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PREFACE

	 In September of 2019 the Niagara Military Museum had displayed an exhibit  
entitled “C” Force The Hong Kong Story. This exhibit told the story of the  
contribution that Canada and its military had made for the defence of Hong Kong.
	 The first panel of the exhibit dealt with the men who had volunteered from 
the Niagara Peninsula for combat duty. Upon enrollment they were unaware that 
they were volunteering for the defence of Hong Kong (“C” Force). These infantry  
volunteers were enrolled into the Royal Rifles of Canada regiment which was stationed 
at the time in Quebec City.
	 The Niagara Military Museum was aware that this exhibit would not be 
an eternal exhibit and one day must be taken down, so it was decided that we 
should publish a book in which we give tribute and forever keep the memory of  
these volunteers for their service.
	 This publication shows the names and relevant information of these  
courageous men from the Niagara Peninsula who are all gone, but will never be  
forgotten for their valour and sacrifice.
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Ronald Beacroft, B87858
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Dufferin & Haldiman Rifles,  
transferred to the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: October 10, 1910
Killed in Action: December 19, 1941, at the Battle of Lye Mun Gap
Ronald Beacroft’s name is engraved on the Sai Wan Memorial

Soldiers from the Counties of Lincoln and Welland
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Lawrence (Larry) Dowling, B32015 
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals
Birth date: July 26, 1919
St. Catharines, Lincoln County 
Prisoner of War at the Shamshuipo Camp
      
Larry Dowling enlisted July 15, 1941. Larry originally enlisted 
with the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. He was sent to Hong 
Kong with Brigade Group that accompanied the two regiments. 
He passed away on August 11, 1993 at Vancouver, British  
Columbia. He is interned with his wife Isabelle at Victory  
Memorial Park in Surrey, B.C.
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Victor Fehr, B68310
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: November 12, 1919
Niagara Falls & Fort Erie, Welland County
Prisoner of War at the Shamshuipo Camp in Hong Kong and the 
Tsurumi and Ohashi camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943  
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

When Victor was liberated in Japan, his trip began home via the United States Navy, Naval 
Air Transport Service, Japan to Hawaii to Oakland, then by train to British Columbia.
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Albert Graham, B40622
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth Date: December 25, 1922
Niagara Falls, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Ohashi camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943  
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

When Albert (Red) Graham was liberated in Japan, his trip began home via the United States 
Navy, Naval Air Transport Service, Japan to Hawaii to Oakland, then by train to British  
Columbia.  Albert passed away on April 23, 1987
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Harvey Lafferty, B41445
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: January 1, 1920
Merritton, Lincoln County
Killed in action: December 25, 1941
Buried at the Sai Wan War Cemetery
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James Mortimer, B41307
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: June 1, 1921
Dundalk, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and the Niigata-Rinko camp in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943 
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, with a brief stop 
over at Taipei
Died as a POW from frostbite & exposure, beri-beri on March 7, 
1944. Interned at Yokohama War Cemetery
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Jack Porter, B40638
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth date: Unrecorded
Niagara Falls, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong
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Arthur Randall, B40750
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth date: July 23, 1920
Port Colborne, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong, and Nigata-Rinko and Nigata-Tekko camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943  
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, this included a 
brief stop over at Taihoku, Taipei

Arthur Randall also served with the Canadian army in the Korea War.
Passed away on July 20, 1982. Interned at Orillia, Ontario
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Harold Smith, B40918
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth date: March 6, 1921
St. Catharines, Lincoln County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong, and Nigata-Rinko and Nigata-Tekko camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943  
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, this included a 
brief stop over at Taihoku, Taipei

Passed away on June 5, 2009 in St. Catharines. Interned at Pleasantview Memorial Gardens 
in Fonthill, Ontario.
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Nicholas Stepanchuk, B40630
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth Date: December 22, 1917
Port Colborne, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Yumoto camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943  
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

Passed away on December 3, 1987. Interned at Overholt’s Cemetry in Port Colborne
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Gerald Sunstrum, B68309
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Royal Regiment of Canada
Birth Date: September 16, 1917
Niagara Falls, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi camp in Japan

Born September 16, 1917 at Mattawa, Ontario. Gerry originally enlisted with the Royal 
Regiment of Canada and when volunteers were requested for combat duty he re-enlisted with 
the Royal Rifles of Canada. In 1943, Gerry was taken from Hong Kong and was assigned to 
Camp 3D at Kawasaki, a suburb of Yokohama. After a while he was transferred to Coalyard 
Camp a short distance away where he remained until the end of the war. Upon liberation 
Gerry was transferred to an American Hospital ship in Tokyo Bay and then placed aboard 
the British aircraft carrier HMS Benevolent for transport to the Philippines where he would 
undergo further medical treatment and orientation to the free world. Gerry came home to 
Canada aboard the American ship USAT General Langfitt arriving at Gordon Head Reception 
Centre on Vancouver Island. He travelled home on a troop train to Toronto where he spent 
a few additional weeks convalescing at Chorley Park on Christie Street. Upon arriving back 
home at Niagara Falls he was employed with Ontario Hydro when he retired in 1982. He 
was married to his wife Doris for 58 years and had two children a son and a daughter. Gerry 
passed away at the age of 100 years on November 29, 2017 and is interned at Fairview  
Cemetery in Niagara Falls, Ontario.



1212

12



13

John Todd, B40690
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: October 23, 1922
Stamford Centre, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong, and at the Nigata-Rinko camp in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943  
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, this included a 
brief stop over at Taihoku, Taipei
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Percy Hoarce Wilmot, B40839
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: November 18, 1891
St. Catharines, Lincoln County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong

Born November 18, 1891 at London, England. Emigrated to Canada and settled in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. He served with the Canadian Army in the First World War and 
enlisted when Canada declared war in 1939 with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment, and 
then volunteered for a special combat mission. He was severally wounded in Hong Kong 
and underwent medical treatment upon coming home. He came home from the Philip-
pines aboard the HMS Glory. Percy was married to his wife Agnes and had two children 
a son and a daughter. He passed away on October 17, 1967 and is interned at the Victoria 
Lawn Cemetery at St. Catharines, Ontario.
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Peter Wing, B317
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Originally enlisted with the Royal Canadian Dragoons
Birth Date: July 31, 1920
Welland, Welland County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Ohashi camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943  
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

Interned in Welland, Ontario
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Walter Young, B38369
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: November 18, 1908
Merritton, Lincoln County
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Yumoto camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943 
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp and 
later Yumoto Camp
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Donald Geraghty, B45551
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: December 31, 1923
Hamilton, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong

Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders of Canada
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Edward Bolton, B38358
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: March 28, 1913
Oshawa, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong abd at the Omine camp in Kawasakimachi, Japan.
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943 
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Omine camp

Family members of Rifleman Edward Bolton at a street naming ceremony in Oshawa 
which was named after him.
Ed Bolton passed away on April 4, 2000.

Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Regiment
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Frank Bowerbank, B38342
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: May 2, 1897
Oakville, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong

Veteran of World War I
Interned at Woodland Cemetery, Hamilton, Ontario.
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Peter Burns, B38357
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: March 1, 1921
Wentworth, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong

Died January 19, 1985, interned in Millgrove, Ontario
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Robert Fleming, B38364
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: August 9, 1921
Toronto, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong

Robert Fleming in white shirt POW 1942
Passed away June 7, 2006
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Ronald Gover, B38359
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: January 8, 1921
Killed in action, January 19, 1944, buried at Sai Wan War Cemetery
Died of tuberculosis while in POW captivity on January 19, 1944, 
interned in Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong

Memorial marker in the South Park Cemetery in Elgin County, Ontario.
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Donald Innes, B38350
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: May 2, 1925*
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and at the Fukoka camp in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943 
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp and 
later Yumoto Camp.

*Donald lied about his birth date on his enlistment papers stated the year was 1922.
Donald passed away in 1982, and is interned at a cemetery in Timmins, Ontario.
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Russell Poag, B38160
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: February 2, 1910
Caledonia, Ontario
Killed in action, December 25, 1941, buried at Sai Wan War  
Cemetery
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David Schrage, B38365
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: October 6, 1903
Blalykanien, Tampool, Poland
Died October 31, 1941 en route to Hong Kong, suffered with 
complications from diabetes and heart failure. David Schrage 
name is engraved on the Sai Wan Memorial
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Frederick Thirlwell, B38367
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: August 31, 1904
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and at the Yoshima camp in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Naura Maru on April 29, 1944  
arriving at Moji, Japan on May 27, 1944, with a brief stop over at 
Formosa, went through Nagasaki and Hiroshima before arriving 
at Yoshima Camp
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Percy Weaver, B38362
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: January 1, 1920
Haliburton, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and at the Narumi and Tateyama camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the SS Soong / Toyama Maru on  
December 15, 1943 arriving at Moji, Japan on January 4, 1944. 
Arrived at Takao, Formosa on December 20, 1943 and transferred 
to the Toyama Maru on December 30, 1943.

Percy passed away on June 4, 1981 in Toronto and is interned at the Pine Grove Ceme-
tery in Port Perry, Ontario
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Lawrence Wilson, B38366
1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada
Birth Date: February 23, 1916
Blind River, Ontario
Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in 
Hong Kong and at the Tsurumi camp in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943  
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a 
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp.

Lawrence passed away on November 13, 1983 at Toronto, Ontario.
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Jack Hunter
HMCS Prince Robert was the escort ship for the HMAT Awanea 
which took “C” Force to Hong Kong. And, upon the Japanese 
surrender the Prince Robert was the 5th ship of the British Pacific 
Fleet to enter Hong Kong and was immediately recognized by the 
Liberated Canadian POWs.
Jack Hunter of Virgil, Ontario was a sailor aboard the Prince 
Robert which brought some of the Canadians out of Hong Kong 
to Manila, Philippines and later brought some of them home to 
Canada. With this in mind and Jack being a Niagara Peninsula 
native we have decided to pay tribute to Jack in thus publication.

Virgil, Ontario

Jack Hunter with a photo of HMCS Prince Robert

HMCS Prince Robert


