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PREFACE

In September of 2019 the Niagara Military Museum had displayed an exhibit
entitled “C” Force The Hong Kong Story. This exhibit told the story of the
contribution that Canada and its military had made for the defence of Hong Kong.

The first panel of the exhibit dealt with the men who had volunteered from
the Niagara Peninsula for combat duty. Upon enrollment they were unaware that
they were volunteering for the defence of Hong Kong (“C” Force). These infantry
volunteers were enrolled into the Royal Rifles of Canada regiment which was stationed
at the time in Quebec City.

The Niagara Military Museum was aware that this exhibit would not be
an eternal exhibit and one day must be taken down, so it was decided that we
should publish a book in which we give tribute and forever keep the memory of
these volunteers for their service.

This publication shows the names and relevant information of these
courageous men from the Niagara Peninsula who are all gone, but will never be
forgotten for their valour and sacrifice.
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Soldiers from the Counties of Lincoln and Welland

Ronald Beacroft, B§7858 ‘

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Dufferin & Haldiman Rifles,
transferred to the Lincoln and Welland Regiment

Birth date: October 10, 1910

Killed in Action: December 19, 1941, at the Battle of Lye Mun Gap
Ronald Beacroft’s name is engraved on the Sai Wan Memorial




Lawrence (Larry) Dowling, B32015

Royal Canadian Corps of Signals

Birth date: July 26, 1919

St. Catharines, Lincoln County

Prisoner of War at the Shamshuipo Camp

Larry Dowling enlisted July 15, 1941. Larry originally enlisted
with the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. He was sent to Hong
Kong with Brigade Group that accompanied the two regiments.
He passed away on August 11, 1993 at Vancouver, British
Columbia. He is interned with his wife Isabelle at Victory
Memorial Park in Surrey, B.C.

SDOWLING

IN LOVING MEMORY

'NOTICE TO ALLIED PRISONERS OF
WAR AND CIVILIAN INTERNEES

P pted the Allied peace terms set forth
in the Potsdam Declaration. Final negoiistions are being concladed.
An official representative is on his way for humanitarign purposes and
liaison with this hcadquarters. He will be an initial, pre-Allied occupation
P ive in the i of welfare needs and general conditions im the
area or camp to which he is sent.
He will coordinate with the Red Cross and Japanese Military and Govern-
ment, all plans to sseure the security of the personwel concerned, to take
emergency action to properly house, feed, clothe and furnish medical assistance

to such personnel, snd to assist in maintaining order in camps awaiting occu-
pational forces.

He will pot have authority to act for the Allied Forces in the rendering
of any decisions, military, civil or otherwise. Until such time as allied occupa-
tional forces arrive to accept the surrender of Japanese military forces, those
military forces are responsible for all such control and decisions in conform-

ity with the terms of der and the di of the Sup: Allied
Command. :

(Signed) A. C. WEDEMEYER
VJ-102 Lieutenant General, U.S. A,

Auwg (51998 ' Sl Hikr: 2



Victor Fehr, B68310

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: November 12, 1919

Niagara Falls & Fort Erie, Welland County

Prisoner of War at the Shamshuipo Camp in Hong Kong and the
Tsurumi and Ohashi camps in Japan

Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

When Victor was liberated in Japan, his trip began home via the United States Navy, Naval

Air Transport Service, Japan to Hawaii to Oakland, then by train to British Columbia.

Victor Oliver Fehr Winnipeg Rifles P.O.W Camp Japan 1945
Born November 12, 1919 Died May 16 1976

i Qakland, Calif 10/6/45
ren name
Victor Dliver
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Albert Graham, B40622

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment

Birth Date: December 25, 1922

Niagara Falls, Welland County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Ohashi camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

When Albert (Red) Graham was liberated in Japan, his trip began home via the United States
Navy, Naval Air Transport Service, Japan to Hawaii to Oakland, then by train to British
Columbia. Albert passed away on April 23, 1987
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Harvey Lafferty, B41445 @

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: January 1, 1920

Merritton, Lincoln County

Killed in action: December 25, 1941

Buried at the Sai Wan War Cemetery




James Mortimer, B41307 ‘

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment
Birth date: June 1, 1921

Dundalk, Ontario

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and the Niigata-Rinko camp in Japan

Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, with a brief stop
over at Taipei

Died as a POW from frostbite & exposure, beri-beri on March 7,
1944. Interned at Yokohama War Cemetery

J. L. MORTIMER

Dundalk, March 6—Rfm. James L.
Mortimer, 22, died more than a year
ago in a Japanese prison camp,
according to information received
from the International Red Cross.
His parents, who now reside at
Gailt, were residents of Dundalk
when their son enlisted in 1940 in

the Lincoln and Welland Regiment.
He had transferred to the Royal
Rifles for the Hong Kong expedi-
tion and was taken prisoner with
other Canadian and British soldiers
at Christmas, 1941. His parents had
received a number of letters from
kim, among them a recent undated
letter and card, stating he was well
and hoped to see them soon..

Besides his parents, he leaves an
only sister, Irene, all of Galt,







Arthur Randall, B40750

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth date: July 23, 1920

Port Colborne, Welland County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong, and Nigata-Rinko and Nigata-Tekko camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, this included a
brief stop over at Taihoku, Taipei

Arthur Randall also served with the Canadian army in the Korea War.
Passed away on July 20, 1982. Interned at Orillia, Ontario

CERTIFICAT DE
R ECONNAISSANCE

Au nom d'une nation reconnaissante,
nous remettons ce certificat de reconnaissance 4

Arthur Edward Randall

CERTIFICATE OF
R ECOGNITION

On behalf of 4 grateful nation,
we present this Certificate of Recognition to

in recognition of your selfless acts of service and
sacrifice during the Korean War, in defence of
Canada and the Republic of Koreas shared yalues of

eedom, democracyand the rule of law.
. /.44_1.5 C

en remerciement de vos gestes allruistes de service et
de sacrifice au cours de la guerre de Corée, & la défense
des valeurs communes au Canada ct i la République de

Co\ri:ybem':. la démocratie et la primauté du droit.
o diery

4 -
The l]nuwru-tﬁ Iwlkan Fantino

Ehonorsbbe Tullan Faating
Minister-of Vet Alfa i

des Anciens (.

The Honourable Robert Nichtson Lhonorable Robart Nicholsom
Niinister of Mational Diefence Ministre de b Défense narionadé

Canada




Passed away on June 5, 2009 in St. Catharines. Interned at Pleasantview Memorial Gardens
in Fonthill, Ontario.
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Nicholas Stepanchuk, B40630

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment

Birth Date: December 22, 1917

Port Colborne, Welland County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Yumoto camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

B40630 Rfmn N Stepanchuk

Passed away on December 3, 1987. Interned at Overholt’s Cemetry in Port Colborne




Gerald Sunstrum, B68309

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Royal Regiment of Canada

Birth Date: September 16, 1917

Niagara Falls, Welland County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi camp in Japan

Born September 16, 1917 at Mattawa, Ontario. Gerry originally enlisted with the Royal
Regiment of Canada and when volunteers were requested for combat duty he re-enlisted with
the Royal Rifles of Canada. In 1943, Gerry was taken from Hong Kong and was assigned to
Camp 3D at Kawasaki, a suburb of Yokohama. After a while he was transferred to Coalyard
Camp a short distance away where he remained until the end of the war. Upon liberation
Gerry was transferred to an American Hospital ship in Tokyo Bay and then placed aboard

the British aircraft carrier HMS Benevolent for transport to the Philippines where he would
undergo further medical treatment and orientation to the free world. Gerry came home to
Canada aboard the American ship USAT General Langfitt arriving at Gordon Head Reception
Centre on Vancouver Island. He travelled home on a troop train to Toronto where he spent

a few additional weeks convalescing at Chorley Park on Christie Street. Upon arriving back
home at Niagara Falls he was employed with Ontario Hydro when he retired in 1982. He

was married to his wife Doris for 58 years and had two children a son and a daughter. Gerry
passed away at the age of 100 years on November 29, 2017 and is interned at Fairview
Cemetery in Niagara Falls, Ontario.
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RESTRICTED
HFADGUARTERS
FITTH KEFLACTMENT DEPOT
AP 711
14, September 1945
SUBJECT: Orders (Recovered Miiitary Persomnel = Project J)

To ¢ See Distributicns

1. Pursuant to ority sontained in par 7 Cir 19 GHQ AFPAC 9 Jul 45 fol
named male military personnel (POW) recovered from enemy custody br & KOS unknown
? WP United States o/a 15 Sen 45 by firsh availsble Govt Water T, RUA to Port

Commander San Francisco fox instructions. Final doehination persomel
listed in this par Ganads,

i

1 No Grade lzng
S L7/Cpl  MUZROONEY, Quentin

2. Efn MEYERS, Geraid C,
3. Rfn PATTINGAIE, James R,
i b Ren POLIGCK, Coleman
{ B Rfn PRIESION, Riley
| 6. Rfm 0SS, Erio
{ G Rfn ROSS, Raymond

STEFHINS, John

10. Rin SUNSTRUM, Gerald
| 2. Mbove personnel WP after processing et port. Port Commander will make

necessary indorsemsnt herecn for further T and any monstary allowances, Personnel
records will acc
- will

dons will be furnished aboard ship. PCS,
Appropriate A=501-431 or 432-02-03-

By Order of COL SMITH:

i DCN F THOMANN
Capt b, S
Asst Gen
OFFICIAL: )\
Qo T Pl
DON F THOMANN
Gapt AUS

Asct Adj Gen

DISRIUIION: - .

& - TG, Viashington 25, (Cas Br) = via Airmail

2 - Off Spec Setlunt Acets, Vashington 25w via Airmail

I = CINCAFPAC

2 - CG, PODeb

6 = CG, AFWHSPAC

2 = CG, Repl Comd

4 =~ AG Records, AFPAC

5 = Port Comir
10 - Ea pers or 5 ea pers =

and 50 Grp Escort O -

4O = Dopot File 3
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Thyis is to certify that
— Private - —B688O9 -
T

NUNBER
Gerald SUNSTRUM

NAMEIN FULL
Served on Active Service fuith the
— Canadian Jrmp
Fom  Slst duly loal _amd___is now disolnrged from
I /1029 (10) by reason of

the service under Routine Order

Particulars of Active Serbvice
Number of oceasions foounded__Once . Theatres of Service Canada, United Kingdom

SEP -31346  ronorricen commanet ’7’);“
BATE T2 DistRicT ST
Dexcription of the holder on reverse side. Should this certificate become lost, no duplicate can be obfained. Any alferations render it null and void.
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John Todd, B40690

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment

Birth date: October 23, 1922

Stamford Centre, Welland County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong, and at the Nigata-Rinko camp in Japan

Transported to Japan on the Manryu Maru on August 15, 1943
arriving at Osaka, Japan on September 1, 1943, this included a
brief stop over at Taihoku, Taipei
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Percy Hoarce Wilmot, B40839

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment

Birth date: November 18, 1891

St. Catharines, Lincoln County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong

Born November 18, 1891 at London, England. Emigrated to Canada and settled in St.
Catharines, Ontario. He served with the Canadian Army in the First World War and
enlisted when Canada declared war in 1939 with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment, and
then volunteered for a special combat mission. He was severally wounded in Hong Kong
and underwent medical treatment upon coming home. He came home from the Philip-
pines aboard the HMS Glory. Percy was married to his wife Agnes and had two children

a son and a daughter. He passed away on October 17, 1967 and is interned at the Victoria
Lawn Cemetery at St. Catharines, Ontario. _ _
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4 J;&YE. Folio. )
QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

Ui

CANADYAN OVER SEAS E‘Xi’t}ﬂt

(axswERs)
1. What is your name s A1 -
2. In what Tows, Townsblp or Parich, and fQ
‘what Conntry were you

8. What is the name of your next-of kin ?....
4. ‘What is the address of your next-of-kin ?.v
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7. Ave,you married ?. A0
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B317 Rfimn P Wing

Peter Wing, B317

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Originally enlisted with the Royal Canadian Dragoons

Birth Date: July 31, 1920

Welland, Welland County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Ohashi camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp

Interned in Welland, Ontario
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Walter Young, B38369

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: November 18, 1908

Merritton, Lincoln County

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and the Tsurumi and Yumoto camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp and
later Yumoto Camp




Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders of Canada

B

Donald Geraghty, B45551

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: December 31, 1923

Hamilton, Ontario

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong
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Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Regiment

Edward Bolton, B38358

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: March 28, 1913

Oshawa, Ontario

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong abd at the Omine camp in Kawasakimachi, Japan.
Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Omine camp

Family members of Rifleman Edward Bolton at a street naming ceremony in Oshawa
which was named after him.
Ed Bolton passed away on April 4, 2000.




Veteran of World War I
Interned at Woodland Cemetery, Hamilton, Ontario.
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Peter Burns, B38357

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: March 1, 1921

Wentworth, Ontario

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong

. -~

FBS&:?E? Rfmn PC Burns

Died January 19, 1985, interned in Millgrove, Ontario




Robert Fleming, B38364

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: August 9, 1921

Toronto, Ontario

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong

Robert Fleming in white shirt POW 1942
Passed away June 7, 2006
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Ronald Gover, B38359 '

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: January 8, 1921

Killed in action, January 19, 1944, buried at Sai Wan War Cemetery
Died of tuberculosis while in POW captivity on January 19, 1944,
interned in Sai Wan War Cemetery in Hong Kong

Memorial marker in the South Park Cemetery in Elgin County, Ontario.




Donald Innes, B38350

1st Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: May 2, 1925%*

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and at the Fukoka camp in Japan

Transported to Japan on the Tatsuta Maru on January 19, 1943
arriving at Nagasaki, Japan on January 22, 1943 and boarded a
train for Tokyo and then another train to the Tsurumi Camp and
later Yumoto Camp.

*Donald lied about his birth date on his enlistment papers stated the year was 1922.
Donald passed away in 1982, and is interned at a cemetery in Timmins, Ontario.

MARION
;1193,3 — 2000
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Russell Poag, B38160 '

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: February 2, 1910

Caledonia, Ontario

Killed in action, December 25, 1941, buried at Sai Wan War
Cemetery




B38

365 Rfmn DM Schiage

David Schrage, B38365 @

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: October 6, 1903

Blalykanien, Tampool, Poland

Died October 31, 1941 en route to Hong Kong, suffered with
complications from diabetes and heart failure. David Schrage
name is engraved on the Sai Wan Memorial
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B38367 Rfmn F Thirlwell




Percy Weaver, B38362

Ist Battalion Royal Rifles of Canada

Birth Date: January 1, 1920

Haliburton, Ontario

Prisoner of War at Stanley, North Point and Shamshuipo camps in
Hong Kong and at the Narumi and Tateyama camps in Japan
Transported to Japan on the SS Soong / Toyama Maru on
December 15, 1943 arriving at Moji, Japan on January 4, 1944.
Arrived at Takao, Formosa on December 20, 1943 and transferred
to the Toyama Maru on December 30, 1943.

Percy passed away on June 4, 1981 in Toronto and is interned at the Pine Grove Ceme-
tery in Port Perry, Ontario
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Lawrence passed away on November 13, 1983 at Toronto, Ontario.



HMCS Prince Robert

Jack Hunter

HMCS Prince Robert was the escort ship for the HMAT Awanea
which took “C” Force to Hong Kong. And, upon the Japanese
surrender the Prince Robert was the 5th ship of the British Pacific
Fleet to enter Hong Kong and was immediately recognized by the
Liberated Canadian POWs.

Jack Hunter of Virgil, Ontario was a sailor aboard the Prince
Robert which brought some of the Canadians out of Hong Kong
to Manila, Philippines and later brought some of them home to
Canada. With this in mind and Jack being a Niagara Peninsula
native we have decided to pay tribute to Jack in thus publication.

Virgil, Ontario

Jack Hunter with a photo of HMCS Prince Robert
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