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PREFACE

The purpose of the Niagara Military Museum is to preserve and share the military heritage of the
Niagara Peninsula, from pre-War of 1812 to the present. Our aim is to keep our military history in the
Niagara Peninsula alive for our generation and for future generations.

This, our first publication, tells the story of three soldiers who had connections to the Niagara
Peninsula and who were awarded the Victoria Cross for their gallant service to their military units and
their fellow soldiers. It also outlines the awarding of the Victoria Cross to other Canadians.

Corporal Fred Fisher was born in St. Catharines; when his father was transferred to Montreal the
family followed. At the outbreak of WWI, Fisher enlisted with the 13™ Battalion, Canadian Expedi-
tionary Force (currently perpetuated by the Royal Highland Regiment of Canada, the Black Watch).
He was awarded the Victoria Cross for his bravery in providing machine gun cover during the first
Western Front gas attack, enabling the men of the 10™ Battery, Canadian Field Artillery from St.
Catharines, to remove and reposition their 18-pounder field guns, thus preventing their capture by
advancing German forces.

Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall immigrated into the Niagara Peninsula from Great Britain in
1912. With the outbreak of WWI in 1914, Lyall enlisted in the local militia, the 19" Battalion (Lincoln
Regiment aka the St. Catharines Regiment). Lyall wanted to go overseas so he attested with the 81
Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force. When the 81°* Battalion arrived overseas in England, it was
designated as a reinforcement battalion with the soldiers going to various front-line battalions. Lyall
was attached to the 102™ Battalion and was awarded his Victoria Cross for his gallantry at the Battle
of Bourlon Woods in France in 1918.

The Reverend Captain John Weir Foote was a chaplain assigned to the Royal Hamilton Light
Infantry (RHLI) and was awarded his Victoria Cross for his bravery on the beaches of Dieppe. He was
constantly bringing wounded soldiers back to the evacuation point and when it was time for him to be
evacuated, Padre Foote refused and served the balance of the war in a POW camp with the other
members of the RHLI.
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Victoria Cross

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest military award of the British Commonwealth. It is awarded for
gallantry “in the face of the enemy” to members of the British armed forces as well as members of the
British Commonwealth armed forces. It was previously awarded to Commonwealth countries, most of
which have since established their own military honour award for bravery. The VC may be awarded to
a military person of any rank in any of the services and to civilians under military command although
no civilian has received the award since 1879.

The VC was introduced on January 29, 1856 by Queen Victoria in honour of acts of valour during
the Crimean War. Since then, the medal has been awarded to over 1300 individual recipients. The first
awards were presented by Queen Victoria in 1857, and two thirds of all awards have been personally
presented by the British monarch.

Before the Crimean War, there was no official system for recognition of an individual’s gallantry
within the British armed forces. The “Order of Bath™ did exist for officers in the military and this was
awarded for lesser acts of gallantry. Queen Victoria instructed the War Office to strike a new medal
that had no recognition to birth, class or military rank. This medal was meant to be a simple decoration
that would be highly prized, treasured and eagerly sought after by those in the military services. Queen
Victoria, under the guidance of Prince Albert, vetoed the suggestion that the award be called “The
Military Order of Victoria” and instead suggested the name “Victoria Cross”. The original warrant
stated “that the Victoria Cross would only be awarded to soldiers who have served in the presence of
the enemy and had performed some signal act of valour or devotion.” On June 26, 1857, Queen
Victoria presented the Victoria Cross to 62 of the 111 Crimean recipients in a ceremony in Hyde Park,
London.

The jewelers, Hancocks of London, have produced every VC awarded since its inception. The
metal used for the Victoria Cross is from a cannon captured from the Russians during the Crimean
War. Modern-day analysis reveals that the metal is of Chinese origin and is believed to come from a
Chinese weapon captured by the Russians in an earlier conflict and subsequently captured by the
British in the Crimean War.

The decoration is a bronze cross pattée, 41 mm high, 36 mm wide, bearing the crown of Saint
Edward surmounted by a lion, and depicts the inscription “FOR VALOUR”. This was originally to
have been “FOR THE BRAVE”, until it was changed on the recommendation of Queen Victoria. The
decoration, suspension bar and link weigh about 0.87 troy ounces (27 grams). The cross is suspended
by a ring from a serifed “V” to a bar ornamented with laurel leaves, through which the ribbon passes.
The reverse of the suspension bar is engraved with the recipient’s name, rank, number and unit. On the
reverse of the medal is a circular panel on which the date of the act for which it was awarded is
engraved in the centre. The ribbon is crimson, 38 mm wide. The original 1856 specification stated that
the ribbon should be red for army recipients and dark blue for naval recipients. The blue ribbon was
abolished soon after the formation of the Royal Air Force on April 1, 1918. On May 22, 1920, King
George V signed a warrant that stated all recipients would now receive a red ribbon and the living
recipients of the naval version were required to exchange their ribbons for the new colour. The colour
is often referred to as crimson or wine-red. The front and back of the Victoria Cross is shown in figure
1 and 1A. This example belonged to Filip Konowal, VC and is in the Canadian War Museum collec-
tion of Victoria Crosses.



Filip Knowal was born on March 25, 1887 at
Kutkivtsi, Podolsky, Russia (now part of the
Ukraine). Filip fought in the Battle of the Somme
in late 1916 and the following year served with
distinction at the Battle of Vimy Ridge, leading a
squad of Japanese Canadian soldiers to help
capture the strategic position known as “the
Pimple”. Only months later, in August 1917, he
fought with exceptional bravery at the Battle for
Hill 70, for which he was awarded the Victoria

Cross. On October 15, 1917, King George V Figure 1.
presented Filip Konowal with his Victoria Cross. A photo of the Victoria
: ) . C hich belonged t
He died on June 3, 1959 and is buried at Notre- ros;ivﬁpl%onzv‘:,gfe ©
Painting of Filip Konowal VC, by Dame Cemetery in Ottawa. Filip Konowal, VC is - CWM 19730015-001
artist Arthur Ambrose McEvoy, e ] George Metcalf Archival
Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, ~ the only Ukrainian-Canadian to be awarded the Collection, Canada War

CWM 19710261-0410,

: : Museum
Canada War Museum Victoria Cross.

Other medals that Filip Konowal, VC received were the British War Medal, Victory Medal, George
VI Coronation Medal, and Elizabeth II Coronation Medal and he was also entitled to the Cross of St.
George, 4th Class from Russia.

William Hall was the first black person, the first Nova
Scotian and one of the early Canadians to receive a
Victoria Cross (with a blue ribbon; fig. 2). His medal is
on display at the Atlantic Maritime Museum, Halifax."
Hall was a member of the Royal Navy and served as
Captain of the Foretop on the HMS Shannon. He was
awarded the Victoria Cross for his actions in the Sepoy
Mutiny in India at Lucknow on November 16, 1857.
He was awarded his Victoria Cross aboard the HMS
Donegal in Queenstown Harbour, Ireland on October

28, 1859.! Figure 2.

A photo of the Victoria
Cross with the blue ribbon
that belonged to William

A photo of William Hall with

1 .
this Victoria Cross at the top of [Ed note: * Queenstown is now known as Hall, which is in the Atlantic
his medals. — Atlantic Maritime Cove, and Cobh in Gaelic.] Maritime Museum.
Museum, Halifax' — Atlantic Maritime Museum,
Halifax!

For a VC to be considered for an individual, a recommendation by an officer at regimental level or
equivalent must be issued, and shall be supported by three witnesses; this requirement can be waived
on occasion. This recommendation is passed up the military hierarchy until it reaches the Minister of
Defence. From here, the recommendation is presented before the monarch, who approves the award
with his or her signature. Victoria Cross awards are always promulgated in the London Gazette with
the single exception of the award to the American Unknown Soldier in 1921. There is no specific pro-
vision about who should present the award to the recipients.
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Queen Victoria stated that she would like to present the medals in person and she presented 185
medals out of the 472 awarded during her reign. The 185 medals included the first 62 medals that were
presented at Hyde Park by Queen Victoria in 1857. Nearly 900 awards have been personally presented
by the reigning British monarch. Nearly 300 other VC awards have been presented by a member of the
royal family or by a civil or military dignitary. About 150 VC awards were forwarded to the recipient
or next of kin by registered post.

The Victoria Cross was available to colonial troops in 1867. The medal was made possible
following a recommendation for gallantry regarding colonial soldier Major Charles Heaphy for action
in the New Zealand land wars in 1864, when he was operating under British command.

The first Canadian to receive the Victoria Cross was Lieutenant Alexander Roberts Dunn in 1854
for his actions in the Crimean War.

The first Canadian to receive the VC during World War I was Lance-Corporal Frederick Fisher.
During WWI, 64 Canadian soldiers and airmen were awarded the VC. Throughout the history of the
British VC there were fewer than 100 Canadians who were awarded the VC. Twenty nine of these
were awarded posthumously: no awards were made in the Korean War conflict.?

The most notable Canadian to be awarded the Victoria Cross and consid-
ered as a war hero would be William A. “Billy” Bishop. Bishop was born
in Owen Sound in 1894 and was enrolled at the Royal Military College
Canada in Kingston when World War I broke out. Originally, enlisted
with the 9th Mississauga Horse Regiment in 1914, then in the following
year, enlisted with the 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles of March 30, 1915 in
London, Ontario. In June of 1915 he left Canada for overseas duty. He
spent a short time in the trenches before being transferred to the Royal
Flying Corps (RFC), initially as an officer observer and then as a pilot in
November 1916, when he received his wings.?

During the Battle of Vimy Ridge in April of 1917, Bishop was
credited with shooting down 12 German planes for which he was awarded

Painting of Billy Bishop VC, by

artist Mr. James Peter Quinn, the Military Cross and promoted to Captain. With his successes in April,
Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, . . « 5 . 2

CIWM 19710261-0549 Canada the Germans began referring to him as “Hell’s Handmaiden”. On June 2,
War Museum 1917, Bishop flew solo behind enemy lines and attacked a German

aerodrome. It was reported that he shot down 3 planes and damaged several others. For this action he
was awarded the Victoria Cross. In all, Bishop was credited with 72 enemy planes shot down. At the
end of the war Bishop held the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. After the outbreak of WWII, Bishop was
promoted to the rank of Air Vice-Marshall in the Royal Canadian Air Force. Billy Bishop passed away
in his sleep in Palm Beach Florida on September 11, 1956. Billy Bishop’s Victoria Cross and his other
medals (fig. 3), are in the possession of the Canada War Museum in Ottawa.

Figure 3.

Victoria Cross and other medals which was awarded
to Billy Bishop. — CWM 19760521-001 George
Metcalf Archival Collection, Canada War Museum




Medals awarded to Bishop were the Victoria Cross, Companion of the Order of the Bath, Distin-
guished Service Order with Bar, Military Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, 1914-1915 Star, British
War Medal, Victory Medal with Mentioned in Dispatches Emblem, Chevalier de la Legion d "honneur,
Croix d Guerre avec Palmes, George V Jubilee Medal, George VI Coronation Medal, 1939-1945 War
Medal, Elizabeth II Coronation Medal, Canadian Efficiency Decoration and the Canadian Volunteer
Service Medal, as shown in the photo figure 3.

. C e 4
Canadian Victorian Cross Recipients

Prior to the South African War

DE MONTMORENCY, Raymond Harvey Lodge Joseph Lieutenant, Lincolnshire Regiment, Omdur-
man, Sudan 1898

DOUGLAS, Campbell Mellis Doctor, 24th Regiment of Foot, Little Andaman, India 1867

DUNN, Alexander Roberts Lieutenant, 33rd Regiment of Foot, Balaclava, Crimea 1854

HALL, William Able-Seaman, Lucknow, India 1857

READE, Herbert Taylor Surgeon, Gloucestershire Regiment, Delhi, India 1857

The South African (Boer) War

COCKBURN, Hampden Zane Churchill Lieutenant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900
HOLLAND, Edward James Gibson Sergeant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900
NICKERSON, William Henry Snyder Lieutenant, Royal Army Medical Corps 20 April, 1900
TURNER, Richard Ernest William Lieutenant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900

First World War

ALGIE, Wallace Lloyd Lieutenant, 20th Battalion, CEF 11 October 1918

BARKER, William George Major, 201 Squadron, RAF (seconded from CEF) 27 October 1918
BARRON, Colin Fraser Corporal, 3rd Battalion, CEF 6 November 1917

BELLEW, Edward Donald Lieutenant, 7th Battalion, CEF 24 April 1915

BENT, Philip Eric Bent Lieutenant Colonel, Leicestershire Regiment, 1 October 1917
BISHOP, William Avery Captain, 60 Squadron, RFC (seconded from CEF) 2 June 1917
BOURKE, Rowland Bourke Lieutenant, Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve, 9-10 May 1918
BRERETON, Alexander Picton Corporal, 8th Battalion, CEF 9 August 1918

BRILLANT, Jean Lieutenant, 22nd Battalion, CEF 8-9 August 1918

BROWN, Harry Private, 10th Battalion, CEF 16 August 1917

CAIRNS, Hugh Sergeant 46th Battalion, CEF 1 November 1918

CAMPBELL, Frederick William Lieutenant, 1st Battalion, CEF 15 June 1918

CLARKE, Leo Corporal, 2nd Battalion, CEF 9 September 1916

CLARK-KENNEDY, William Hew Lieutenant-Colonel, 24th Battalion, CEF 27-28 August 1918
COMBE, Robert Grierson Lieutenant, 27th Battalion, CEF 3 May 1917

COPPINS, Frederick G. Corporal, 8th Battalion, CEF 9 August 1918

CROAK, John Bernard Private, 13th Battalion, CEF 8 August 1918

CRUICKSHANK, Robert Edward Private, London Scottish Regiment, 1 May 1918

De WIND, Edmund Second Lieutenant, Royal Irish Rifles 21 March 1918

DINESEN, Thomas Private, 42nd Battalion, CEF 12 August 1918

FISHER, Frederick Lance-Corpora,l 13th Battalion, CEF 23 April 1915

FLOWERDEW, Gordon Muriel Lieutenant, The Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians), CEF 30

March 1918
4



GOOD, Herman James Corporal, 13th Battalion, CEF 8 August 1918

GREGG, Milton Fowler Lieutenant, The Royal Canadian Regiment 27 Sep-1 Oct 1918

HALL, Frederick William Company Sgt-Major, 8th Battalion, CEF 24 April 1915

HANNA, Robert Company Sgt-Major, 29th Battalion, CEF 21 August 1917

HARVEY, Frederick Maurice Watson Lieutenant, The Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians),
CEF 27 March 1917

HOBSON, Frederick Sergeant, 20th Battalion, CEF 18 August 1917

HOLLAND, Edward James Gibson Sergeant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900
HOLMES, Thomas William Private, 4th Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF 26 October 1917
HONEY, Samuel Lewis Lieutenant, 78th Battalion, CEF 27-30 September 1918
HUTCHESON, Bellenden Seymour Captain, Canadian Army Medical Corps 2 September 1918
KAEBLE, Joseph Thomas Corporal, 22nd Battalion, CEF 8-9 June 1918

KERR, George Fraser Lieutenant, 3rd Battalion, CEF 27 September 1918

KERR, John Chipman Private, 49th Battalion, CEF 16 September 1916

KINROSS, Cecil John Private, 49th Battalion, CEF 30 October 1917

KNIGHT, Arthur George Sergeant, 10th Battalion, CEF 2 September 1918

KONOWAL, Filip Corporal, 47th Battalion, CEF 22-24 August 1917

LEARMONTH, Okill Massey Major, 2nd Battalion, CEF 18 August 1917

LYALL, Graham Thomson Lieutenant, 102nd Battalion, CEF 27 September 1918
MacDOWELL, Thain Wendell Captain, 38th Battalion, CEF 9 April 1917

MacGREGOR, John Captain, 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion, CEF 29 Sep-3 Oct 1918
McKEAN, George Burdon Lieutenant, 14th Battalion, CEF 27-28 April 1918

McKENZIE, Hugh Lieutenant, 7th Canadian Machine Gun Company, CEF 30 October 1917
McLEOD, Alan Arnett Lieutenant, Royal Air Force, 1918

MERRIFIELD, William Sergeant, 4th Battalion, CEF 1 October 1918

METCALF, William Henry Lance-Corporal ,16th Battalion, CEF 2 September 1918

MILNE, William Johnstone Private, 16th Battalion, CEF 9 April 1917

MINER, Harry Garnet Bedford Corporal, 58th Battalion, CEF 8 August 1918

MITCHELL, Coulson Norman Captain, 4th Battalion, Canadian Engineers 8-9 October 1918
MULLIN, George Harry Sergeant, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 30 October 1917
NUNNEY, Claude Joseph Patrick Private, 38th Battalion, CEF 1-2 September 1918

O'KELLY, Christopher Patrick John Captain, 52nd Battalion, CEF 26 October 1917
O'ROURKE, Michael James Private, 7th Battalion, CEF 15-18 August 1917

PATTISON, John George Private, 50th Battalion, CEF 10 April 1917

PEARKES, George Randolph Major, 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion, CEF 30-31 October 1917
PECK, Cyrus Wesley Lieutenant-Colonel, 16th Battalion, CEF 2 September 1918

RAYFIELD, Walter Leigh Private, 7th Battalion, CEF 2-4 September 1918

RICHARDSON, Arthur Herbert Lindsay Piper, 16th Battalion, CEF 8 October 1916
RICHARDSON, James Cleland Piper, 16th Battalion, CEF 8 October 1916

RICKETTS, Thomas Private, The Royal Newfoundland Regiment 14 October 1918
ROBERTSON, James Peter Private, 27th Battalion, CEF 6 November 1917

RUTHERFORD, Charles Smith Lieutenant, Sth Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion, CEF 26 August
1918

SCRIMGER, Francis Alexander Caron Captain, Canadian Army Medical Corps 25 April 1915
SHANKLAND, Robert Lieutenant, 43rd Battalion, CEF 26 October 1917

SIFTON, Ellis Wellwood Lance-Sergeant, 18th Battalion CEF 9 April 1917
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SINTON, John Alexander Captain, Indian Medical Service January 21, 1916

SPALL, Robert Sergeant, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 12-13 August 1918
STRACHAN, Harcus Lieutenant, The Fort Garry Horse CEF 20 November 1917

TAIT, James Edward Lieutenant, 78th Battalion, CEF 8-11 August 1918

WILKINSON, Thomas Orde Lawder Wilkinson Lieutenant, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment,
1916

YOUNG, Francis Private, 87th Battalion, CEF 2-4 September 1918

ZENGEL, Raphael Louis Sergeant, 5th Battalion, CEF 9 August 1918

Second World War

COSENS, Aubrey Sergeant, The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, 25-26 February 1945

CURRIE, David Vivian Major, 29th Armoured Reconnaissance Regiment (The South Alberta Regi-
ment), 18-20 August 1944

FOOTE, John Weir Honorary Captain, Canadian Chaplain Service, 19 August 1942

GRAY, Robert Hampton Lieutenant, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, 9 August 1945
HORNELL, David Ernest Flight Lieutenant, No.162 (Bomber Reconnaissance) Squadron, RCAF 24-
25 June 1944

MAHONY, John Keefer Major, The Westminster Regiment (Motor), 24 May 1944

MERRITT, Charles Cecil Ingersoll Lieutenant-Colonel, The South Saskatchewan Regiment, 19 August
1942

MYNARSKI, Andrew Charles Pilot Officer, 419 (Bomber) Squadron, RCAF, 12-13 June 1944
OSBORN, John Robert Company Sgt-Major, The Winnipeg Grenadiers, 19 December 1941

SMITH, Ernest Alvia Private, The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada 21-22, October 1944

TILSTON, Frederick Albert Major, The Essex Scottish Regiment, 1 March 1945

TOPHAM, Frederick George Corporal, 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, 24 March 1945

TRIQUET, Paul Captain, Royal 22e¢ Régiment, 14 December 1943

Currently the Canada War Museum, in Ottawa, has 39 Victoria Cross medals in their collection.

Chapter Footnotes

1 Atlantic Maritime Museum, Atlantic Maritime Museum, Halifax 1675 Lower Water St., Halifax, NS
B3J 1S3

2 «pro Valore, Canada's Victoria Cross”, a publication of the Governor General of Canada and the De-
partment of National Defence, available on line in PDF — www.gg.ca./honours/pdf/
Victoria_Cross_e.pdf

3 William Avery “Billy” Bishop — Library and Archives Canada

4 Veterans Affairs Canada, Orders and Decorations — Canadian Victorian Cross Recipients, http://
www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/canadian-victoria-cross-recipients



Canadian Victoria Cross

In 1967, with the establishment of the Order of Canada, the creation of the Medal of Courage became
part of this Order. This medal was for both military and civilian acts of courage. Since British military
and civilian awards were no longer available to Canadians, it became apparent that some type of medal
for bravery by a member of the military was necessary. Civilian awards were created in 1972: namely
the Cross of Valour, the Star of Courage and the Medal of Bravery. Military acts of bravery were also
recognized by these awards. With no medals specifically for the use of the military, the Victoria Cross,
The Star of Military Valour and the Medal of Military Valour were created and accepted by the
Government of Canada and were approved by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth IT on December 31,

1992.2

The Canadian Victoria Cross is very similar to the British version. The main difference is the word-
ing, the British having “FOR VALOUR” while the Canadian version has the Latin “PRO VALORE”,
as shown in figure 4. To date, no Canadian Victorian Crosses have been awarded.

‘\_ e _ meway ‘

Figure 4.

Photo of the Canadian Victorian Cross.
— Photo David Ashe, Natural Resources Canada®

Chapter Footnotes

2 «ppo Valore, Canada's Victoria Cross”, a publication of the Governor General of Canada and the
Department of National Defence, available on line in PDF — www.gg.ca./honours/pdf/
Victoria_Cross_e.pdf



LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER, VC

Painting of Fred Fisher VC, by artist
Mpr. George James Coates, Beaverbrook
Collection War Art, CWM 19710261-
0122, Canada War Museum
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Fisher was born on August 3, 1894 in St. Catharines, Ontario. Fred
grew up there with his parents and two brothers at 197 Church Street.
In 1904, the Fisher family was living in Niagara-on-the-Lake, where
Fred attended public school. In 1905, Fred’s father was transferred to
Montreal, where Fred completed his schooling at Westmount High
School and enrolled at McGill University to study Engineering. With
the declaration of war, Fred left McGill and enlisted with the 5" Royal
Highlanders of Canada, the 13™ Battalion on August 16, 1914. On
September 23, he signed his attestation papers and took the Oath of
Allegiance and was given his regimental number 24066. Fred Fisher’s
attestation papers (figures 5 and 6) show his place of birth as being St.
Catharines, Ont.
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Figure S and 6.

Front and back of Fisher's attestation papers. — Library and Archives Canada
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On September 25, 1914 with only one month of training, the battalion moved to Quebec City to
embark for the United Kingdom. The battalion numbered 45 officers and 1,112 men, who on October
3, 1914 embarked on the SS Alanuia. They arrived at Plymouth, England on October 14, and later
moved to the Salisbury Plain.

On December 22, 1914, Fisher was appointed to Lance-Corporal, and was posted to a machine gun
detachment of the battalion. It was here where he learned about the machine gun and its operation. He
was in command of a machine gun crew of four men. They took a three-week course to train on the
Colt machine gun. At the end of their training, the men were deemed “specialists” in their field. The
Colt machine gun was gas-operated, belt-fed, air-cooled, mounted on a three-leg tripod and it could
fire 400 rounds per minute.

On February 11, 1915, the 1¥ Canadian Division, of which the 13™ Battalion was a part, sailed for
France and arrived at St. Nazire three days later. The Canadians were assigned to the British Second
Army and on March 3, 1915 relieved the 7™ British Division near Fleurbaix. The Canadians first expe-
rience in fighting occurred on March 10 when a British attack took place at Neuve-Chapelle; disap-
pointingly the 1% Division did very little other than provide artillery support.

In mid-April, the division moved north into a salient near Ypres, Belgium which, at the time, was
manned by British, French Colonials and Belgium troops.

Fisher was admitted to No. 2 Canadian Field Ambulance Rest Hospital on April 9 and was
dicharged on April 13 when he returned to his unit.

On April 22, the Division was deployed just east of Ypres, with the 3™ Brigade on the left, 2™
Brigade on the right, 1* Brigade in reserve, and the 45™ Algerian Division of the French Army on the
left flank of the Division.

On the morning of April 22, the Germans began an artillery barrage on Ypres and the nearby towns;
by early afternoon all was quiet. At 1500 hours, the Germans commenced a heavy bombardment on the
French positions which were just north of the 13" Battalion. The Battalion reported that there were
“pipes of sort” projecting through the German lines, with no knowledge of what they were or what was
going to come from them. 1700 hours saw the beginning of the German assault on the French, which
began with the release of the greenish-yellow cloud of chlorine gas. The Canadians were unaware of
what was to come. The French and Algerians retreated, gasping, choking and dying in their footsteps as
this chlorine gas spread into their lungs. The gas started to catch up to the Canadians and a member of
the 9™ Battery, who was a chemist, knew what it was by the smell and told them “to urinate on our field
dressings and place them over our noses.” It is thought the action of this chemist and others by spread-
ing the word saved thousands of lives.

Guns of the German artillery increased their range until their targets included the Canadian trenches
in nearby villages and Ypres itself. The Allied line broke to the left of the Canadian Division and
shortly after the Germans were pouring through the hole. The road to St. Julien was wide open with the
exception of the 10" Field Battery, CFA, which was located just south of Keerselaere.

The 13™ Battalion was in a difficult and dangerous position, in which the French battalion on its left
had been virtually destroyed leaving the 13" exposed to the Germans. At 1830 hrs, the Commander of
the 3 Brigade reported that the 13" Battalion was falling back and was asking for assistance from the
2" Brigade. Battalion Headquarters in St. Julien had reported the withdrawal of the French on the left,
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but stated that although his companies were holding fast he needed immediate assistance.

By 1900 hrs, the 10" Battery, commanded by Major William B. King, found itself in close contact
with the Germans and was in imminent danger of being overrun. The battery consisted of four 18-
pounders and was deployed in an orchard just south of the village of Keerselare, and had been firing
almost continuously in support of the 13" Battalion since 1745 hrs. A French sergeant, who had
attached himself to the battery, suddenly pointed to a hedge row and shouted “Allemands!” King now
discovered that German infantry were on his left flank and within 300 yards of his gun position; they
were forced to reverse two of his guns and fire over open sights in an attempt to break up the German
attack on his battery.

Major King requested help from brigade because heavy small arms fire was coming in all directions
from the Germans, and at 2000 hrs a half-company, about 60 men, from the 14™ and 15" Battalions and
a machine gun detachment from the 13™ Battalion were sent forward from St. Julien. Lance Corporal
Fred Fisher was in command of this detachment.

The arrival of Fisher and his men couldn’t have come at a better time. He worked his way forward
into an isolated building and brought his machine gun into action, driving off the German infantry
closest to the guns of the 10™, and then repulsing any attempt by the Germans to bring reinforcements
forward. During this action, four of the machine gun crews were killed and Fisher made his way to the
rear to find replacements. When Fisher made his way to the 14" Battalion and asked for volunteers,
eight stepped forward and they set up his gun in front of the graveyard of St. Julien.

Meanwhile, the 10" Battery was experiencing difficulty in supplying the guns with ammunition as
two of its ammunition wagons had their teams killed and the wagons were ditched near St. Julien. Men
from the 7" and 15™ Battalions carried rounds weighing 18% pounds forward by hand over some 600
yards. Near this time, two isolated platoons of No. 3 Company situated at the Lekkerboterbeek were
overrun and now there were virtually no allied soldiers between the 10™ Battery and the Germans.
When the orders came to withdraw at about 2100 hrs, King ordered the battery to get away “any way
you can”, but it was under such heavy small-arms fire it could not bring horses forward to pull the guns
out of action. In an almost superhuman effort, the artillery men began man handling the guns to the
rear. Once the guns of the 10™ had been withdrawn safely, Fisher’s machine gun detachment and his
half company of men withdrew to St. Julien.

Fisher’s determination, skill and daring contributed immensely to the safe withdrawal of the 10"
Battery. The 10" Battery was from St. Catharines, the place of birth of Fred Fisher. It is unknown
whether Fisher was aware of the origin of the 10™ or anyone of the 10™ knew of Fisher. Fisher’s older
brother Donald served two years with the Battery before the war. Donald was a now Lieutenant in the
60" Battalion, CEF.

Fighting continued during the night of April 22 and 23, and the 13" continued to come under
intense small-arms fire and was forced to redeploy its platoons to maintain control of the Keerselaere-
St. Julien road. At dawn, a small reinforcement made its way forward, but the Battalion was in for a
long day and heavy casualties. By 2100 hrs on the 23", the situation along the left flank became so
serious that platoons from both No. 2 and 3 companies were added to the force along the Kaaselaere-St.
Julien Road. Lieutenant James G. Ross, the Battalion Machine Gun Officer, in an attempt to drive back
the Germans who were causing the high casualties by small arms fire, added to the defences by taking
forward two of his machine gun detachments. In a valiant effort, Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher:
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“crawled out of a shallow trench and, setting up a gun, was about to open fire when Fisher was
shot dead. A moment later Sgt. McLeod, who had taken Fisher’s place, was killed in the same
way. Leaving this particular gun, Lieut. Ross crawled to a spot where he ordered Lance-Corporal
Parkes and Private Glad to set up another gun and open fire. From this location he ‘got the drop’
on the most bothersome of the opposing trenches and maintained the superiority for the rest of

the day.”

Lieutenant Edward Ward of the 13" Battalion wrote:

“Fred Fisher and many other poor chaps of our Battalion are lying dead near St. Julien.

“Bud” (Fisher) made a glorious name for himself. He was in charge of a gun team in Reserve in
the village of St. Julien. When word of the attack on our line came back he took his team and
gun and started for the front trenches. No one knew the way, but he came upon some artillery
trying to get some big guns out under heavy fire.

He set up his machine gun and covered their retirement. Proceeding forward again he cleared a
bit of wood of Germans, becoming separated from most of his team. He also took charge of a
French machine gun that had been abandoned and got it working again.

He finally found our battalion and reported to Lieut. Ross, the M.G. officer. He was mounting
his gun on the parapet when he was hit in the chest, dying instantly. Lieut. Ross and some of the
other officers buried him in the trench.”

VOL. CLXIV. NO. 118

SEVEN RILLED,
TWO WOUNDED
 IN{GTH AND 1478

Casualty List Also Contains
| Names of Two Hundred Miss-
ing From B.C. Battalion

———

}THEIR COLONEL KILLED
List of BSeven Highlanders
[ Slain in Action Includes
Two Previously
Reported

Ottawa, May 17.—The casuaity st
issued tonight from the Militla De-
partment gives the names of more
than two hundred men as missing
from the Seventh, a British Columbia
battalion, whose commanding officer,
Lteut.-Col. Hag McHArg, the cham-
plon rifle shot, was killed in action
in the first day's fighting by the Can-
adian division near Langemarck.

Thé list also gives the names of
#even non-coms and men of the Thir-
teenth Bautailon, Fifth Royal Mont-
real Highlanders), who were killed in
actfon, and two wounded from the
¥ourteenth Battation( Hoyal Mont-
reals).  They are:

THIRTEENTH BATTALION

Killed in action—Lance-Corp. Frel.
Fisher, 576 Lansdowne avenue, west,
TorontQ: Sergt. Willlam Graham
€colt, 14 Seymour avenue, Montreal
D M. Russell, Carsonby Post Office,
Ont.; A. Cunningham, 189 Chatham
street, Montreal; B. Randolph Piche,
€1, Canut, Que.: Sergt, Willlam Ew-
art Stewart Caryer, p5 McCullough
avenue, Outremont, Que; Desmond
Johnstone, 49 Bardman street, Mil-
town, Maine,

FOURTEENTH BATTALION.

Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher died on April 24, 1915. His parents were
informed of his death by telegram on May 15, 1915.

First notice of the death of Fred Fisher, along with other members of the
13" Battalion, was reported in the Montreal Gazette, June 6, 1915, as shown

in figure 7.
For his gallantry on April 23, 1915,

Fisher was awarded the Victoria Cross,

the first Canadian to receive the VC
during WWI and the first Canadian
ever to receive it while serving in a
Canadian unit. The London Gazette,
June 23, 1915 carried his posthumous
declaration, figure 8.

The Montreal Gazette (June 24,
1915) printed a story “DEEDS THAT
WON V.C. NOT HIS BEST WORK”,
which was about two Montreal sol-
diers, one of whom was Fred Fisher.
Figure 9 shows the start of the story
with the portion pertaining to Fred
Fisher enlarged.

Figure 7.

First notice of the death of Fred Fisher. — Montreal
Gazette, June 6, 1915 — Toronto Reference Library
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War Office,
23rd June, 1915.

His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the grant of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Non-com-
missioned Officers and Man for most con-
spicuous bravery and devotion to duty : —

No. 24066 Lance-Corporal Frederick Fisher,
13th Canadian Battalion.

On 23rd April, 1915, in the neighbour-
hood of St. Julien, he went forward with
the machine gun, of which he was in charge,
under heavy fire, and most gallantly assisted
in covering the retreat of a battery, losing
four men of his gun team.

Later, after obtaining four more men, he
went forward again to the firing line and
was  himself killed while bringing his
machine gun into action under very heavy
ﬁr:% in order to cover the advance of sup-
ports.

Figure 8.
Gazetted notice of Fred Fisher to re-
ceive the Victoria Cross. — Supplement
to The London Gazette of Tuesday, the
22nd of JUNE, 1915.



Fisher’s Victoria Cross was sent to his parents by the War Office accompanied by a letter from His

Royal Highness.

I am directed to enclose the Victoria Cross awarded to the late No 24066, Lance-Corporal Frederick
Fisher, 13th Battalion, and to express to you the Secretary of State’s regret that this very gallant
soldier did not survive to receive his great reward from the hands of His Majesty the King.®

The Black Watch Museum in Montreal has the Victoria Cross medal of Fred Fisher, shown in figure
10. They also have the letter that King George V had sent to the family, this is shown as figure 11.
These two items were presented to the museum by Fred’s sister Alice after their mother's passing.

THE GA’ZFI‘ﬂ. \lO’Wl’REAL. 'lHlRSDAY JUNE 24, 1915

St

DERDSTHATHONYE | avcmcone smon s,
{ NOT HIS BESTWORK been ):rnlnlcd to  Lanco-Corp. l-'rv*:ll

{ 1isher, although this herolc young sok
{ﬂlcr tost his life at Ypres, Is particu-
i 2 4 larly fitting, for not only was the dec-
+Capt. Scrimger, of ’.‘omm" Joration well earned, but ¥red Fisher
Thought Saving Officer a | was the youngest of three sons of Mr.
) fand s. W. H. Flsher, of 576 Lans-
sDcPtac"lar Event dn e avenue, who went to the front |
entally, he was ane of six
ews of Mr. D. Lorne McGibbon |
lunteered for overzeas service
only 1% years of age when he
rt hie course in mining engi-

HONORFOR DEAD~SOLDIER|

|
!

{Ldnce.Corp, Fred Fisher Set

+ i ineering at MceGill and Joined the 5th
UPP.M“‘"“ Oun Under Roynl Highlanders as a private. The
ire and Met Death | | #tirring story of how .with only ane
Fighting {man left he worked his guns and cov-

ered the retirement of a battery, later
| endeavored to set up & gun for another
| company, and was Kkilled as he just
lh.nl 1t (n position, is told In the official
| dispatches. Jt i€ soul stirring, but
will not be surprising to those w
know “Bud,” as he was Rnown amor
his fellow-students and folfow-athiet os.

Aa a football player (he had been nalt-
back on the Westmount Academy
team before earning a similar position
jon the &!c(‘xll &ide) he was known as
| | *“clear geif" and the fiercer the con- |
| | test the surer the prediction that Fred

d the Victona soemnett x| lanhar would distinguieh himselt.
Figure 9.

Story from the Montreal Gazette in regards to
two soldiers to be awarded the Victoria Cross.
— Montreal Gazette, June 24, 1915

Menin Gate Memorial

Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher lies in an unmarked grave in
Belgium, one of the thousands of Canada’s unknown
soldiers in Flanders. His name is on the Menin Gate
Memorial, on the eastern edge of the old town. After the

was chosen as the site of a Memorial Arch that would
commemorate by name nearly 55,000 dead of the armies
of the British Empire who fell in Belgium, most of them
in the Ypres Salient, but whose final resting places were
known only to God. Of these, 6,994 are Canadians. Fig-
ure 12 shows the entrance to the Menin Gate Memorial
containing nearly 55,000 dead whose bodies were never

5th October, 1515.

It is & matter of sincore regret to me
that the desth of Lance-Corporsl Prederiok Pisher
deprived me of the pride of personsily sonferring
upon him the Victoris Oross. the grestest of sll

Military Distinctions.

;
BN IS

Figure 10.
Victoria Cross medal of P et
Fred Fisher, which was 816 Lansdowne Avemse, Westmount,
presented to his family. gt
— Courtesy, The Black
Watch Museum, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada. Figure 11.
Letter from King George V to the family of
Fred Fisher. — Courtesy, The Black Watch
Museum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

Cansds.

Figure 12.
Photo of the Menin Gate.”

recovered but their names are etched within.
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Carved in stone above the central arch, figure 13, through which Menin Road emerges from the town
to cross the moat by a causeway, are the words:

TO THE ARMIES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE WHO STOOD HERE FROM 1914 TO
1918 AND TO THOSE OF THEIR DEAD WHO HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVE.

Over the two staircases leading from the Main Hall, figure 14 is the inscription:

IN MAIOREM DEI GLORIAM
HERE ARE RECORDED NAMES OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO FELL IN YPRES
SALIENT BUT TO WHOM THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENIED THE KNOWN AND
HONOURED BURIAL GIVEN TO THEIR COMRADES IN DEATH.
THEY SHALL RECEIVE A CROWN OF GLORY THAT FADETH NOT AWAY.

Figure 13

Figure 13 and 14.
Inscriptions on the Menin Gate Memorial. — Courtesy, The Great War 1914-1918%

Figure 15.
Inscription of Fred Fisher’s name on the Menin Gate.’

Although Fred Fisher’s body was never recovered, his name is inscribed on the Menin Gate as
shown in figure 15.

Every evening at sunset, with the exception of the occupation years during World War Two, the dead
are remembered with the playing of the Last Post. All traffic through the gateway in either direction is
halted, and two buglers (on special occasions four) move to the centre of the Hall and sound the Last
Post. This is a volunteer operation, which is neither arranged nor supported financially by any govern-
ment. Figure 16 shows a troop of buglers playing the last post.

;.
f“;,v\\

1

¢

@ Stadt leper (Tijl Cap

©S

Figure 16.
Buglers playing the last post. — Courtesy, The Great War 1914-1918*
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Two silver trumpets that are used in the ceremonies were presented to the Ypres Last Post Associa-
tion on May 2, 1961, by Lieutenant Colonel Keiller MacKay, PC, DSO, VD, QC, who had served in the
Canadian Field Artillery. On April 24, 2001, the bugles sounded a remembrance for Lance-Corporal
Fred Fisher, VC.

Commemorations

The Black Watch Museum

The Black Watch Museum, located in Montreal has a plaque in their museum honouring Lance Corporal
Frederick Fisher, VC as shown in figure 17.

Church of St. James the Apostle
On June 11, 1915 a service was held in the Chapel of the Church of St. James the Apostle, Montreal, by

the relatives of Fred Fisher. This was noted in the “Churchwardens’ Report — Easter 1916” which is
shown in figure 18.

Church of St. Fames the HEpostle

fMontreal

CHURCHWARDENS' REPORT—EASTER 1916

To the Partsbioners

Cburch of St. Fames the Epostle.

The Wardens beg to submit the 52nd Annual Report'of the Church-year evding March S1at, 1916.

The receipts from pew rents have maintained the high level set In 1915, but the offertories for
current expenses show a very decided falling off from those of the previous year,

At a time like the present when the war over-shadows everything we should uot allow a mere
teruporary monetary question to affect us or cause any depression. .

The Church has great cause for thankfulness in many ways. The work goes on steadily, being
faithfully and zealously carried on by Rev’d, F. Riliott Baker,

The Wardens desire to put on record their high appreciation of his work in the parish. He has been
a very great assistance to them—It is also a matter of great satisfaction to kuow how much the Rector
appreciates what Mr. Baker is doing to fill the gap caused by his absence on duty at the front.

‘Phie services of Rev. Canon Kittson as special preacher since the departure of the Rector have been
much appreciated. He leaves the parish at the end of April to take up work in the Diocese of Ottawa.

During the year the instaliation of the nmew organ, authorized at the last Vestry weeting, was
accomplished, and in accordance with the accepted plans. The builders, Messrs. Casavant Bros. of St.
Hyacinthe have provided the Church with & very satisfactory instrument, the cost being $8583. The organ
wwas dedicated by the Lord Bishop on Sunday, 31st October.

The contributions to Missions for 1915 show a falling off from those of 1914; notwithstanding this
the important funds, viz. M. S. C, C. and Diccesan, have not been allowed to suffer. The report will be
presented to the Vestry.

The rumours as to the state of the Rector's health for some time past have created a certain amount
of uneasiness in the congregation. We are pleased, therefore, to report, that while he has been temporarily
relieved from duty with his regiment, he hopes to be able ere long to rejoin it. We koow that we are
voicing the feelings of our people in hoping for his speedy return to health and trust that it will not be long
before lie is able with a clear conscience to return to his people who sadly miss his ministrations.

The Wardens take great pleasure in announcing that _g:qt:l_ccpp& has insisted upon defraying the ex-
pense of Canon Kittson's services. This very generous act on his part will we feel sure be miuch commended,

The Rev'd. G. O. T. Bruce continues his faithful work in conjunction with the Rector of St. Jude's
Chureh in caring for the families connected with the St. Autoine Mission. It is hoped that he will be able
to send a report of the worlk for the Vestry meeting,

Durivg the year the Chapel has been enriched by seven Blectric Candle Lights, the generous gift of
Miss Amy Judah, in memory of her brother, Emest Woodward Judah.

Following the Church accounts will be found reports of the various societies connected with the
Church, which give evidence of the devoted work done by the ladies.

Before concluding their report the Wardens wish to express their profound sympathy with the
families of those brave men, members of this Church, who have fallen in the war, viz.:

Major J. N. WARMINTON Carr. C. Hurrox CrROWDY
F' 17 II:‘:‘;:. Il{i HA %n?::!;? o mut:. &?L!!I"ol-i'(:nn v.C
1 . . AL - . s Vol
lgure : Core'L, F. B. CAMERON GUNNER ALAN RICHARDEON
Plaque Honouring Fred Fisher in the Black Watch Museum. i e ong it g gkt s s
_ COurteSy The Black Watch Museum On 16th May a special afternoon service in memory of the late Lieut. Owen Hague was held in the
>

Church, the Lord Bishop being present, as well as representatives from the Artiliery and other regiments,
and friends of Licut, Hague’s family.

On 1lth June a private memorial service was held in the Chapel by the relatives of the late Lance-
Corp'l. F. Fisher, V, C. Rev'd. F, E, Baker conducted this service.

On 81st October a private memorial service was held in the Chapel by the relatives of the late Capt.
C, Hutton Crowdy. Rev'd: Mr, Baker and Canon Kittson officiated.

At the moring service on Sunday, 81st October, the Lord Bishop dedicated two lhandsome tablets;
one to the memory of Major J. N. Warminton, erected by his widow, the other to the memory of Gunver
Alan Richardson, erected by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Richardson. The former tablet was unveiled
by Brig. Gen'l. Mcighen, the latter by Gen'l. Wilson.

On Sunday, 30th Jaouary, 1916, at a special afternoon service the Lord Bishop dedicated a handsome
tablet erected to the memory of Capt. C. Hutton Crowdy by his parents Mr, and Mrs. G. J. Crowdy. The
::kl‘ was unveiled by Lt.-Col, C. N, Monsarrat. Major Rev'd, Dr. R, Bruce Taylor was present and read

lesson.

In August, 1915, there was called to his rest, full of years aud honors, Mr. George Hague., Mr.
Hague had been an honored member of St. James for many years, He was a generous supporter of the
Church and its Missions and he will be greatly missed,

In couclusion, the Wardens wish to express their very deep appreciation of the loyalty and
consideration of the congregation during the year just closed,

Respectfully submitted,
D. B. MACPHERSON, | 17 2o
Moutreal, 31st March, 1916, JAMES MATTINSON, j ' ardens

Figure 18.

Churchwardens Report for Easter 1916 that mentions
a service held for Fred Fisher on June 11, 1915.
— Courtesy, St. Jax Anglican Church Montreal
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The Montreal Gazette, December 18, 1916 printed a story of a ceremony that had taken place the
previous day at the Church of St. James the Apostle in honour of Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC.
Figure 19 shows a portion of this story. During the ceremony, a tablet/plaque was unveiled in honour
of Fred Fisher, VC, it is shown as figure 20. This story was also reprinted in the St. Catharines Stand-
ard, December 28, 1916 for their readers, with the heading as shown in figure 21. This story was also
reprinted in the St. Catharines Standard, December 28, 1916 with the heading as shown in figure 21.

DECEMBER - 18, 1916

UNVELLED TABLET |
“T0 CORP, FISHER, Y.C.
t Impressive ;m;_.ial to Mont-

real Soidier Who | Won
.Army’s Proudest Honor

i

—————

) '/MOTHER WORE HIS CROSS
— e

/| Tablet Unveiled by Officer

Who Was With Him When i 4
He Fell—King Sent : Figure 20.
. His Regrets Plaque for Fred Fisher, VC that was unveiled at the Church

i of St. James the Apostle, Montreal on December 17, 1916.

_ : — Courtesy, St. Jax Anglican Church Montreal
. With impressive ceremonial, a -me=t

morial tablet to the late Lance-Corp.
Frederick Fisher, of the 18th Royal SR -

P o v ow oW

f,‘,“""“:"’ of Canads, who -lost his MEMORIAL TABLET TO NATIVE

e, and won the Victorla Cross, the

proudeaf. honor of the British Army, ST CATHARINES V C WINNER t

y{&t Yprés, was unvelled - yesterday UNVEILED IN MONTREAL

: m‘ornixr:g_‘ at the Church of St James - -

' :5: ﬁ-:’::z; -~';Vh'_'°hc°"9~ Fisher 103 Memory of Lance-Corporal Frederick Fisher, Son

t eiaiatad “mnn;: tas; Cross.. 4t wi of W. H. Fisher rmerly « Accountant at

L r his death, and sent to \ s

||his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. the St. Cathar Branch of the Bank of

_| Fisher, of 576 Lansdowne avenue, with Commerce Who Heroically Gave His Life in
fm‘,’g“&i“l‘ g‘:“ﬁl“ad"‘bzetuj frfl:d the a Successful Undertaking at Ypres in 1915

' en >, %

Jihe" pride of pinalog Ths Haom iy Fittingly Honored—Letter of Regret From

(|on their son. Mr. and Mr& Kisher His Majesty.

: both. attended the. service, Mrs. Fisher ! ki

wearing the Victorla Cross; which her »
!{son had given his life to -win. They Figure 21.

‘|were accompanied : A . . . .
L AIboR, Lottt of bz,eu;uifm ;‘:\::: A reprinted story in the St. Catharines Standard for their
t{soldier, who presented the memorial native born son. — St. Catharines Standard, December 28,
‘! tablet, and" Mrs. McGikbon, while 1916

]

Qam. Ross, of the 13th, who was with
{Corp. Fisher when he was killed, and
was himself seriously wounded, un-
veiled the memorial.

There was a crowded copgregation
!t.')or ::he tservhlce.Rwhu:h was conducted
({by Capt. the Rev. Canon Shatford. i

The memorial tablet had not yet been Flgure 19. . :

: gﬁi?:elo:a “t:)e ‘x_:u, x:’mil waﬁs at thel Story of the ceremony honoring Fred Fisher, VC in which a plaque is to be
ey s pped In the Union placed in the Church of St. James the Apostle. — The Montreal Gazette,

At the oproner nart af tha mammin=| December 18, 1916
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Government of Canada

In the Memorial Chamber of the Peace Tower of the Canadian Parliament Buildings in Ottawa is the
Canadian Virtual War Memorial (CVWM). This memorial is a registry to honour and remember the
sacrifices of the more than 118,000 Canadians and Newfoundlanders who, since Confederation, have
given their lives while serving in uniform. The names of fallen soldiers found in the CVWM are also
inscribed in the seven “Books of Remembrance”. The RCMP’s Honour Roll remembers those who
lost their lives while on operational police duty. The names of fallen RCMP members found in the
CVWM are also inscribed in the RCMP Honour Roll Book." Page 14 of the CVWM (fig. 22) has
Fred Fisher’s name which is the second from the bottom on the left side of the page. This page 14 was
last displayed in the Memorial Chamber of the Peace Tower in Ottawa on January 20, 2017.
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Page 14 from the Canadian Virtual War Memorial."’
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City of St. Catharines

On November 5, 2006, the City of St. Catharines unveiled a plaque on the 150™ Anniversary of the
founding of the Victoria Cross 1856—2006, figure 23. The two honorees on this plaque were
Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC, 1894-1915 and Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall, VC, 1892-1941.
Both had connections to St. Catharines with Fred Fisher being born here and Graham Lyall originally
enlisting with the 19" Battalion, the Lincoln Regiment and then re-enlisting into the 81* Battalion to
go overseas. This plaque is on the outside wall at the entrance to the St. Catharines City Hall.

On Sunday June 28, 1970, an unveiling and dedication of an historical plaque commemorating
Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC took place at Memorial Park in St. Catharines. Figure 24 shows the
program of this event, which was sponsored by The Royal Canadian Legion, H.T. Church Branch No.
24.

i

In Commemoration of the St. Catharines
recipients of the

VICTORIA CROSS

The highest decoration for valour in the British Empire

Yuvriling «d Dediration

)

OF AN

4
§
'3

Historiral Plague

COMMITTEE

COMMEMORATING
LCpl Fred Fisher, VC A L
1894 - 1915 -t age LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER. V.C..
(1594 -1915)

Col Graham Thomson Lyall, VC LLOYD 7. HOLLINGSHEAD  Pres. HT. Chiurch Branch Ne. 24
3 1892 - 1941 : S MEMORIAL PARK, SI. CATHARINESLONTARIO
J. WALTER SHARPE H.T. Church Branch No. 24

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1970 AT 230 O'CLOCK

Unveiled November 5 CHARLES BENTINCK H.T, Chvarch Brarch No. 24

on the 15

founding of the Victoria Cr -200 JOHN SMITH Niagara Histotical Society

A H.PHILIP ADSHEAD CET. Lincoln Hissorical Socicty

Figure 23. Sporsored By
Plaque honouring Lance-Corporal Fred e P gl g
Fisher, VC and Colonel Graham
Thomson Lyall, VC, both who had
connections to the City of St. Cath-
arines.

Chairmas: R Anbur Snyder, Chairman, Public Observances,
H.T. Church Beanch No. 24

The Inscription -

WELCOME ~= Lloyd T. Hollingshead, President,
H.T. Church Baanch No. 24

LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER, V.C., GREETINGS — Mackeazie A. Chown, Mayor,
(1894 - 1915) City of St. Catharines

Hon. Robert §. Wdkh, Q.C, M.P.P,, Lincoln
Provincial Secretary

Bom at 51 Cathaciaes, August 3, 1894, Fred Fisher was a
stadent at McGill University when World War I broke ous He
enlisted in the 13th Battalion, Fiest Division, Canadian Expeditionary
Force, September 23, 1914, Fisher was awarded the Viciotia Cross
for valour in operations near St. Julien, April 23, 1915, duritg the
wcond bate of Ypees, the fist major cagagemxnt in which

Robert M. Johnston, M.P.P., St. Catharines

Professor William Cwmsby,
Dept. of History, Brock University
Representative, Archacological asd Historic
Sites Board of Dntario

Figure 24.

Programme of the ceremony for the
unveiling and dedicating of the plaque
in honour of Lance-Corporal Fred
Fisher, VC. — St. Catharines Public
Library, Special Collections

Camadian troops were involved. While under very heavy fire, be
fed bis machine-gun detachment I gallant and skillful actions
covering the withdrawal of an artillery battery and the advarce of
supporting troops. Fisher was himsel Killed asd has no kaown
grave. His name is inscribed on the Menin Gate Memocial at Ypees.

Plaque crected by the Archacological and Historic Sites Board
of Ontario, Department of Public Records and Archives.
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HISTORICAL

COMMENT ~ — A. H. Philip Adshead, CET, Presideat,
Lincola Historical Society
UNVEILING — H/Col. E. H. Lancaster, ED,, CD,, Q.C.

LAYING OF FAMILY
WREATH — Miss Kathloen Ball, Niagara-on-the-Lake
DEDICATION AND
BENEDICTION — Canca T. E, Downey, BA, LTh,
Rector, St. Geacpe's Anglican Church




At Memorial Park, a plaque was erected by the Ontario Heritage Foundation (an agency of the
Government of Ontario) for Fred Fisher; see figure 25, and the following:

Born in St. Catharines, Fred Fisher abandoned his studies at McGill University when World War I
broke out and served with the 13" Battalion, First Division, Canadian Expeditionary Force. Fisher
was awarded the Victoria Cross for his exceptional courage in action near St. Julien, Belgium, on
April 23" 1915, during the second battle of Ypres. Under very heavy fire he led a machine-gun
detachment covering the withdrawal of an artillery battery. Though his crew fell to enemy attack,
Fisher held their position. He then returned to the garrison for more men and advanced again to the
firing line. Killed in action the next day, Fisher has no known grave.

In 2008, the City of St. Catharines honoured both Fred Fisher and Graham Lyall with streets named
after them along with a street named “Valour Way” for the inscription on the Victoria Cross medal
“For Valour”. Figure 26 shows the street sign “Fred Fisher Cr.”

The St. Catharines Public Library, Special Collections section has a folder for Fred Fisher and in
that folder is a newspaper article making reference to the First Canadian Division Headquarters being
named the “Fred Fisher Building”. Figure 27 shows the article; the source and date of the newspaper is

unknown. atv hcint
Warhero
remembered
The article on the First
World War’s first Victoria Cross
P winner, published in the centen-

LANCE CORPORAL FRED FISHER. VC. nial edition of your newspaper,
was brought to my attention by

1894 - 1915 50 ;

Born in St. Catharines, Fred Fisher abandoned his stu : {I?egfralte%ddgg%?uﬁrlmShaw “'h")
‘ R DA G ! Fred Fisher was my uncie

e e Ve Gl xcertions) T and I thought you might be in-

ge In action near St Julien. Belgium, ¢ il 231915 i terested in knO\Ving that the 1st

Canadian Division has been re-
formed and has a new head-
quarters building in Kingston
named the Fred Fisher Build-
ing. Lieutenant-General J. K.
Dangerfield, who was in coms-
mand at the time, wanted the
_building to be named after a
- soldier who had distinguished

crew fell to enem
returne i

Figure 25. ki ; :

imself . ;
Plaque honouring Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, S0 c-hosel%f'gg fl';?ége‘;.f \Bﬂgﬂ&, ,fcnf
VC, at Memorial Park in St. Catharines. lance-corporal. e

. Lieutenant-General Danger-
field unveiled a portrait of Fred
Fisher and it hangs in the lIobby -
of the building. St. Catharines
can be proud of its local boy
and we are proud he is remem-
bered in this way. i
Margaret Shirriff
Hopperton Drive

Willowdale
] Figure 2_6' ) Figure 27.
11::.re}(11 Fisher Crescent street sign in honour of Fred Newspaper article making mention of the First Canadian
1sher. Division Headquarters being named Fred Fisher Building.

— Name and date of newspaper unknown
— St. Catharines Public Library, Special Collections
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First Canadian Division Headquarters

As mentioned in figure 27, the 1% Canadian Division Headquarters named their building the Fred Fisher
Building as shown in figure 28.

Figure 29 shows the plaque for the official opening of the Fisher Building, which opened on February
28, 1990.

EDIFICE FISHER BUILDING

FHIS BUILDING WAS
OFFICIALEY OPENED

CEF ERIFICE ELFE
INAUGURE OFFICIELEEMENTE
/ PAR

Figure 28 Figure 29.
Photo of the the 1* Canadian Division Headquarters Photo of the plaque for the officially
building named after Fred Fisher. — Steven McQuaid, opening of the Fisher Building.
Imagery Services  — Canadian Forces Base Kingston — Steven McQuaid, Imagery Services

— Canadian Forces Base Kingston

English and French dedication plaques were placed in the building, Figure 30 shows the plaques for
whom the building is named and tells why.

Figure 30.

Photo of the English and French dedication
plaques for whom the building is named.
— Steven McQuaid, Imagery Services
— Canadian Forces Base Kingston

A memorial that has a painting of Fisher along with a photo of his Victoria Cross was placed in the
building (fig. 31) and the gazetted description of his receiving the Victoria Cross, from the London
Gazette.

RIS N

Figure 31.
Photo of a memorial to Fred Fisher, VC, in the
Fisher Building. — Steven McQuaid, Imagery
Services — Canadian Forces Base Kingston
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Westmount High School, Westmount, Quebec
Fred Fisher attended Westmount High School in Montreal in his
teenage years. A painting of Fred Fisher was hanging in the school

library, and a replica of this painting now hangs in the school lobby
(figure 32).

The original portrait was loaned to the Black Watch (Royal
Highland Regiment of Canada) when they celebrated their 150"
anniversary. Later that year, it was formally donated to them by the
Protestant School Board Cultural Heritage Foundation. It now hangs
in honour in their Regimental Headquarters on Bleury Street in
Montreal."" Figure 33 shows the original name plaque on the paint-
ing, which is hanging in the Black Watch Regimental Headquarters.

Victoria Cross - First World War, 1914-1918 Figure 32.

Photo of the replica of
the painting that was on |{3§
display at the Westmount |§

High School Library. [
Fres Fisher was born in SL. Catharine’s, Ontano on 3 August 1695, His family moved — Courtesy of Westmount
0 Manras, Wx‘:‘“‘&”&m;’: was studying Appliad Sclence at High School, Westmount,

Quebec "

Fred Fisher

Figure 33.

. ana
= ke 10 cover e svanes ST oot T T e e vary ey Photo of the name plaque, which is hanging in the Black
(London Gazette, n0.29202, 23 June 1915) Watch Regimental Headquarters.

McGill University, Montreal, Quebec

When World War I began, Fred Fisher was attending McGill University. He went on to enlist in the 13™
Battalion and went overseas with them. In 1926, McGill University published a commemorative volume
entitled “McGill Honour Roll 1914-1918” in honour of the nearly 400 staff, students and faculty who

lost their lives in the Great War. Figure 34 shows the cover of this publication, while figure 35 shows the
page with Fred Fisher, VC.

MCGILL
HONOUR
ROLL — Figure 34 and 35.
1914 - 1918 oo s Semer 9z Cover and page of “McGill Honour Roll
il oyt oo of e, P 1914-1918” and the page with photo of
PR it Fred Fisher.”
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Nearly 25 years later, McGill produced their second Book of Remembrance. It records nearly 700
names of McGill staff, students and faculty who died while serving in uniform during and after World
War I and World War II, and the nearly 9,000 students, graduates, staff and faculty who served in these
World Wars, figure 36 shows the cover of the second publication “Book of Remembrance” and figure
37 shows page 40 with the name of Fred Fisher."

‘ Figure 36 and 37.
Cover and page of McGill’s “Book of Remembrance”
i and the page with the name of Fred Fisher."

Winnipeg Tribune

During the months of November and December 1918, the Saturday edition of the Winnipeg Tribune
featured a Victoria Cross recipient in “The Tribune Junior” section. The November 30, 1918 issue
featured the story of Fred Fisher on page 43 and is shown as figure 38.

Canada in Khaki

The 1917 magazine Canada in Khaki featured the story of Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC. This
magazine was published for the Canadian War Records Office by the Montreal Star Publishing Co.
Ltd., with the net profits going to the Canadian War Memorials Fund. The image of the fallen soldier
is by artist Bram Shaw. The pages for Fred Fisher are shown as figure 39.

N KAAKE Poge 11 Fege

did terriuc execution by firing
nto the brown ™ of the advane-
265, Then they were withdrawn, with
p of a small force of infaniry, into com-
e safety.

It was while this was being done that
Fisler, with a machine-gun belonging to the
13th Dattalion, covered with masterly valour
the extrication of the Geld-guns. All four of
Fisher's crew were shot down, but Fisher, not
content with the work he had done towards
saving the battery, moved his muchine-gun
forward 10 a still more advanced position,
where i was fully exposed 10 the fire of shrap-
nel, machine-guns, and rifles, and where he

mwum c1lumo’r a

WINNIFEG, EATURDAY. NOVEMUER 3

[CANADA'S V.C. HEROES

I No. 2—Lamc (,nrp Frcdnm k Fisher

Fragments from the Glorious Record of Canada’s Fighting Men

H THE SPIRIT OF HEROISM

By Sir GILBERT PARKER
and Captain T. G. ROBERTS

NOTE. ~Tha folbe: bried aceounts af the

actions of & faw of sur officers and men whe
of the he .

Next Week: Lieut. Col Scrlmger, V.C.

Figure 38.

Laace-Cpl. FRED FISHER, V.C,

F there is one thing which this war has
mude clear, it is that the Dritish race has
4 Jegencrated, and that there is, both in the
. Kingdom and in the Overscas

ninions, a dynamic vitality which resoomh

Salient and relieved Loops of tie 11th Divie
sion of the French Army and $,000 yards of
undeveloped trenches. Then it was that the
Germans flooded our Allics on the immediale
teft of the Canadlan position with asphyxie
oting gas, againx which no protection existed,
and that terrible and inbuman mode of attack

fed, blinded and suffocated Turcos and

<plendid measure to opp
On many a wellfought field, since the
- zinning of the war, members of the Over-
= Forees of the Crown have proved them-
as worthy of the highest horours in the
f war as ever British men

Zovaves, and a four-mile gap in civilisation’s
defences was opened o the Germans, and the
Canadian Jeft was uacovered |

Deeds of valour were done on that 230d of
April, saceifices were made, and
courage burned at a white heat in

aave wol.

The fint overseas 1100ps W
win fame and nsme in the war
were  the Canadians, by the
svidem of being first in the
id.  Sirce then, in the Euro.
pean field, Ausiralisns, New
Zealanders,  Newfoundlanders,
East and West Iadians, and,
n a fine degree, South Africans,
have proved the mettle of their
pasture,

March and April, 1915, must
always be a floner of fight in
the garden of this war. It
was in March the Canadian guns ook pant in
the bettle of Neuve Chapelle, and the Princess
Patricia's Light Infantry fought at St. Elois
and it wos in April that the infantry of the
First Canndian Division came 10 stern and
dreadful grips with the enemy.

The Canndian Division moved into Ypres

Page 43 of the Winnipeg Tribune, “The Tribune Junior”

section which featured the story of Fred Fisher, VC.

— Winnipeg Tribune, Saturday, November 30, 191813
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the fight against the makers
of indescribable atrocities, the
tyrants of militarism, the enemies
of civilisation.

Where all are commendable
among the Canadian fighters, it
is a happiness to us that the
names of a few heroes, that the
particulars  of their  gallant
actions, were tecorded and given
to the werld,

Then &t was that Lance-

SIK GILBRRT PARKER Corporal Fred Fisher played

his  magnificent part in  the
struggle agaiast overwhelming odd«. A
battery of Cunadian beld-guns mointained an
advanced and perilous position, supported by
a depleted company of the 14th Banalion.
The guns of the enemy stormed upon them,
but for a time they held their ground, until
the Germans were within & few hundred yards,

stayed, fighting his gun, until he was shot
dea

d.

He lost his life, but he won the Vicioria
Cross. He was an example w0 his fellow-
soldiers; he was the pride of his fellow-
countrymen; and bis name stands for
all men think worth while in the battle of
life.

Men may shrink from the thought of war—
of the awiul storm of mctal, the borrible din
of firing, the ghnstly clamour and the hideous
wound. They think they would reject the
opportunity to foce this swarming death;
but the wonderful part of the Great War
is that the individual, woknown and
unheralded, las proved himseM equal to
bis opportunity, whether he is & news-
sireets of Edinburgh

rporal.
Surh > r. V.C., make us feel
confident of the Tmure of the world,

Figure 39.

Magazine pages from Canada in Khaki, 1917 issue which
featured Fred Fisher, VC. — Canada in Khaki, 1917



Chapter Footnotes

> For Valour, Lance Corporal Fred Fisher, VC by Lieutenant Colonel William A. Smy Omm, CD, UE,
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COLONEL GRAHAM THOMSON LYALL, VC

Graham Thomson Lyall was born on March 8, 1892 in Chorlton,
north of Manchester, England. At the age of 20, Lyall left England
and immigrated to Canada, arriving at Quebec City on June 9, 1912.

Upon arrival he proceeded to Welland, Ontario, where he was
employed at the Canadian Steels Foundries. With a downturn in the
employment at Canadian Steels Foundries, Lyall was hired as a

mechanical engineer with the Canadian Niagara Power Company in
Niagara Falls, Ontario.

On August 6, 1914, two days after war being declared, the Gover-
nor General called out units of the militia and placed them on active
duty. The 19" Battalion, the Lincoln Regiment of St. Catharines and
the 44" Battalion, the Lincoln and Welland Regiment of Lincoln &
Painting of Col onel Graham Thomson _ WWelland Counties were called out to supply the man power of the

Lyall, VC, by artist Howard Somer- Welland Canal Force, whose purpose was to guard the Welland
ville, Beaverbrook Collection of War

Art, CWM 197102610665, Canada anal, close the border and guard the railroad bridges that crossed the
War Museum Niagara River.

Upon resigning his employment at the Canadian Niagara Power Company, he enlisted with the 19"
Battalion on October 23, 1914 in St. Catharines. Disenchanted with the monotonous routine of the

Welland Canal Force, Lyall enlisted with the 81* Battalion, CEF, figure 40 shows his attestation papers
enlisting with the 81* Battalion.
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Figure 40.

Copy of Lyall's attestation papers for the 81* Battalion, CEF. — Library and Archives Canada
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While at the St. Catharines Recruiting Depot in the armoury on Lake
Street, Lyall was appointed acting corporal on October 1, 1915. Figure 41
shows a photo of Corporal Lyall with an unidentified sergeant.

On the evening of April 25, 1916, the “Kitty’s Own” (a nickname for
the 81* due to the large make up men from St. Catharines) entrained at
the Exhibition Grounds in Toronto for Halifax. And on April 28, 1916, the
81* embarked on the S.S. Olympic at Halifax. Figure 42 shows a photo of
the S.S. Olympic in her dazzled camouflage.

Figure 43 shows a page from the Canadian Expeditionary Force, 81
Battalion, Nominal Roll of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and
Men, which lists Lyall’s name.

Figure 41.
Photo of Private Lyall with an
unidentified sergeant.— Photo
courtesy Sandy Ferguson™

e

Figure 42.
Photo of the S.S. Olympic in her dazzle camouflage.'®
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Figure 43.
Page from the CEF 81* Battalion Nominal Roll which shows Lyall’s name (see asterisk).
— Library and Archives Canada
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On May 6, 1916, the 81st Battalion disembarked at Liverpool and travelled by rail to the West
Sandling Training Area in Kent, England, which was reached the next day.

While in England, in June of 1916, the 81st Battalion became a reinforcement regiment and began
supplying men to various units when needed. On June 7, 1916, Lyall was part of the first reinforcements
for the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF.

Lyall fought in the Battle of the Somme and on October 10, 1916 was promoted to Acting Ser-
geant and later in the day promoted to Sergeant. On March 13, 1917, Lyall was transferred to England;
while there he was appointed Temporary Lieutenant on April 28 and was posted to the 8th Reserve
Battalion. On September 24, 1917 Lieutenant Lyall was posted to the 102nd Canadian Infantry Battal-
1on, CEF, in which he served until the end of the war.

Canal du Nord 1918

After the Canadian Corps breached the Drocourt-Quéant Line, on September 3, 1918, a directive was
issued for a general Allied offensive on the entire front from the Meuse to the English Channel. On
September 27, a joint attack by the First and Third British Armies in the general direction of Cambrai
was to capture the northern part of the Hindenburg Line. Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig ordered the
First Army to seize Bourlon Wood and cover the Third Army’s left flank as the latter advanced on
Cambrai and subsequently on to Valenciennes. The capture of Bourlon Wood was assigned to the
Canadian Corps. It was here at Bourlon Wood that Lieutenant Lyall was awarded the Victoria Cross for
his actions. While leading his platoon he captured 13 prisoners, one field gun and four machine guns.
Later Lyall and his platoon rushed another position killing the officer and capturing 45 prisoners, 5
machine guns. On October 1st, he captured another position which yielded 80 prisoners and 17 machine
guns. In all of 2 days, Lt. Lyall remarkably captured 3 officers, 182 others, 26 machine guns and one
field gun.

On October 7, 1918, Brig.-General Odlum recommended that Lt. Lyall be awarded the Victoria
Cross; it was signed off by Maj.-General Watson, Commander of the 4th Canadian Division and Lt.-
General Currie, Commander of the Canadian Corps.

The “Appendix A Honours & Rewards” from the War Diary of the 102nd Battalion in December
1918, lists those who were being awarded medals for previous actions, see figure 44.
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In the St. Catharines Standard, October 19, 1918, issue there is a
StOI'y “GLORIOUS DEEDS OF CANADIANS AT CAMBRAI” Wthh 1£elf hold un by machine gun fre from
told the story of the Battle of Cambrai. It went on as shown in figure 45.

At the time of the story, it was not known who this Lieutenant was.

| While leading bis platoon against|
| Prurlon wood & lisutenant of a Rrit-
(ish Ceolumbdia hattalion found him-

(& sunken road. FHe tock his men
jaround the enemy's fSank and up-?
tured the stroughold 2'li'ng the ¢rew |
and ecapturing one ofMeer and ten
other ranks, with one fleld gun and |
four machine guns. Later, on having

When hostilities ended on November 11, 1918, peace to Europe and | sassd threuen our front wave, his

the world became a reality. Figure 46 shows an undated photo of Lt.

Lyall and an unidentified major of the 102nd Battalion.

In The London Gazette, December 13, 1918 issue, notice appeared in

which the King gave his approval to a group of Victoria Cross recipients,
one of which was Lt. Graham Thomson Lyall, as shown in figure 47.

The lieutenant’s name in the article shown in figure 45 was never

mentioned. This was corrected in the issue of December 18, 1918, which
has a lengthy article about Lt. Lyall (a small excerpt is shown as figure

48).

War Office,
14th December, 1918.
His Majesty the KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Victoria
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Warrant,
Officer, Non-commissioned Officers and Men : —

L%, Graham Thomson Lyall, 102nd Bn., 2nd
Central Ontario R. )

For most conspicuoiis bravery and skilful
leading during the operations north of
Cambrai.

On September 27th, 1918, whilst leading
his platoon against Bourlon Wood, he ren-
dered invaluable support to the leading

. company, which was held up by a strong
_point, which he captured, by a flank move-

" ment, together with thirteen prisoners, one
field gun and four machine guns.

Later, his platoon, now much weakenerd
by casualties, was held up by machine guns
at the southern end of Bourlon Wood.
Collecting any men available, he led them
towards the strong point, and springing
forward alone, trushed the position
single-handed and killed the officer in
charge, subsequently capturing ab this point
forty-five prisoners and five machine guns.
Having made gcod his final cbjective, with
a8 fmer ‘capture of forty-seven prisoners,
he consolidated his position and thus pro-
tected the remainder of the company.

On October lst, in the neighbourhood cof
Blecumi’t,, :&fenulin command olfl a weﬁ r:;m-

2 dispositions he cap! a
mglyydefended position, which yielded
eighty prisoners and seventeen machine

© guns, :
gll1')\11'ing two days of operations Lb. Lyall
captured in all 3 officers, 182 other ranks,
26 machine guns and one field gun, exclu-
sive of hea casualties inflicted. He
.showed throughout the utmost valour and
high powers of command,

Figure 47.

Ty

A post war photo of Lt. Lyall and
an unidentified major of the 102™
Battalion. — Dept. of National
Defence, Library and Archives

Copy of the King’s approval of the Victoria
Cross to Lt. Graham Thomson Lyall. — The

London Gazette, December 13, 1918

Vs

Figure 46.

Canada, PA-003990
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| party wne checked by u strong en.
rmy post south of Bourlon woad '
| Many of his own company by this
thrs wera casutlifes. 8o, gathering
tcgether o dotall from anathar com.
peny, he led tham In. He rushed the
L post st onee, XiMing the afficer aud
capturing 49 prisoners, with machine
guns. Pushing on to their final ohjre.
tive, the party ecaplured two offf.|
cars and 45 other ranke. His right
Gank being In the nir, he took up A
detonsiye position, forming s flank |
for the adjelntng troops, On October |
1 at Blacourt this intrepld officar
found himself in command of & com.
prny now reduced to 50 of all ranks,
snd with this littls band he reptured
$9 prisonars and 17 machine guna, !
In two days' fghting his record way |
three officerr, 130 of other ranks, !
one field run 2nd 26 maeck'ne guas
csptured, exclusive of ememy killa}
&nd wounded, L

F SV S . te'a

Figure 45.
Article from the St. Catharines,
October 19, 1918, issue which tells
the story of a brave Lieutenant.
— St. Catharines Public Library,
Special Collections

LIEUT.LYALL, V.C, ALIVE
'AND WELL IN FRANCE

Account of Achieve?
ments Was Nameless LONDON, Jee. 10Tk AR

—_— wot
EXPECTS AN e etk o the i
EARLY RETURN| fice 1315, Gu the s of he

Letter From Hero Ar-
rives on Same Days as | o o ae of the |

in Standard

Announcement | mat popalar tgiel” sbows—

. Y v
came to band on Tussdsy evenlag, tlime were o,
when Ex-Mayor Burgoyse recelved & together ¢ detall from another com-
letter from Liest. Gradam T, Lyall,(pany, be led them lo, He rashed the
V.0, of the 1038d Cansdians, dated post at onee, killlag the o¥icer

from

Halgium. The letter arrived on the(guns. Pushing os to thelr Bual

yall bad been awarded (he Vietoria(cers snd {5 other rasks His right

18
Croms,

The Jetter asks
Standard, though with the modesty|y o4 py . u"j?‘" ey

of all
about
great
oued -
scroll

Lieat. Lysil says in part: *1
ness you will probably not temep- cne Seld gon and 16 maching guns
:« me s -m"n‘. 1 do you, but’ 1/ csptured, -zpln of woemy killed
Rsed (o live with Rev. de 1s Rosa at [a5d wounded.

and
[ phoriat, mesr Moms, |capturiag 49 prisoasrs, with -ﬁ:‘
duy s the pews that Liegt. Uve, (be party captored (wo offl-
fank belng In (B air, be took up &

1 N fank
Ay m‘f.'."f.‘."h; mlun‘ forming = 3

1
beroes, be says very litUeiroung nimsell (n command of & com.
the deed that won Blm #uch puny now reduced to 49 of all ranks,
recoguition, and has emblai-|,pg with this little band he captuied
Tl mamie o the Kmplre's'sge ~37-machisa guns.
of fame. 1z two days" Sghting bis record was
thres officers, 150 of other ranks,

Ohy, and enlisted -a: tas out-{ T e Tt
break of the war with the 155 Line LOCAL ITEMS
ST T e B e
Battal
454 farewsll speech.” This has rel- u;'olv‘::bul:r & fow dary
srence o the occaslon of the Dreser-| |y 5. Catbarines. oS
tation of the colors to the $1st Bal-' ;. Peter Muldoon e able (0 be
lalien b7 Wayor BurgoyBe at TOroR~ adost haain alter tajaris re
oo i T A LT Sy atlornecs whmm RS RO
Figure 48.

Article from the St. Catharines, December 18, 1918
issue, which introduces Lt. Lyall to the public. — St.
Catharines Public Library, Special Collections



A lengthy story of Lt. Lyall ran in the St. Catharines Standard on January 10, 1919 (fig. 49).

This article had a letter from Lt. Lyall to the O.C. 19" Regiment, St. Catharines, from the O.C.
102™ Canadian Infantry Battalion, as well as a letter from the O.C. 19" Lincoln Regiment to the
Standard. The letter from Lt. Lyall to the O.C. 19" Lincolns is shown as figure 50. In it he states that
he is having a gun captured at Bourlon Wood on September 27, 1918 sent to the 19" Lincoln Regi-
ment. Figure 51 shows a letter from the O.C. 102™ Canadian Infantry Battalion to the O.C. 19™
Lincoln Regiment, which states “that arrangements have been made to send a war trophy in the way of
a 77mm gun which was one of the guns taken in the area of Marchipont on November 6, 1918.” The
77mm gun which was to be shipped had a registered number of 5190. Apparently, this gun never left

Europe; it was melted down."

GRAHAM.T. LYALL PROPOSED

Further C;r;espondcnce
. Relating to Captured
i Gur Presented

Unrrespondenss from  Lisut Col
Belson, O. €, 18th Lincoln
who s &t present in Torente
wo from Lisgl<Coi. Lester, O\ C
1020 Battalion, to which Liewl Gxe-
bem T. Lysil belomngs, {5 publii
below, which would indicate riat

By J. W. T. Masoa.
(Standarg Lessed Wire. '
NEW YORK, Jau. 10.—The wuc-
be cess of the Ebert government In its

i

caplurnd German gun which {5 belng ot costane ammnnnios with tha mas |

Figure 49.

Heading from a lengthy article in the Sz. Catharines
Standard, January 19, 1919. — St. Catharines Public
Library, Special Collections

|
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|
|

'l 1% Bhé?f hr h ‘.
{"Glorions” Deods of Cnudt::‘:’ a{

iOambral” a6 carticle  beptoning
{"While ledding » platoon, n Brittah
Catwmblan  Licutenant,” ete. Well
ihat §s 2 record ae,eoa;:lfs_ml Ty
(#eit, but inatend of oop gus (L shoutd |
Ve reud lon pune, and 1o mol

- Lieut bt from Bt Catlisrines

Letter from Lyall to the O.C. 19"
Lincolns. — St. Catharines Public
Library, Special Collections
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{The Ofitcey Vommpoding 19th Lin-

Tand some little bistoric ioterest @t.

, -
Feves Ligaet.-Col, Lister.

.
coln Hepimedr. S1 Catharines,
Ontasie: '

Bir.~— 1 Bave tha plemsare of in-
formiug you that at the reguost -ul
Lient. G. 7. Lyall, of (his bartavesn
I have mads eYyraBgements fo hee
torwsrded (o you a war irophy  ‘n
the vhape of & capinred TTMM gun
wnich was end of the spolls taken
Ly this bartxiion dunng. {ta receut
pdvance naat of the clty of Valencien-
Ros,

The zup wax acteslly caplared an
the €th November, 18IS, in the Im-

medlsle nolghborioad of Marchlpon:

taches o 1 i thut wnr oftemulive of
{that dele war the last ia which (e
yFoprit Canadies Divislon was earag-
od. Tho Elaventh and Twelfth Lri
gades going ant of (ke Nno thy samy
‘might; the Tonih bhad already Josve
jouy on the yprevious eveuing.  Fhv
cwhole Divialon wis consequenily is
(rest-Billety at the momont when the
lermisties was yignod.

i pfneerely hepe thtat (he gan chied
'you aill readily cecoznite by  ts
iregitered pumber 3180, will jeacn!
lynw I goud condition, 1 hava Bo lica
thow long #t will be befere the auth-
joritien. underiake Jiv shipmeat, dut
I sms wfrald that rome delay s anm-!
lavoldable. May 1 vetare to jose’
[that you, your officers qnd the N.C {
O’y znd meo under your cummand
will aécept this srophy fo the apiric
in which It ta oflered, a4 @ mimento
of the Great War Lrom & wolt i the |
tield to 4 reglmrnt at home  There |
i5 0ot one of us who doer aot realize
ithst only the uitiring cftorts of :hr;
(milhia regimenty ef honte hefors and
(durieg the war wade posdidle the!
Hormiatlon amd mnistensnce of thel
Lensdlan Expeditionary Foree
') hats tha hepor to be. Sir,
¢ Your obedicnt zsryvant,

! Frod Lister, Licar.-Col.
1 . 0.C 162nd Canadiza In-
feniry Imtizlioan. ; ‘

Figure 51.
Letter from the O.C. 102™
Canadian Infantr%l Battalion
to the O.C. 19" Lincolns.
— St. Catharines Public
Library, Special Collections



On February 15, 1919, the St. Catharines Standard carried a letter from a member of the Niagara
Rangers that made mention of the St. Catharines Boys with Lt. Lyall:

ST. CATHARINES BOYS WERE WITH LIEUT. LYALL, V.C.

The following letter dated January 25th, at Brussels in Belgium, received by Ex-
Mayor Burgoyne, shows that in the ranks of the men who aided Lieut. G. T. Lyall win
his Victoria Cross were several Boys from St. Catharines.

Dear sir: - In looking over the Standard of December 18th and reading about Mr.
Lyall and his V.C. I think, Sir, that you and the good people of St. Kitts should know
that Mr. Lyall was in command of a company made up mostly of St. Catharines boys,
and especially with the good old “Niagara Rangers” represented, Joe Hart of Port
Dalhousie, good old Bill Bradshaw of the “Rangers,” and Roy Boyle (Killed) and
many others from St. Kitts helped Mr. Lyall get his V.C. Hats off to the boys of St.

Kitts.

Thanking you for the space, I remain, Sir.
“An Old Ranger,” A. Co.

“C. CO. 102nd”

The St. Catharines Standard March 8, 1919 issue featured a photo of Lt. Lyall along with the follow-

ing:

LIEUT. GRAHAM T. LYALL, V.C. Who is expected to arrive in the city about May Ist. He is at
present in Petrograd Hotel Hospital, London, under special treatment for trench mouth. Before
coming to St. Catharines, he will take to himself during Easter week a bride, who will come with
him to Canada. On arrival in the city they will be the guests of Judge and Mrs. Campbell.

On March 15, 1919, King George V presented about 320 recipients of various honours at Bucking-
ham Palace, one of whom was Lt. Lyall as outlined in figure 52 from the London Sunday Times.

Figure 53 shows a photo of Lt. Lyall wearing his ribbon of the Victoria Cross outside Buckingham
Place on the day of the presentation.

ABSENT V.C.

DECORATION BY KING
DEFERRED.

About 320 recipients of various h s were

Pte. N. Harvey. Royal Inniskillings, was on
the list for decoration with the V.C., but was
prevented from attending, and his investiture
had to be deferred.

NEW KNIGHTS.

Vice-Admiral Arthur Leveson and Maj.-Gen,
Charles Harington were made Knights Com-

ders of the Bath and received the accolade

personally decorated by the King at an Inves-
titure yesterday. His Majesty was attended
by members of his personal suite and by re-
presentatives of the Lord Chamberlam's De-
portment.

Major A. Waters, R.E., was decorated with the
Victaria Cross, the D.S.0., and the M.C, From
a record read by the King's Equerry, Major
Reginald Seymour, it appeared that this officer
displayed conspicuous bravery and devotion
dufing the bridgivg of the Oise-Sambre Canal
in November last. When all other officers had
been killed or wounded, he went forward and
personally supervised the operations under a
fire which was #o intense that it scemed im-
possible for him to escape.

Lieut. G. Lyall, Cent. Ontario Regt., also
received the V.C. During two days of opera-
tions his captures included three officers, 182
of other ranks, and twenty-six machine guns,
with one ficld gun.

of knighthood. Mr. Robert Elliott-Cooper also
was knighted and received the insignia of a
K.C.B. (Civil Division). 4

Maj.-Gen. J. Davidson, M.P., and Maj.-
Gen. A. Montgomery were knighted and in-
vested as Inights Commanders of the Order
of St. Michael and St. Ceorge. Maj.-Gen.
! Montgomery also received the Military C.B.

Other recipients of honours included four
officers who wveceived Companionship of the
Bath and of the Order of St. Michael and St.
George, half o dozen C:B.s (Military Divi-
sion), thirty-two C.M.G.’s, three C.I.E.’s,
three bars to Distinguished Service Orders," a
D.S.0. with bar, 3 D.S.0. with D.S.0., three
D.8.0.'s, accompanied by Military Cross and
two bars, a D.S.0. with bar to a M.C., two
D.S.0."s with the M.C. and bar. cight D.S.0.'s
with the M.C., a very long list of D.S.0.’s.

Figure 52.
Newspaper story of the Investiture at Buckingham Palace.
— London Sunday Times, March 16, 1919
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Figure 53.
Newspaper story of the Investiture at
Buckingham Palace. — London Sunday
Times, March 16, 1919



The medals that were awarded to Colonel Lyall-with his Victoria Cross being the first shown are
illustrated in figure 54.

Figure 55 shows Lt. Lyall and his family outside of Buckingham Palace on the day of the presenta-
tion of his VC.

Lyall was released from the Canadian Army on August 5, 1919. With the outbreak of World War II,
Lyall enlisted in the British Army and was promoted to Major on April 26, 1939. He was promoted to
Commanding Officer of the 87" Lines of Communication Sub Area on October 15, 1941 when he was
at Almaza, Egypt. On November 28, 1941, Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall passed away in his sleep
and is buried at the Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery a British Military Cemetery in Egypt. Figure 56
shows the tombstone marker for Lyall at the cemetery, and figure 57 shows the entrance to the cemetery.

Figure 54.
Medals awarded to Colonel Lyall during his career."*

Figure 5S.

Photo of Lt. Lyall and his family outside Buckingham
Palace. - Canada Dept. of National Defence, Library
and Archives Canada, PA-006708

Figure 56. Figure 57.
Colonel Lyall Graham Thomson tombstone Entrance to the Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery
marker at the Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery in Egypt. — Photo by Peter Leggo"®

in Egypt. — Photo by Peter Leggo"®
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Commemorations

City of St. Catharines

In 2008, the City of St. Catharines honoured both Graham Lyall and Fred Fisher with streets named
after them, along with a street named “Valour Way” for the inscription on the Victoria Cross medal
“For Valour”. The street sign for “Colonel Lyall St.” is shown in figure 58.

The Ontario Heritage Foundation placed a memorial plaque for Colonel Lyall at the Lincoln and
Welland Armouries in St. Catharines (fig. 59). Its inscription reads:

Graham Thomson Lyall emigrated from Britain in 1911, eventually settling in Niagara Falls where
he worked for the Canadian Niagara Power Company. In 1914, at the start of the First World War,
Lyall enlisted in the 19th “Lincoln” Regiment at St Catharines. Later, he joined the Canadian
Expeditionary Force and fought at the Somme in 1916, Arras and Ypres in 1917, and Amiens in
1918. On September 27 and October 1, 1918, Lyall led his platoon against the enemy at Bourlon
Wood and Blecourt, displaying exceptional valour and leadership, inflicting heavy casualties, and
capturing 182 prisoners, 26 machine guns, and one field gun. “For most Conspicuous and skilful
leading during the operations north of Cambrai”, King George V invested Lyall with the Victoria
Cross, the British Empire’s highest decoration for valour.”

Figure 58. Figure 59. Figure 60.

Colonel Lyall St. sign in honour of Memorial plaque at the Lake Street Plaque honouring Colonel Graham
Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall. Armouries produced by the Ontario ~ Thomson Lyall, VC and Lance-Corporal
Heritage Foundation. Fred Fisher, VC, both who had connec-

tions to the City of St. Catharines.

On November 5, 2006, the City of St. Catharines unveiled a plaque on the 150™ Anniversary of the
founding of the Victoria Cross 1856-2006, (figure 60). The two honorees on this plaque were Colonel
Graham Thomson Lyall, VC, 1892-1941 and Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC, 1894-1915. This plaque
is on the outside wall at the entrance to the St. Catharines City Hall.

Colonel Lyall's name appears on the Honour Roll at St. Barnabas Church in St. Catharines.

British Columbia Regiment (DCO) (Duke of Connaught's Own)
On November 11, 2007, the British Columbia Regiment dedicated five benches in its park to the VC
recipients, one of whom is Colonel Lyall. Figure 61 shows the plaque on his bench.

ITEUTENANT GRAHAM THOMPSON LYALL, VICTORIA CROSS

[ 102ND INFANTRY BATTALION (NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIANS) Flgure 61'
~ CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE . .
27 SEPTEMBER 1918, BOURLON WOOD, HINDENBURG LINE P]aque honourlng Colonel Lyall on one of the
CAMBRAI, FRANCE h .
benches in the park beside the Beatty Street

Armoury. — British Columbia Regiment (DCO)




Bourlon Wood Memorial
The BCR (DCO) presented a plaque on September 6, 2008 at Bourlon Wood Memorial for Col. Lyall,
VC. Figure 62 shows a memorial to Colonel Lyall at Bourlon Wood.

A memorial of the Battle of Bourlon Wood commemorating the battle is shown as figure 63.

\T'/'.’

-l -

5 LINUTENANT CRAMAM THOMPEOW LYALL,  LIFUTENANY GRANAM THOMPSOW LYALL,
TON:

ITISN COLUMNIA REGIMENT (OUKE UONT'S OWN) ASTOCIATION
6 SEPTEMNER 304

Figure 62.
The memorial at Bourlon Wood with the plaque honouring Colonel Lyall."?

Figure 63.
Memorial at Bourlon Wood commemorating the battle that took place there.

Chapter Footnotes

4 por Valour, Colonel Graham Thompson, VC by Lieutenant Colonel William A. Smy Omm, CD, UE,
with Alexander F. D. Ferguson, 2009

15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Olympic
16-Find a Grave, https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/1966591/halfaya-sollum-war-cemetery
17. http://www.webmatters.net/txtpat/index.php?id=677
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THE REVEREND CAPTAIN JOHN WEIR FOOTE, VC

John Weir Foote was born on May 5, 1904 in Madoc, Ontario.
Foote was educated at the University of Western in London,
Ontario, Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario and McGill
University in Montreal, Quebec. In 1934 he entered the Presby-
terian ministry and served congregations in Fort-Coulonge,
Quebec and Port Hope, Ontario.

With the outbreak of war in 1939 he enlisted in the Canadi-
an Army, Canadian Chaplain Services and was posted to the
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (RHLI) as the Regimental
Chaplain with a rank of Honorary Captain.

He went overseas with the RHLI and they took part in the
raid on the French port of Dieppe on August 19, 1942 that
proved to be a disaster. Over 5,000 Canadian troops took part
Photo of Reverend John Weir Foote, VC'®  in Operation Jubilee where over 900 men were killed in 3
hours and over 2000 were captured and taken as POWs to

serve out the war in a prison camp. With the carnage taking place upon landing on the beach, he
attached himself to the Regimental Aid Post. In the eight hours to follow he assisted the Regimental
Medical Officer in tending to the wounded. Many times he put his life at risk while he went forward to
bring the wounded back to the safety of a stranded landing craft that was used as a Regimental Aid
Post. When landing crafts appeared to begin the evacuation, he again moved the wounded from the
cover of shelter to the landing craft with no consideration for his welfare. When the time came for him
to be evacuated, he refused and stayed with the wounded men. He was taken as a POW and while
imprisoned he served and ministered his men for three years until liberated with the surrender of Nazi
Germany on May 5, 1945.

Page 1 of The London Gazette, February 14, 1946 (fig. 64) provides the details of the King’s
approval of the award of the VICTORIA CROSS to Honorary Captain John Weir Foote, Canadian
Chaplain Services.

The citizens of Hamilton were informed of the awarding of the Victoria Cross to Chaplain Foote in
February 12, 1946 issue of the Hamilton Spectator, (fig. 65). The same issue ran many stories and
photos of Chaplain Foote. Two photos are shown in figures 66 and 67.

In 1948, after his military career was over, John Weir Foote was elected in the provincial election
for the Legislative Assembly of Ontario and served as the Progressive Conservative member of the
Provincial Parliament (MPP) for Durham. He was first appointed as Deputy Commissioner for the
Liquor Control Board of Ontario and after the 1951 election served as the Ontario Minister of Reform
Institute. After several heart attacks, he resigned from the provincial legislature in 1959.

He returned to the RHLI in 1964, serving as Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel until 1973. On May 2,
1988, Foote passed away at his home in Cobourg, Ontario.
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SUPPLEMENT

The London Gazette

Of TUESDAY, the 12th of FEBRUARY, 1946

Published by Authority

Registered as a newspaper

THURSDAY, 14 FEBRUARY, 1946

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE,
OTTAWA.
14th February, 1946.

THE CANADIAN ARMY.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to:—

Honorary Captain John Weir Foorg, Cana-

dian Chaplain Services. .

At Dieppe, on 1gth August, 1942, Honor-
ary Captain Foote, Canadian Chaplain
Services, was Regimental Chaplain with the
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry.

Upon landi on the beach under heavy
fire he aﬁachelfi)%ﬁmsekf to the Regimental Aid
Post which had been set up in a slight depres-
sion on the beach, but which was only
sufficient ‘to give cover to men lying down.
During the subsequent period of approxi-
ma.tggr eight hours, while the action con-
tinued, this officer mot only assisted the

Regimental Medical Officer in ministering to
the wounded in the Regimental Aid Post,
but time and again left this shelter to inject
morphine, give first-aid and carry wounded
personnel from the open beach to the Regi-
mental Aid Post. On these occasions, with
utter disregard for his personal safety,
Honorary Captain Foote exposed himself to
an inferno of fire and saved many lives by his
gallant efforts. During the action, as the tide
went out, the Regimental Aid Post was
moved to the shelter of a.stranded landin,
craft. Honorary ptain Foote continue
tirelessly and courageously to carry wounded
men from the exposed beach to the cover
of the landi craft. He also removed
" wounded from: inside the landing craft when
ammunition had been set on fire by enemy
shells. When landing craft appeared he
carried wounded from' the Regimental Aid
Post to the landing craft through very heavy
fire ’

beach as his chief concern was the care and
evacuation of the wounded. He refused a
final opportunity to leave the shore, choosing
to suffer the fate of the men he had minis-
tered to for over three years.

Honorary Captain Foote personally saved
many lives by his efforts and bis example
inspired all around him. Those who observed
him state that the calmness of this heroic
officer. as he walked about, collecting the
wounded on the fire-swept beach will never be
forgotten.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
0¥ KNIGHTHOOD. .
St. James’s Palace, S.W.x.
. I4th February, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased, on the
advice of His Majesty's Australian Ministers, to
ive orders for the following appointments to the
Tost Honourable Order of the Bath, in recognition
of gallant and distinguished services in the South
West Pacific:—
To be Additional Mewmbers of the Military Division

of the T'hird Class, or Companions, of the said

Most Honourable Ovrdey:—

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.
Mad‘or-General (temporary) Alan Hollick RaMSAY,
.B.E., D.S.0., E.D. (VX.27). =
Major-General (temporary) Jack Edwin Stawell

TEVENS, D.S.0., E.D. (VX.17).

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. Jawmes’s Palace, S.W.x.
14tk February, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased, om the
advice of His Majesty’'s Australian Ministers, to
give orders for the following promotions in, and
appointments to, the Most cellent Order of the
Eritish Empire, in recognition of gallant and dis-
tinguished services in the South West Pacific:—

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

To be Additional Commanders of the Military Divi-
sion of the said Most Excelient Order:—

Brieadier (temporary) Rudolph BierwirtH, O.B.E.
X.28

On several occasions this officer had the Brigadi + bn Frerp, D.S.0., E.D.
opportunity to embark but returned to”the r(‘%ax:;oase S
Figure 64.

The London Gazette, February 14, 1946, which shows the proclamation of the awarding the Victoria
Cross to Honorary Captain John Weir Foote. — The London Gazette, February 14, 1946
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HAMILTON CANADA TUKSDAY FEBRUARY 13 1%

Padre of Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Wins V.C.

MAJOR JORN WEIR FOOTE HERO Mumclpal Tax Rate Defmztely Fixed at 35 Mills

Is First Chaplain of Officers and Men of
Canada’s Army to Get | Famed Local Regiment vy e e . ————— —— o~ —————~

Figure 65.
Newspaper heading informing the citizens of Hamilton of the awarding of the Victoria Cross to Chaplain
Foote. — The Hamilton Spectator, February 12, 1946

FAMILY CONGRATULATES VICTORIA CROSS WINNER—Hon. Major John Weir Foote, padre of the 1st (Active)

nr.ln a o1 ajor John Weir
valour and 1-:.1. .8 Toent Ph k":.‘:.h.f' r"th':-o::?i:'b)vnvp Battalion, Battalion of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (WR.) from the time l’tom mobilized until he was taken prisoner at
assault on Dieppe earned him the Dieppe, has been awarded the Empire’s highest decoration for valour, the Victoria Cross. In this photograph, taken by
o “" "' army photographers, he is receiving the congratulations of members of his family while a guest of Dr. C. W. Sheridan,
Rockeliffe. Left to right the {amily members are: Mrs. Sheridan, his sister-in-law; his 16-year-old niece, Miss Elizabeth

st m
A b life in repeated dashes along the open ch
% them to safety. Under a bail of shrapnel and achine gun ‘bulled

courage m the wounded an l gave comfort to the iym,. i | Sheridan, and Mrs, Foote.

Figure 66. Figure 67.
Photo of Chaplain Foote with the description Photo of Chaplain Foote with his family.
as to why he was awarded the Victoria Cross. — The Hamilton Spectator, February 12, 1946

— The Hamilton Spectator, February 12, 1946

Commemorations
Royal Canadian Legion

The Royal Canadian Legion branch in Grafton, Ontario was renamed the Lt.-Col. John W. Foote V.C.
C.D. Branch 580 in 1982 (see figure 68).

James Street Armoury

The James Street Armoury in Hamilton, Ontario was renamed the John W. Foote VC Armoury. It is
home to the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, as well as The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders of Canada
(Princess Louise’s) and the 11th Field Regiment, RCA. A photo of the James St. Armoury is shown as
figure 69. Other notices on the James St. Armoury pertaining to the name of John Weir Foote are shown
in figure 70.

The RHLI Museum is located at the James St. Armoury and has Chaplain Foote’s medals on display.
They include his VC (fig. 71).
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Figure 68. Figure 69.

Photo of Grafton Royal Canadian Legion Branch 580." Photo of James Street Armoury in Hamilton, which was renamed
the John W. Foote VC Armoury in his honour.
— www. historicplaces.ca

Defense natrale

MANEGE: MITRTAINE
LIETTENARE-CORONE IO h T EOOYEANC.ED The Lieutenant-Colonel Maneége militaire
John Weir Foote, The Lieutenant-Colonel
DEDENER VC, CD Armoury John Weir Foote, VC, CD

200 James Street North 200, rue James nord

11 Battery, 11th Field Regiment, RCA

705 (Hamiiton) Comenunication Squadron

The Royal Hamilton Uight Infantry (Wentworth Regiment)
Argyll & Sutherland Mighlanders of Canada (Princess Louise's)
31 (Hamilton) Service Battalion

VSERTEMERE 1590 l ey
Canada

Figure 70.

Plaque and the name of the armoury. — www.cscomps.ca

Figure 71.

Photo of Foote’s medals and his Victoria Cross. — Courtesy Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Museum
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Dieppe Veteran’s Memorial Park, Hamilton, Ontario®

On August 19, 2003, the 61* Anniversary of the Dieppe raid, the City of Hamilton dedicated the Dieppe
Veteran’s Memorial Park to The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. Figure 72 shows a photo of the front
view of this memorial and figure 73 shows a plaque at the Dieppe Memorial honouring two Victorian
Cross recipients: “Captain John Weir Foote, VC, Regimental Chaplain, The Royal Hamilton Light
Infantry” and “Lt. Col. Charles Cecil Merritt, VC, Commanding Officer, The South Saskatchewan
Regiment”.

Two Casadinn soldiers who

participated on the Dioppe Rsid of
19,Acgust 1942 were aw
Victorix Cross for their i

self-sucrific whils u
and comtinuous snemy fire
throughout the day.

NOUS NE LES OUBLIERONS JAMAL

Figure 72. Figure 73.

Photo showing the Dieppe memorial at Hamilton, Ontario. Plaque honouring two recipients of the Victoria
Cross for their actions on the beach at Dieppe.

Victoria Cross Commemorative Park, Currie Barracks in Calgary

A commemorative plaque honouring Captain John Weir Foote is placed at the Victoria Cross Com-
memorative Park in Calgary (fig. 74).

McGill University"

John Weir Foote was educated at the University of Western Ontario and
Queen’s University, and then attended the Montreal Presbyterian Col-
lege at McGill University, graduating from their Theology program. The
McGill Archives — McGill University War Records section has a folder
containing Foote’s war records and related newspaper articles and a
photo. Figure 75 shows some of the Foote material in the archives.

Foote Jonuy WeiR e
Carn CnaPLAMIN Service C.A,
18.9.42,. Hod CAPT. AND CHAPLAW Can Arwr OVERSEAS
Rerorted "MisSING™ 1 Lawowe OPeraTions aT DispPe Auc 19l
2.9.42. ParsoNER oF WAR ( So LisTEp OFFIcIALLY, SepTemBER 20,1949)
Husaaxo oFf MAas Coitn SAcRiDaN FooTE, PoaT HOPE OwntaRio -
312 3. LIBERATED , SPMing 1awT. (APAIL 237). E
A/HoN MATOR AxO BEvior ChaPLAW (PReTesTANT) Can@
PBoROEY, CNTARIO, SEPTEMAER 19, 19w
16.2. o, DERVED OVEHSEAS AS CHAPLAW of oAl HAmiLTe ¥ LicwT |V PAvmY,
AwaRDeD VieToria CROSS, Fesauary 12 19w0
(For YALOUR w DIEPPE DPERATIONS AUG. 19 19L2)
(See CivaTioN avp PRess Normices v ExrTons.of Fiue)

Figure 74.

Figure 75.

Plaque honouring Captain John
Weir Foote at the Victoria Cross
Commemorative Park in Calgary.

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos
and records from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill
University archives.
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W.C. for Cahadian ~P;d;e S/2

'.Empire’s Highest Award Won
By Maj. J. Foote at Dieppe

OTTAWA, Feb 12- (1)~ A big Presbylerian padre who refused
evacuation from shelttorn Dieppe beaches to stay behind and Lave
the lives of wounded men has become Canada’s 1th Victoria Cross
winner of the Second Grear War and finst chaplaln of the Canadian

aimed forces ever to get the coveled medal,

| Defeace Headquarters early today announced the awand to Ma)
[John Weir Foote, 41, native of Madoc, Ont, chapluln of the Royal
Hamilton Light Infantry and the

Emplre’s 173rd V.C. of the war.

He is also the ninth member of
the Canndlan Army to win the
V.C. and second Dieppe h 1o
be 3o honored. um.-ca.'&a:
Merritt of Vancouver |s the other.

The thick pipe - smoking
padre with brown halr,
it ot 5, o

pe, Ont, to ¢ army.
Mﬁ with the mﬂmo’;.
blg Canadlon rald Aug 1
and dressed the wounded.
refused evacuation and remalned
::hl‘n.: 1o mtnue his work and

en prisoner—the same falc
m_g‘ overtogk Col. g'orﬂu.
e survivors of o

the brave deeds of a aiu"x'?!
who slung the wounded over his
broad shoulder and walked the
deathly beach from hell hole to
shelter, mving lives llf
forting the ng. It was nriy a
year later that his identity be-
came known.

l Reletse Advanced

Announcement of his award had
been set for Thursday when It will
traditionally appear In the London
Gazette, but a Toronto report 'ed
Delfence Headquarters to maske an
[immediate release.

Qulet, almost shy, .\u;. Foote
(Wwould not confirm the ea lie:r un-
(official announcement. A Canad-
n Press reporter found him pre-
ing for bed at the home of
in nearby Rockel'ffe.
When the officlal annaunce-
ment came -~ announcement that
spoke eloquently of his deeds — a
rororter telephoned the Major and
told
a

i him lhf‘ news. hw.uo:ud“ fin-
was o lcxd{ e w IS
something. He junt wanted to u’;-
that the award was'a tribute to
the chaplain services,
T slmply did m b as ] saw |
I, he ldgod. %5 ¥

The citation told how he be-
came a first ald worker, operating
irom a post established In a slight
depression only deep enough to
glve cover 1o men lys\g down.

He lefr lh& post time agaln

o

to hurry ¢ side of men In

and give them morphine.

he put on his lhoul“l’&l‘. !
across the terrible bheach,

“Ca occasions,” . sald his
jcitetion, “Foote exposed himsolf to |
un inferno of fire and 2aved many
‘Ives by his gallant efforts.”

|

— =

Stun Wer

Aid Post Moved

The ald post was moved tw a
sirandsd landing craft and agaln
the Mnjor defled death In zcting
s o human ambulance In shifting
the wounded. A hroke out in
the !anding eraft and o‘wo more
the courageous padre shifted his

wounded rRes “through hoavy |
fire, and no consideration for
his own mfety.”

When the evacuation siarted an
attemipl was made to.get him to |
lesve the beach but his only con-
rern was the care of the wounded
and "“he refused A final ovportunity |
io leeve the shore, choosing to sul-
fer the fate of the men he had,
ministered to for more then thres
YPOTS,

The citation concluded: |

“Those who observed him  state |
thet the oalmness of this herolc
man as he walked about, collecting
the wounded on the fire-swapt |
beach, will never be forgotten” |

Son of Mrs. Gordon Foote, now |
of Lakefield, Ont. and gradoate
of the University o! Western On- |
tarfo, London, Maj. Foote was
tending b . wounded when the
first wave of Germans swanmed
over the beach in the wake of re- |
tring Canadlans. iy

Casrying men to the landing
craft through the curf with his
Army boots sodden and water-
logged was alow business. So, Ma).
Foote took off his boots to
up n(wuuom. That was why when
th; (m;u}nm rgg:d:d hllhm \':‘;‘a with
othera left on ches the R.H.LI,
;:ndn- was barefoot. And barefoot |

e tramped for two so0ld days
over oroken utone, along the cin-
ders  bed  of rallway tracks and
over rough country In & mi
which was taxing the
of well-shod men.

He continued to ald the wounded
as the enemy organized the pris-

mon).n-.no& Slax
a&u%m,
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oners Into groups for transporta-
tion inland. His period of Im-
prisonment saw h shifted to

many camps but always able to
[ out chaplain work. He |
finnlly was permitted, through
Red Cross Intervention, to visit

severnl camps and has been des-
ml AMOong othe:‘ things as a

ng newspaper” — ng
items of Information ‘bl&‘“alnd
forth and keeping friends informed |
of each other’s whereabouts, con-
veying the latest news on the pro-
51’0- of the war and generally
oing much to bolster morale.

Freedom Comes

When the Russian steam-roller
began Its last drive last February,
the panicky Germans started evac-
uating ner of war camps and
Maj, Foole and his companions
were started In forced marches to-
ward Bremen. They were on the!
road 37 days, marching for 30 days
(nnd g-‘lvel !ng.mini rallway boxmun
or the remaining seven.
had only arrived at their destina-
Jtlon a short time when British
Grenadlers released them.

Evacuated to Britain, Ma). Foote
went Immediately to work teach-
ing a course In Christian citizen-
ship at Cranleigh, Surrey. He re.
turned to Canada last August,

' He is senlor chaplain at Camp
Borden and llves at Barrie, Ont.,
with Mrs. Foote, the former Edith
Sheridan, daughter of Mr.
Mrs. Wilson ridan of Brock-
ville, Ont. They have no children.

May. Foote, who plans to remain

in the permanent force, entered

the Presbyterian Couer. MeGill
University, Montreal. Fort Cou-
longue, Que., wag his first

His first Army appolntment was
with a unit of the engineers at
Toronto, e transferred to the
Hamiltons In March, 1940,

Mrs. Foote had heard of her
husband’'s Dleppe exploits from
survivors who had tten to h
to pay tribute to the hero. Bat
her husband “never mentioned
what he did, nor what happened
on the beathes,” she once sald,

Maj. Foote's exploits remained In
obscurity so long because many of
those w{o knew what he did were
in Gorman prison camps. Among
the prisoners was his Colonel, R.

H. Labatt,

*No one will ever know and 1
can’t tell you what John Foole
meant to men and the regiment™
said Col. Labatt.




Maiorfohh Foote of Car;tpio rden’
‘Padre X’ of Dieppe is Given VC

Ottawa, l\‘ebnurﬁ 12.—(Tuesday)
‘-— O, — Defence Headquarters an-

nounced early wd.fl that Maj. John | Headquarters released

! Weir Foote, 4], tall, rugged padre
of the Royal Hamilton Light Infan-
try, who stayed behind at Dieppe,
has become the 14th Canadian to
win the Victoria Cross of the Sec-
ond Great War and the first chap-
Jain of the Canadian armed forces
ever to win the Empire's highest
award.

Arnouncement of the award
originally had been set for Thurs-
day, when it will be announced in
the London Gazette, but a report
from Toronto last night led Defence
Headquarters to make an imme-
diate release.

But quiet, almost shy. Major
Foote, a native of Madoc, Ont,, and
Presbyterian minister at several

ces in Canada, had not been
officially advised the announce-
ment was official. A reporter found
the second Canadian pe V.C.
hero preparing for bed at the home
of frien n nearby Rockeliffe.

On leave from his present cha
laincy post at Camp Borden, 1
miles northwest of here, Major
Foote had spent a quiet evening
with his friends.

He smiled broadly and told his
cwestioncr he hadn’t heard any-
thing about a decoration. “I'm
sorry,” he said, “but I just can't say

McGILL UNIVERSITY
WAR RECORDS

Tefon Wek Fovle

mon);aa& Slaxn,
Dabrwarg 12, 1quo

Figure 75.

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos
and records from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill

University archives.
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mgthing about anything like that™
ut the citation which Defence
a few min-
utes later spoke eloquently, It told
how the tall padre went ashore
with his regiment on the famous
“reconnaissance in force” August
10, 1942—the expedition which had
already marked Lt..Col. Cecil Mer-
ritt of Victoria for a V.C.

For cight hours after the land.
ing Major Foote assisted the med!.
cal officer in looking after the
wounded, but time and again left
the pitifully inadequate shelter to
Rive morphine to the wounded
and carry them to safety.

The citation added:

“On these occasions Foote with
utter disregard for hiz personal
safety ex d himself to an In.
ferno of fire and saved many lives
by his gallant efforts.”

Later he refused the opportunity
to be evacuated preferring to stay
with the wounded. He continued
to save lives and those who watch-
ed him say the calmness of this he-
roic man as he walked about, col-
lecting wounded on the fire-swept
beach, will never be forgotten,

He was taken prisoner and re-
mained in a prigoner-of-war camp

as a hard-working chaplain until
'Hbeuled by the British Grenadier
| Guards, April 25, 1945, |

For weeks after the Dieppe rald,
the story of Maj. Foole — known
then only as Padre X — was told
by Canadian survivors of the big
raid who marvelled at his courafc.
“Padre X" became a Canadian le-
gend, and it was no' until April,
1043, that his wife, at Hamiiton,
Ont., disclosed his identity.

Mrs. Foote had heardsthe story of
the famous padre from relatives of
men at Dieppe. But her husband
himself “has never mentioned what
he did, nor what happened on the
beaches at Dieppe,” she told a
gatherin of relatives of service-
men at Hamilton on April 2, 1943
Other Dieppe heroes told her they
saw Major Foote, then holding
captain’s rank, jumping from one
of the last boats to leave Dle’p?e
and struggling ashore again to join
his men. ]

There was no list of prisoners
announced immediately after the
Dieppe raid. and the men who
stragzled back to England werc
able to tell only of the padre “who
chose 1o stay behind.™

Decoration of Mal, Foote would
be the first V.C. to be conferred
on the Chaplain Service of Cun-‘

ada's armed forces, though olher'
Empli'e urits have had padres who
won il

A nalive of Madoc, Ontario, Ma)
Foote was educated at Queen’'s Uni-
versity and the University of West-
ern Ontario, He was a graduate of
the Presbyterian Theological Col.
lege. Montreal, in the class of 1934,
He held charges at Bristol and
Fort Coulonge, Qucbee. and Porg
Hope, Ontario, before becoming &
chaplain,




. &

“D;ty’ ’, Say
V.C.Winner

Padre Modest on
Bravery at Dieppe

O'ruWAj Feb, 12— (C.P.) —
The Vietoris Cross winner
drew deep on hia short-stemmed
briay, blew out & thick curl of
smoke and then replied In a
quiet, slightly hesitant voice
that his exploit at Dieppe was
“a very ordinary piece of work."”
1t was Maj. sonn Welr Foote,
Canada’s most recent and 14th
V.C. winner of the Second Great
War, fidgeting under the grill-
ing of reporters in the par-

linmentary press gall lounge.
With ngr\‘r,oul ﬁ‘::d::yv.y he re-

e Dicppe raid where
he had refussd evacustion to re-
main behind and carty men to
safety on his bread shoulders.

Strictly As Duty

“I don't think & man should be
a padre of a regiment and not
2o where they zo," he explained
with hig black brows knitting in
deep {urrows. “Our regiment
went to Dlegpe and I went along

strietly in the line of duty.”
He thr:;?ht NEWSpaper reports
of the gave a better picture

of it then he could give and he
sald he thought he was indebted
to the press for his honor, be-
cause the storles on Padre X,
later identified as himsell, had
possibly Grought attention to
him,

Ross Munro, Canadian Press
way corress»ondem. wrate the
best stery of Dieppe.

“In fact that correspondent If
u marvellous reporter. He
Jeems to got the Teal perspective
of every action. His accounis
are x0 well done that they are
accepled and weleomed by men
who fought in the actions.'

Too Busy to Think

| his mind,

‘a_bit alarming but after that
didn’t have much time to think."
He remembered the reassur-
ingly cool exchanges between
Royal Navy officers picking out
limping craft . ., . He heard an
officer tell the skipper of one
landing  craft “You dn't
hang about too long there, you

know."”

There was no confusion. But
when he stepped out of his dis-
abled gnm “:)t:d shouldc:;-dieap
water he ste on n mortar
n}i‘aﬂ who h?ndpggne uinder. :Tgct:'
chap came up damning m
cavee hed lost hold of his

mortar. Moy

They clambered ashore =and
the padre sald he had helped
Capt, Waesley Clare of Port
Credit, Ont., and now a doctor
at the Kingston, Ont, hospital,
tond to the wounded.

Pressed to give some of his

lmgreaslom of the battle, he |
suid it now was pretty hazy in

He recallod=the fivst |
| spatter of enemy fire “secmed |

- ey o _—
Men of the "Reval Hamilfon
Light Infantry were falling on
all sides and most of them al-
ready hod given up their field
dressin and had none for
themselves, ,

“These were the brave ones
who all did as much and more
than I did," he said.

Moving about the beach *“I
wonder why 1 wasn't hit and I
have never ceased to wonder
why I am alive today.”

Treatment Brutal

The front line Germans at
Dieppe had been correct in their
treatinent when the Canadiani
were taken prisoner bhut as the
Canadinns moved inland treat-
ment became brutal.

He disclosed for the first time
that during the period when the
Canndian prisoners were
shackled, British prlsonerg
an

sl in past the
togﬁm’ over the shackles to re-
lleve the manacled Canadinns.
The prisoners found they could
undo the old-type shac

sardine tin keys,

Describing his 30-day forced

march from the eastern front
before the Russian onslaught,
Ma). Foote told of the work of
Spr. Maurice Gauthier, a Quebec
native who had worked in the
mines at Timmins, Oat

Kept From Starving

“This French-Canadian prac-
tically kept us from starving.
He somehow managed to
scrounge a pocket full of grain.
Walkin ‘& hen house he
would a trall of grain to a
. spot where the guards weren't
watching, Then he'd kill the un-
suspecting chicken and that night
We “Wou
A wing or a plece of breast, How
he managed It we never knew,
His greatest feat was the theft
of a pig.”

Maj. Foole said that at one
stage of the journey a group of
Canadians broke Into a bake
shop and stole the entire night's
production.” But on the last
seven days of their journey 50 of
them were crowded in standin,
positions into one hox car an
were l.l‘owed, only one loaf of
bread. At one point the train
stopped beside a station pumg
but the guards refused to lel
them .get water, even though
Canadians inside the car were

(rom‘gyslex‘my. a
Army authorities were discus-
"the o |

the special investiture for Maj
Foote until after the arrival of
the new Governor-General, Fleld
Marshal Sir Harold Alexander.

It is felt 1t would be appropri-
ate that on:t.o{h the first official

nctions of 1
“commander, Awho_ directed the
wouldbo,iﬁgtorh Cross in-
ves
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S Wedr Foole

=
 PADRE FOOTE, V.C.
Op" all the stories of heroism which were
told in abbreviated form In the days im-
mediately after the atortive Canadian land-
ing at Dieppe..'there were few which played
more upon the heart strings of the nat'on
than that of the then unidentified padre who
refused to leave the beaches, voluntarily re-
maining behind with the wounded. 4

"I‘sunply did my job as I saw it,” he ex-
plained in Ottawa last night, when it was
announced that Major John Weir Foote had
been awarded the Empire's highest sym-
bol of gallantry —- the Victoria Cross, He
practically forced his regimental commander
to take him along on the eross-Channel yen-
ture. On the blooded beach he refused shelter,
giving first aid and varrying wounded per-
sonnel from exposed positions to medical ata-
tions and then to landing craft. Repeatedly
he refused to leave himself, saving no one
knows how many lives, placing their value
far beyond his own.
~ The full details of his day on the French
coast are to be found elsewhere in this edi-
tion. There are stories, too, of the untiring
effort he made through the following years
of dreary imprisonment on behalf of the men
whose lot he had willingly shared. It is a
gtqry of inspiration for men of all faiths

‘has been awarded to a padre of the Canadian
;Army. but there are a good many precedents
for the distinction. The general Impression is

This iz the first time the Victoria Cross

that the decoration cun go =olely to combat
soldiers, but that is not the case. All ranks,
and civilians, too, are eligible for the award,
but to qualify recipients must have per-
formed some conspicuous act of gallantry in
the presence of the enemy. By that standard,
Padre Foote certainly earned the addition of
his name to the ranks of the Empire's mill-
tary immortals.

Mol Slaa

&3&\.‘.2 \2 1940
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Identxtg Revealed N 16

Chaplain Hero of Dieppe Raid
Took Theological Course Here

- Capt. Rev. John Weir Foote Gave Up O .
Freedom to Care for Canadian Prisoners ::\ ool o ‘32‘0'\'\ V\{&)\

SOMEWHERE off the beaches of Dieppe a young chaplain plunged
| from the boat which was taking him to safety and struck out for
ishore, calling back to his mates, “These lads need me more than the
{boys in England." The chaplain who thus chose voluntary imprison-
ment in order to cheer other imprisoned Canadians was revealed in
Montreal today as Capt. Rev, John Weir Foote, a graduate of the local
Pru}t{yterhn Theological College.
epresentative local Presbyterian clergymen today expressed con:
cern for his well being, and pride® iy ke :
in his action. | ‘
“I don't suppose we have any
|minister in the Church more like-
able or human. This s just some-
thing that he would do, That man
had & heart as big as a house,” was
the way Rev. Dr, Frank Morley, a
'close friend of the chaplain, put it.

Local Records Checked

News dlsButchu tomnﬁ of the big|
raid on feppe mentioned the
herolsm of the padre, but he re-
mained unidentified until today.|
Checking their records Church|:
authorities !ocull¥ noted that they|
had no record of any other I'res-
byterian chaplain reporied mlslm{
overseas and were convinced that} =
the man referred to In dispatches) i
was Captain Foote, N
He %':duuted from the: Presby-
terian College in 1934 and had pre-
viously attended Queen’s Univer-
sity and the University of Western
Ontario. His first ministry after
aduation was at Fort Coulonge,
guc.. and he subsequently served
at Port Hope, Ont., where he joined ) :
ths chaplaincy service. M
Authorities at the Presbylerian —Thato by Ttee,
College also revealed today that Capt. Rev. J. W. Foote
George Porteous, & former student,
and former secretary of the North
Branch YM.C.A, was listed among
the prisoners at Honirxon , and
that Capt. Rev. John Hall Patter-
=on, of Montreal, servinf as chan-
g:in with a Scottish regiment, had’
en mentioned In despatches at
Dunkirk.

oEFiCiaL ks

PREVIOUSLY MISSING, NOW PRIS. |
NERS OF WAR—

Y
Canadian Armored Corps: m N fﬁ
Dunlap, Jack Hunt, Lt, Mre, Car- -
mon Frances Dunlap (wlile). Toronto. ? /
ery:

Royal Canadian  Artillery

us\\gndm.s'hud Mlcgo‘n;:a‘. téii.AI- = — 3
n ames aunders a T ttawa. (
entral Ontario Regiment: </ 2 ) Q\ ‘L L‘"Q_.
Foote, John Welr, Hon. Capt, Mrs e_ ‘
—D Eaith  Sheridan Foote  (wife), Poré
Hope, Onl.

Sepv 20 472, Figure 75.

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos and records
from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill University archives.
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CapT. Joun WEg Foors

Craavtany, Can. hpwm,,

Capt. Jobn W. Foote.
(Por'f Hoﬁe,
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Recn.
Ocr. 27 1942

Caer. Jonw Wer Foore
Coapuan

Can Hamy,
GRap, Prese. Covvsar

1930

TRisovER oF Waaar Diepre
AV 9. 1940
AwARDED V.C

PAisoner oF WaR ar DieePE
RuG, 19,14 2

19w

000D-0* ,Q,, v

174 ODO-OUBILOY . 4E

Figure 75.

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos and records
from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill University archives.

Ontario Historic Plaques
The Ontario Historic Foundation, Ministry of Culture and Communications placed a commemorative
plaque in Hastings County in honour of Chaplain John Weir Foote (see figure 76).
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Figure 76.

% An Ontario historic plaque commemorated in honour of
Chaplain John Weir Foote VC. — Photo by L. Brown,
www.ontariohistoricplaques.com

Chapter Footnotes
2 McGill University Archives

8- McGill Reporter, McGill Publications, http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2017/08/reverend-john-
weir-foote-the-hero-of-dieppe/

- Grafton Royal Canadian Legion branch 580, 10240 County Road 2, RR5, Cobourg, Ontario K9A
4J8. Www.facebook.com/rcl580/

2 Dieppe, War Memorial Hamilton, http://ontariowarmemporials.blogspot.ca/2012/08/hamilton-
dieppe-memorial.html
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