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PREFACE 

The purpose of the Niagara Military Museum is to preserve and share the military heritage of the    

Niagara Peninsula, from pre-War of 1812 to the present. Our aim is to keep our military history in the 

Niagara Peninsula alive for our generation and for future generations. 

 This, our first publication, tells the story of three soldiers who had connections to the Niagara  

Peninsula and who were awarded the Victoria Cross for their gallant service to their military units and 

their fellow soldiers. It also outlines the awarding of the Victoria Cross to other Canadians.  

 Corporal Fred Fisher was born in St. Catharines; when his father was transferred to Montreal the 

family followed. At the outbreak of WWI, Fisher enlisted with the 13th Battalion, Canadian Expedi-

tionary Force (currently perpetuated by the Royal Highland Regiment of Canada, the Black Watch). 

He was awarded the Victoria Cross for his bravery in providing machine gun cover during the first 

Western Front gas attack, enabling the men of the 10th Battery, Canadian Field Artillery from St.   

Catharines, to remove and reposition their 18-pounder field guns, thus preventing their capture by   

advancing German forces. 

 Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall immigrated into the Niagara Peninsula from Great Britain in 

1912. With the outbreak of WWI in 1914, Lyall enlisted in the local militia, the 19th Battalion (Lincoln 

Regiment aka the St. Catharines Regiment). Lyall wanted to go overseas so he attested with the 81st 

Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force. When the 81st Battalion arrived overseas in England, it was 

designated as a reinforcement battalion with the soldiers going to various front-line battalions. Lyall 

was attached to the 102nd Battalion and was awarded his Victoria Cross for his gallantry at the Battle 

of Bourlon Woods in France in 1918. 

 The Reverend Captain John Weir Foote was a chaplain assigned to the Royal Hamilton Light    

Infantry (RHLI) and was awarded his Victoria Cross for his bravery on the beaches of Dieppe. He was 

constantly bringing wounded soldiers back to the evacuation point and when it was time for him to be 

evacuated, Padre Foote refused and served the balance of the war in a POW camp with the other  

members of the RHLI.  
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Victoria Cross 

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest military award of the British Commonwealth. It is awarded for 

gallantry “in the face of the enemy” to members of the British armed forces as well as members of the 

British Commonwealth armed forces. It was previously awarded to Commonwealth countries, most of 

which have since established their own military honour award for bravery. The VC may be awarded to 

a military person of any rank in any of the services and to civilians under military command although 

no civilian has received the award since 1879.  

 The VC was introduced on January 29, 1856 by Queen Victoria in honour of acts of valour during 

the Crimean War. Since then, the medal has been awarded to over 1300 individual recipients. The first 

awards were presented by Queen Victoria in 1857, and two thirds of all awards have been personally 

presented by the British monarch.  

     Before the Crimean War, there was no official system for recognition of an individual’s gallantry 

within the British armed forces. The “Order of Bath” did exist for officers in the military and this was 

awarded for lesser acts of gallantry. Queen Victoria instructed the War Office to strike a new medal 

that had no recognition to birth, class or military rank. This medal was meant to be a simple decoration 

that would be highly prized, treasured and eagerly sought after by those in the military services. Queen 

Victoria, under the guidance of Prince Albert, vetoed the suggestion that the award be called “The  

Military Order of Victoria” and instead suggested the name “Victoria Cross”. The original warrant  

stated “that the Victoria Cross would only be awarded to soldiers who have served in the presence of 

the enemy and had performed some signal act of valour or devotion.” On June 26, 1857, Queen      

Victoria presented the Victoria Cross to 62 of the 111 Crimean recipients in a ceremony in Hyde Park,   

London. 

 The jewelers, Hancocks of London, have produced every VC awarded since its inception. The  

metal used for the Victoria Cross is from a cannon captured from the Russians during the Crimean 

War. Modern-day analysis reveals that the metal is of Chinese origin and is believed to come from a 

Chinese weapon captured by the Russians in an earlier conflict and subsequently captured by the   

British in the Crimean War. 

     The decoration is a bronze cross pattée, 41 mm high, 36 mm wide, bearing the crown of Saint     

Edward surmounted by a lion, and depicts the inscription “FOR VALOUR”. This was originally to 

have been “FOR THE BRAVE”, until it was changed on the recommendation of Queen Victoria. The 

decoration, suspension bar and link weigh about 0.87 troy ounces (27 grams). The cross is suspended 

by a ring from a serifed “V” to a bar ornamented with laurel leaves, through which the ribbon passes. 

The reverse of the suspension bar is engraved with the recipient’s name, rank, number and unit. On the  

reverse of the medal is a circular panel on which the date of the act for which it was awarded is        

engraved in the centre. The ribbon is crimson, 38 mm wide. The original 1856 specification stated that 

the ribbon should be red for army recipients and dark blue for naval recipients. The blue ribbon was 

abolished soon after the formation of the Royal Air Force on April 1, 1918. On May 22, 1920, King 

George V signed a warrant that stated all recipients would now receive a red ribbon and the living   

recipients of the naval version were required to exchange their ribbons for the new colour. The colour 

is often referred to as crimson or wine-red. The front and back of the Victoria Cross is shown in figure 

1 and 1A. This example belonged to Filip Konowal, VC and is in the Canadian War Museum collec-

tion of Victoria Crosses. 
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Figure 1.  

A photo of the Victoria 
Cross which belonged to 

Filip Konowal.  
– CWM 19730015-001 

George Metcalf  Archival 
Collection, Canada War 

Museum 

Filip Knowal was born on March 25, 1887 at 

Kutkivtsi, Podolsky, Russia (now part of the 

Ukraine). Filip fought in the Battle of the Somme 

in late 1916 and the following year served with 

distinction at the Battle of Vimy Ridge, leading a 

squad of Japanese Canadian soldiers to help  

capture the strategic position known as “the   

Pimple”. Only months later, in August 1917, he 

fought with exceptional bravery at the Battle for 

Hill 70, for which he was awarded the Victoria 

Cross. On October 15, 1917, King George V   

presented Filip Konowal with his Victoria Cross. 

He died on June 3, 1959 and is buried at Notre-

Dame Cemetery in Ottawa. Filip Konowal, VC is 

the only Ukrainian-Canadian to be awarded the 

Victoria Cross. 

Painting of Filip Konowal VC, by 
artist Arthur Ambrose McEvoy, 
Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, 
CWM 19710261-0410,  
Canada War Museum  

William Hall was the first black person, the first Nova 

Scotian and one of the early Canadians to receive a 

Victoria Cross (with a blue ribbon; fig. 2). His medal is 

on display at the Atlantic Maritime Museum, Halifax.1 

Hall was a member of the Royal Navy and served as 

Captain of the Foretop on the HMS Shannon. He was 

awarded the Victoria Cross for his actions in the Sepoy 

Mutiny in India at Lucknow on November 16, 1857. 

He was awarded his Victoria Cross aboard the HMS 

Donegal in Queenstown Harbour, Ireland on October 

28, 1859.1  

 

[Ed note: 1 Queenstown is now known as 
Cove, and Cobh in Gaelic.] 

A photo of William Hall with 
this Victoria Cross at the top of 
his medals. – Atlantic Maritime 
Museum, Halifax1  

Figure 2.  
 

A photo of the Victoria 
Cross with the blue ribbon 
that belonged to William 
Hall, which is in the Atlantic 
Maritime Museum.  
– Atlantic Maritime Museum, 
Halifax1  

     Other medals that Filip Konowal, VC received were the British War Medal, Victory Medal, George 

VI Coronation Medal, and Elizabeth II Coronation Medal and he was also entitled to the Cross of St. 

George, 4th Class from Russia. 

     For a VC to be considered for an individual, a recommendation by an officer at regimental level or 

equivalent must be issued, and shall be supported by three witnesses; this requirement can be waived 

on occasion. This recommendation is passed up the military hierarchy until it reaches the Minister of 

Defence. From here, the recommendation is presented before the monarch, who approves the award 

with his or her signature. Victoria Cross awards are always promulgated in the London Gazette with 

the single exception of the award to the American Unknown Soldier in 1921. There is no specific pro-

vision about who should present the award to the recipients.  
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     Queen Victoria stated that she would like to present the medals in person and she presented 185 

medals out of the 472 awarded during her reign. The 185 medals included the first 62 medals that were 

presented at Hyde Park by Queen Victoria in 1857. Nearly 900 awards have been personally presented 

by the reigning British monarch. Nearly 300 other VC awards have been presented by a member of the 

royal family or by a civil or military dignitary. About 150 VC awards were forwarded to the recipient 

or next of kin by registered post. 

 The Victoria Cross was available to colonial troops in 1867. The medal was made possible      

following a recommendation for gallantry regarding colonial soldier Major Charles Heaphy for action 

in the New Zealand land wars in 1864, when he was operating under British command. 

 The first Canadian to receive the Victoria Cross was Lieutenant Alexander Roberts Dunn in 1854 

for his actions in the Crimean War.  

 The first Canadian to receive the VC during World War I was Lance-Corporal Frederick Fisher. 

During WWI, 64 Canadian soldiers and airmen were awarded the VC. Throughout the history of the 

British VC there were fewer than 100 Canadians who were awarded the VC. Twenty nine of these 

were awarded posthumously: no awards were made in the Korean War conflict.2 

The most notable Canadian to be awarded the Victoria Cross and consid-

ered as a war hero would be William A. “Billy” Bishop. Bishop was born 

in Owen Sound in 1894 and was enrolled at the Royal Military College 

Canada in Kingston when World War I broke out. Originally, enlisted 

with the 9th Mississauga Horse Regiment in 1914, then in the following 

year, enlisted with the 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles of March 30, 1915 in 

London, Ontario. In June of 1915 he left Canada for overseas duty. He 

spent a short time in the trenches before being transferred to the Royal 

Flying Corps (RFC), initially as an officer observer and then as a pilot in 

November 1916, when he received his wings.3 

 During the Battle of Vimy Ridge in April of 1917, Bishop was  

credited with shooting down 12 German planes for which he was awarded 

the Military Cross and promoted to Captain. With his successes in April, 

the Germans began referring to him as “Hell’s Handmaiden”. On June 2, 

1917, Bishop flew solo behind enemy lines and attacked a German 

Painting of Billy Bishop VC, by 
artist Mr. James Peter Quinn,  
Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, 
CWM 19710261-0549  Canada 
War Museum  

aerodrome. It was reported that he shot down 3 planes and damaged several others. For this action he 

was awarded the Victoria Cross. In all, Bishop was credited with 72 enemy planes shot down. At the 

end of the war Bishop held the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. After the outbreak of WWII, Bishop was 

promoted to the rank of Air Vice-Marshall in the Royal Canadian Air Force. Billy Bishop passed away 

in his sleep in Palm Beach Florida on September 11, 1956. Billy Bishop’s Victoria Cross and his other 

medals (fig. 3), are in the possession of the Canada War Museum in Ottawa. 

Figure 3.  

Victoria Cross and other medals which was awarded 
to Billy Bishop. – CWM 19760521-001 George 

Metcalf Archival Collection, Canada War Museum  
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     Medals awarded to Bishop were the Victoria Cross, Companion of the Order of the Bath, Distin-

guished Service Order with Bar, Military Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, 1914-1915 Star, British 

War Medal, Victory Medal with Mentioned in Dispatches Emblem, Chevalier de la Legion d’honneur, 

Croix d Guerre avec Palmes, George V Jubilee Medal, George VI Coronation Medal,  1939-1945 War 

Medal, Elizabeth II Coronation Medal, Canadian Efficiency Decoration and the Canadian Volunteer 

Service Medal, as shown in the photo figure 3. 

 

Canadian Victorian Cross Recipients
4
 

Prior to the South African War 
DE MONTMORENCY, Raymond Harvey Lodge Joseph Lieutenant, Lincolnshire Regiment, Omdur-

man, Sudan 1898 

DOUGLAS, Campbell Mellis Doctor, 24th Regiment of Foot, Little Andaman, India 1867 

DUNN, Alexander Roberts Lieutenant, 33rd Regiment of Foot, Balaclava, Crimea 1854 

HALL, William Able-Seaman, Lucknow, India 1857 

READE, Herbert Taylor Surgeon, Gloucestershire Regiment, Delhi, India 1857 

 

The South African (Boer) War 
COCKBURN, Hampden Zane Churchill Lieutenant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900  

HOLLAND, Edward James Gibson Sergeant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900 

NICKERSON, William Henry Snyder Lieutenant, Royal Army Medical Corps 20 April, 1900 

TURNER, Richard Ernest William Lieutenant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900 

 

First World War 
ALGIE, Wallace Lloyd Lieutenant, 20th Battalion, CEF 11 October 1918 

BARKER, William George Major, 201 Squadron, RAF (seconded from CEF) 27 October 1918 

BARRON, Colin Fraser Corporal, 3rd Battalion, CEF 6 November 1917 

BELLEW, Edward Donald Lieutenant, 7th Battalion, CEF 24 April 1915 

BENT, Philip Eric Bent Lieutenant Colonel, Leicestershire Regiment, 1 October 1917 

BISHOP, William Avery Captain, 60 Squadron, RFC (seconded from CEF) 2 June 1917 

BOURKE, Rowland Bourke Lieutenant, Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve, 9-10 May 1918 

BRERETON, Alexander Picton Corporal, 8th Battalion, CEF 9 August 1918 

BRILLANT, Jean Lieutenant, 22nd Battalion, CEF 8-9 August 1918 

BROWN, Harry Private, 10th Battalion, CEF 16 August 1917 

CAIRNS, Hugh Sergeant 46th Battalion, CEF 1 November 1918 

CAMPBELL, Frederick William Lieutenant, 1st Battalion, CEF 15 June 1918 

CLARKE, Leo Corporal, 2nd Battalion, CEF 9 September 1916 

CLARK-KENNEDY, William Hew Lieutenant-Colonel, 24th Battalion, CEF 27-28 August 1918 

COMBE, Robert Grierson Lieutenant, 27th Battalion, CEF 3 May 1917 

COPPINS, Frederick G. Corporal, 8th Battalion, CEF 9 August 1918 

CROAK, John Bernard Private, 13th Battalion, CEF 8 August 1918 

CRUICKSHANK, Robert Edward Private, London Scottish Regiment, 1 May 1918 

De WIND, Edmund Second Lieutenant, Royal Irish Rifles 21 March 1918 

DINESEN, Thomas Private, 42nd Battalion, CEF 12 August 1918 

FISHER, Frederick Lance-Corpora,l 13th Battalion, CEF 23 April 1915 

FLOWERDEW, Gordon Muriel Lieutenant, The Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians), CEF 30 

March 1918 
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GOOD, Herman James Corporal, 13th Battalion, CEF 8 August 1918 

GREGG, Milton Fowler Lieutenant, The Royal Canadian Regiment 27 Sep-1 Oct 1918 

HALL, Frederick William Company Sgt-Major, 8th Battalion, CEF 24 April 1915 

HANNA, Robert Company Sgt-Major, 29th Battalion, CEF 21 August 1917 

HARVEY, Frederick Maurice Watson Lieutenant, The Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians), 

CEF 27 March 1917 

HOBSON, Frederick Sergeant, 20th Battalion, CEF 18 August 1917 

HOLLAND, Edward James Gibson Sergeant, The Royal Canadian Dragoons 7 November 1900 

HOLMES, Thomas William Private, 4th Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF 26 October 1917 

HONEY, Samuel Lewis Lieutenant, 78th Battalion, CEF 27-30 September 1918 

HUTCHESON, Bellenden Seymour Captain, Canadian Army Medical Corps 2 September 1918 

KAEBLE, Joseph Thomas Corporal, 22nd Battalion, CEF 8-9 June 1918 

KERR, George Fraser Lieutenant, 3rd Battalion, CEF 27 September 1918 

KERR, John Chipman Private, 49th Battalion, CEF 16 September 1916 

KINROSS, Cecil John Private, 49th Battalion, CEF 30 October 1917 

KNIGHT, Arthur George Sergeant, 10th Battalion, CEF 2 September 1918 

KONOWAL, Filip Corporal, 47th Battalion, CEF 22-24 August 1917 

LEARMONTH, Okill Massey Major, 2nd Battalion, CEF 18 August 1917 

LYALL, Graham Thomson Lieutenant, 102nd Battalion, CEF 27 September 1918 

MacDOWELL, Thain Wendell Captain, 38th Battalion, CEF 9 April 1917 

MacGREGOR, John Captain, 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion, CEF 29 Sep-3 Oct 1918 

McKEAN, George Burdon Lieutenant, 14th Battalion, CEF 27-28 April 1918 

McKENZIE, Hugh Lieutenant, 7th Canadian Machine Gun Company, CEF 30 October 1917 

McLEOD, Alan Arnett Lieutenant, Royal Air Force, 1918 

MERRIFIELD, William Sergeant, 4th Battalion, CEF 1 October 1918 

METCALF, William Henry Lance-Corporal ,16th Battalion, CEF 2 September 1918 

MILNE, William Johnstone Private, 16th Battalion, CEF 9 April 1917 

MINER, Harry Garnet Bedford Corporal, 58th Battalion, CEF 8 August 1918 

MITCHELL, Coulson Norman Captain, 4th Battalion, Canadian Engineers 8-9 October 1918 

MULLIN, George Harry Sergeant, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 30 October 1917 

NUNNEY, Claude Joseph Patrick Private, 38th Battalion, CEF 1-2 September 1918 

O'KELLY, Christopher Patrick John Captain, 52nd Battalion, CEF 26 October 1917 

O'ROURKE, Michael James Private, 7th Battalion, CEF 15-18 August 1917 

PATTISON, John George Private, 50th Battalion, CEF 10 April 1917 

PEARKES, George Randolph Major, 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion, CEF 30-31 October 1917 

PECK, Cyrus Wesley Lieutenant-Colonel, 16th Battalion, CEF 2 September 1918 

RAYFIELD, Walter Leigh Private, 7th Battalion, CEF 2-4 September 1918 

RICHARDSON, Arthur Herbert Lindsay Piper, 16th Battalion, CEF 8 October 1916 

RICHARDSON, James Cleland Piper, 16th Battalion, CEF 8 October 1916 

RICKETTS, Thomas Private, The Royal Newfoundland Regiment 14 October 1918 

ROBERTSON, James Peter Private, 27th Battalion, CEF 6 November 1917 

RUTHERFORD, Charles Smith Lieutenant, 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion, CEF 26 August 

1918 

SCRIMGER, Francis Alexander Caron Captain, Canadian Army Medical Corps 25 April 1915 

SHANKLAND, Robert Lieutenant, 43rd Battalion, CEF 26 October 1917 

SIFTON, Ellis Wellwood Lance-Sergeant, 18th Battalion CEF 9 April 1917 
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SINTON, John Alexander Captain, Indian Medical Service January 21, 1916 

SPALL, Robert Sergeant, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry 12-13 August 1918 

STRACHAN, Harcus Lieutenant, The Fort Garry Horse CEF 20 November 1917 

TAIT, James Edward Lieutenant, 78th Battalion, CEF 8-11 August 1918 

WILKINSON, Thomas Orde Lawder Wilkinson Lieutenant, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 

1916 

YOUNG, Francis Private, 87th Battalion, CEF 2-4 September 1918 

ZENGEL, Raphael Louis Sergeant, 5th Battalion, CEF 9 August 1918 

 

Second World War 

COSENS, Aubrey Sergeant, The Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, 25-26 February 1945 

CURRIE, David Vivian Major, 29th Armoured Reconnaissance Regiment (The South Alberta Regi-

ment), 18-20 August 1944 

FOOTE, John Weir Honorary Captain, Canadian Chaplain Service, 19 August 1942 

GRAY, Robert Hampton Lieutenant, Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve, 9 August 1945 

HORNELL, David Ernest Flight Lieutenant, No.162 (Bomber Reconnaissance) Squadron, RCAF 24-

25 June 1944 

MAHONY, John Keefer Major, The Westminster Regiment (Motor), 24 May 1944 

MERRITT, Charles Cecil Ingersoll Lieutenant-Colonel, The South Saskatchewan Regiment, 19 August 

1942 

MYNARSKI, Andrew Charles Pilot Officer, 419 (Bomber) Squadron, RCAF, 12-13 June 1944 

OSBORN, John Robert Company Sgt-Major, The Winnipeg Grenadiers, 19 December 1941 

SMITH, Ernest Alvia Private, The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada 21-22, October 1944 

TILSTON, Frederick Albert Major, The Essex Scottish Regiment, 1 March 1945 

TOPHAM, Frederick George Corporal, 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, 24 March 1945 

TRIQUET, Paul Captain, Royal 22e Régiment, 14 December 1943 

 

Currently the Canada War Museum, in Ottawa, has 39 Victoria Cross medals in their collection. 

 

 

Chapter Footnotes 

1. 
Atlantic Maritime Museum, Atlantic Maritime Museum, Halifax 1675 Lower Water St., Halifax, NS 

B3J 1S3 

2. 
“Pro Valore, Canada's Victoria Cross”, a publication of the Governor General of Canada and the De-

partment of National Defence, available on line in PDF – www.gg.ca./honours/pdf/

Victoria_Cross_e.pdf 

3. 
William Avery “Billy” Bishop – Library and Archives Canada 

4. 
Veterans Affairs Canada, Orders and Decorations – Canadian Victorian Cross Recipients, http://

www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/canadian-victoria-cross-recipients 
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Canadian Victoria Cross 

In 1967, with the establishment of the Order of Canada, the creation of the Medal of Courage became 

part of this Order. This medal was for both military and civilian acts of courage. Since British military 

and civilian awards were no longer available to Canadians, it became apparent that some type of medal 

for bravery by a member of the military was necessary. Civilian awards were created in 1972: namely 

the Cross of Valour, the Star of Courage and the Medal of Bravery. Military acts of bravery were also 

recognized by these awards. With no medals specifically for the use of the military, the Victoria Cross, 

The Star of Military Valour and the Medal of  Military Valour were created and accepted by the     

Government of Canada and were approved by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on December 31, 

1992.
2
 

 The Canadian Victoria Cross is very similar to the British version. The main difference is the word-

ing, the British having “FOR VALOUR” while the Canadian version has the Latin “PRO VALORE”, 

as shown in figure 4. To date, no Canadian Victorian Crosses have been awarded. 

Figure 4.  

Photo of the Canadian Victorian Cross.  
– Photo David Ashe, Natural Resources Canada2  

2. “Pro Valore, Canada's Victoria Cross”, a publication of the Governor General of Canada and the  
Department of National Defence, available on line in PDF – www.gg.ca./honours/pdf/
Victoria_Cross_e.pdf 

Chapter Footnotes 
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LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER, VC 

Painting of Fred Fisher VC, by artist 
Mr. George James Coates, Beaverbrook 
Collection War Art, CWM 19710261-
0122, Canada War Museum 

Fisher was born on August 3, 1894 in St. Catharines, Ontario. Fred 

grew up there with his parents and two brothers at 197 Church Street. 

In 1904, the Fisher family was living in Niagara-on-the-Lake, where 

Fred attended public school. In 1905, Fred’s father was transferred to 

Montreal, where Fred completed his schooling at Westmount High 

School and enrolled at McGill University to study Engineering. With 

the declaration of war, Fred left McGill and enlisted with the 5th Royal 

Highlanders of Canada, the 13th Battalion on August 16, 1914. On 

September 23, he signed his attestation papers and took the Oath of 

Allegiance and was given his regimental number 24066. Fred Fisher’s 

attestation papers (figures 5 and 6) show his place of birth as being St. 

Catharines, Ont. 

Figure 5 and 6.  

Front and back of Fisher's attestation papers. – Library and Archives Canada 
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     On September 25, 1914 with only one month of training, the battalion moved to Quebec City to  

embark for the United Kingdom. The battalion numbered 45 officers and 1,112 men, who on October 

3, 1914 embarked on the SS Alanuia. They arrived at Plymouth, England on October 14, and later 

moved to the Salisbury Plain.  

 On December 22, 1914, Fisher was appointed to Lance-Corporal, and was posted to a machine gun 

detachment of the battalion. It was here where he learned about the machine gun and its operation. He 

was in command of a machine gun crew of four men. They took a three-week course to train on the 

Colt machine gun. At the end of their training, the men were deemed “specialists” in their field. The 

Colt  machine gun was gas-operated, belt-fed, air-cooled, mounted on a three-leg tripod and it could 

fire 400 rounds per minute.  

 On February 11, 1915, the 1st Canadian Division, of which the 13th Battalion was a part, sailed for 

France and arrived at St. Nazire three days later. The Canadians were assigned to the British Second  

Army and on March 3, 1915 relieved the 7th British Division near Fleurbaix. The Canadians first expe-

rience in fighting occurred on March 10 when a British attack took place at Neuve-Chapelle; disap-

pointingly the 1st Division did very little other than provide artillery support. 

 In mid-April, the division moved north into a salient near Ypres, Belgium which, at the time, was 

manned by British, French Colonials and Belgium troops. 

 Fisher was admitted to No. 2 Canadian Field Ambulance Rest Hospital on April 9 and was 

dicharged on April 13 when he returned to his unit. 

 On April 22, the Division was deployed just east of Ypres, with the 3rd Brigade on the left, 2nd      

Brigade on the right, 1st Brigade in reserve, and the 45th Algerian Division of the French Army on the 

left flank of the Division. 

 On the morning of April 22, the Germans began an artillery barrage on Ypres and the nearby towns; 

by early afternoon all was quiet. At 1500 hours, the Germans commenced a heavy bombardment on the 

French positions which were just north of the 13th Battalion. The Battalion reported that there were 

“pipes of sort” projecting through the German lines, with no knowledge of what they were or what was 

going to come from them. 1700 hours saw the beginning of the German assault on the French, which 

began with the release of the greenish-yellow cloud of chlorine gas. The Canadians were unaware of 

what was to come. The French and Algerians retreated, gasping, choking and dying in their footsteps as 

this chlorine gas spread into their lungs. The gas started to catch up to the Canadians and a member of 

the 9th Battery, who was a chemist, knew what it was by the smell and told them “to urinate on our field 

dressings and place them over our noses.” It is thought the action of this chemist and others by spread-

ing the word saved thousands of lives.  

     Guns of the German artillery increased their range until their targets included the Canadian trenches 

in nearby villages and Ypres itself. The Allied line broke to the left of the Canadian Division and   

shortly after the Germans were pouring through the hole. The road to St. Julien was wide open with the 

exception of the 10th Field Battery, CFA, which was located just south of Keerselaere. 

 The 13th Battalion was in a difficult and dangerous position, in which the French battalion on its left 

had been virtually destroyed leaving the 13th exposed to the Germans. At 1830 hrs, the Commander of 

the 3rd Brigade reported that the 13th Battalion was falling back and was asking for assistance from the 

2nd Brigade. Battalion Headquarters in St. Julien had reported the withdrawal of the French on the left,  
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but stated that although his companies were holding fast he needed immediate assistance.  

     By 1900 hrs, the 10th Battery, commanded by Major William B. King, found itself in close contact 

with the Germans and was in imminent danger of being overrun. The battery consisted of four 18-

pounders and was deployed in an orchard just south of the village of Keerselare, and had been firing 

almost   continuously in support of the 13th Battalion since 1745 hrs. A French sergeant, who had      

attached himself to the battery, suddenly pointed to a hedge row and shouted “Allemands!” King now 

discovered that German infantry were on his left flank and within 300 yards of his gun position; they 

were forced to reverse two of his guns and fire over open sights in an attempt to break up the German 

attack on his battery. 

 Major King requested help from brigade because heavy small arms fire was coming in all directions 

from the Germans, and at 2000 hrs a half-company, about 60 men, from the 14th and 15th Battalions and 

a machine gun detachment from the 13th Battalion were sent forward from St. Julien. Lance Corporal 

Fred Fisher was in command of this detachment. 

 The arrival of Fisher and his men couldn’t have come at a better time. He worked his way forward 

into an isolated building and brought his machine gun into action, driving off the German infantry  

closest to the guns of the 10th, and then repulsing any attempt by the Germans to bring reinforcements 

forward. During this action, four of the machine gun crews were killed and Fisher made his way to the 

rear to find replacements. When Fisher made his way to the 14th Battalion and asked for volunteers, 

eight stepped forward and they set up his gun in front of the graveyard of St. Julien. 

 Meanwhile, the 10th Battery was experiencing difficulty in supplying the guns with ammunition as 

two of its ammunition wagons had their teams killed and the wagons were ditched near St. Julien. Men 

from the 7th and 15th Battalions carried rounds weighing 18½ pounds forward by hand over some 600 

yards. Near this time, two isolated platoons of No. 3 Company situated at the Lekkerboterbeek were 

overrun and now there were virtually no allied soldiers between the 10th Battery and the Germans. 

When the orders came to withdraw at about 2100 hrs, King ordered the battery to get away “any way 

you can”, but it was under such heavy small-arms fire it could not bring horses forward to pull the guns 

out of action. In an almost superhuman effort, the artillery men began man handling the guns to the 

rear. Once the guns of the 10th had been withdrawn safely, Fisher’s machine gun detachment and his 

half company of men withdrew to St. Julien.  

     Fisher’s determination, skill and daring contributed immensely to the safe withdrawal of the 10th 

Battery. The 10th Battery was from St. Catharines, the place of birth of Fred Fisher. It is unknown 

whether Fisher was aware of the origin of the 10th or anyone of the 10th knew of Fisher. Fisher’s older 

brother Donald served two years with the Battery before the war. Donald was a now Lieutenant in the 

60th Battalion, CEF. 

 Fighting continued during the night of April 22 and 23, and the 13th continued to come under      

intense small-arms fire and was forced to redeploy its platoons to maintain control of the Keerselaere-

St. Julien road. At dawn, a small reinforcement made its way forward, but the Battalion was in for a 

long day and heavy casualties. By 2100 hrs on the 23rd, the situation along the left flank became so   

serious that platoons from both No. 2 and 3 companies were added to the force along the Kaaselaere-St. 

Julien Road. Lieutenant James G. Ross, the Battalion Machine Gun Officer, in an attempt to drive back 

the Germans who were causing the high casualties by small arms fire, added to the defences by taking 

forward two of his machine gun detachments. In a valiant effort, Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher: 
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“crawled out of a shallow trench and, setting up a gun, was about to open fire when Fisher was 

shot dead. A moment later Sgt. McLeod, who had taken Fisher’s place, was killed in the same 

way. Leaving this particular gun, Lieut. Ross crawled to a spot where he ordered Lance-Corporal 

Parkes and Private Glad to set up another gun and open fire. From this location he ‘got the drop’ 

on the most bothersome of the opposing trenches and maintained the superiority for the rest of 

the day.” 

Lieutenant Edward Ward of the 13th Battalion wrote:
5 

“Fred Fisher and many other poor chaps of our Battalion are lying dead near St. Julien. 

“Bud” (Fisher) made a glorious name for himself. He was in charge of a gun team in Reserve in 

the village of St. Julien. When word of the attack on our line came back he took his team and 

gun and started for the front trenches. No one knew the way, but he came upon some artillery 

trying to get some big guns out under heavy fire. 

He set up his machine gun and covered their retirement. Proceeding forward again he cleared a 

bit of wood of Germans, becoming separated from most of his team. He also took charge of a 

French machine gun that had been abandoned and got it working again. 

He finally found our battalion and reported to Lieut. Ross, the M.G. officer. He was mounting 

his gun on the parapet when he was hit in the chest, dying instantly. Lieut. Ross and some of the 

other officers buried him in the trench.” 

     Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher died on April 24, 1915. His parents were    

informed of his death by telegram on May 15, 1915. 

 First notice of the death of Fred Fisher, along with other members of the 

13th Battalion, was reported in the Montreal Gazette, June 6, 1915, as shown 

in figure 7. 

Figure 7.  

First notice of the death of Fred Fisher. –  Montreal 

Gazette, June 6, 1915 – Toronto Reference Library 

Figure 8.  

Gazetted notice of Fred Fisher to re-

ceive the Victoria Cross. – Supplement 

to The London Gazette of Tuesday, the 

22nd of JUNE, 1915. 

     For his gallantry on April 23, 1915, 

Fisher was awarded the Victoria Cross, 

the first Canadian to receive the VC 

during WWI and the first Canadian 

ever to receive it while serving in a 

Canadian unit. The London Gazette, 

June 23, 1915 carried his posthumous 

declaration, figure 8. 

     The Montreal Gazette (June 24, 

1915) printed a story “DEEDS THAT 

WON V.C. NOT HIS BEST WORK”, 

which was about two Montreal sol-

diers, one of whom was Fred Fisher. 

Figure 9 shows the start of the story 

with the portion pertaining to Fred 

Fisher enlarged. 
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     Fisher’s Victoria Cross was sent to his parents by the War Office accompanied by a letter from His 

Royal Highness. 

I am directed to enclose the Victoria Cross awarded to the late No 24066, Lance-Corporal Frederick 

Fisher, 13th Battalion, and to express to you the Secretary of State’s regret that this very gallant  

soldier did not survive to receive his great reward from the hands of His Majesty the King.6  

 The Black Watch Museum in Montreal has the Victoria Cross medal of Fred Fisher, shown in figure 

10. They also have the letter that King George V had sent to the family, this is shown as figure 11. 

These two items were presented to the museum by Fred’s sister Alice after their mother's passing. 

Figure 9.  

Story from the Montreal Gazette in regards to 

two soldiers to be awarded the Victoria Cross. 

– Montreal Gazette, June 24, 1915 

Figure 10.  

Victoria Cross medal of 

Fred Fisher, which was 

presented to his family.      

– Courtesy, The Black 

Watch Museum, Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada. Figure 11.  

Letter from King George V to the family of 

Fred Fisher. – Courtesy, The Black Watch 

Museum, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.  

Menin Gate Memorial 

Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher lies in an unmarked grave in  

Belgium, one of the thousands of Canada’s unknown      

soldiers in Flanders. His name is on the Menin Gate      

Memorial, on the eastern edge of the old town. After the 

war this 17th century gate in the eastern ramparts of Ypres 

was chosen as the site of a Memorial Arch that would  

commemorate by name nearly 55,000 dead of the armies 

of the British Empire who fell in Belgium, most of them 

in the Ypres Salient, but whose final resting places were 

known only to God. Of these, 6,994 are Canadians. Fig-

ure 12 shows the entrance to the Menin Gate Memorial       

containing nearly 55,000 dead whose bodies were never 

recovered but their names are etched within.  

Figure 12.  

Photo of the Menin Gate.7 
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     Carved in stone above the central arch, figure 13, through which Menin Road emerges from the town 

to cross the moat by a causeway, are the words: 

TO THE ARMIES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE WHO STOOD HERE FROM 1914 TO  

1918 AND TO THOSE OF THEIR DEAD WHO HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVE. 

 

 Over the two staircases leading from the Main Hall, figure 14 is the inscription:  

 

IN MAIOREM DEI GLORIAM 

HERE ARE RECORDED NAMES OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO FELL IN YPRES  

SALIENT BUT TO WHOM THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENIED THE KNOWN AND  

HONOURED BURIAL GIVEN TO THEIR COMRADES IN DEATH. 

THEY SHALL RECEIVE A CROWN OF GLORY THAT FADETH NOT AWAY. 

Figure 13 and 14. 
Inscriptions on the Menin Gate Memorial. – Courtesy, The Great War 1914-19188  

Figure 13  

Figure 14 

Figure 15 

     Although Fred Fisher’s body was never recovered, his name is inscribed on the Menin Gate as 

shown in figure 15. 

     Every evening at sunset, with the exception of the occupation years during World War Two, the dead 

are remembered with the playing of the Last Post. All traffic through the gateway in either direction is 

halted, and two buglers (on special occasions four) move to the centre of the Hall and sound the Last 

Post. This is a volunteer operation, which is neither arranged nor supported financially by any govern-

ment. Figure 16 shows a troop of buglers playing the last post.  

Figure 16.  

Buglers playing the last post. – Courtesy, The Great War 1914-19188 

Figure 15. 

Inscription of Fred Fisher’s name on the Menin Gate.9 
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     Two silver trumpets that are used in the ceremonies were presented to the Ypres Last Post Associa-

tion on May 2, 1961, by Lieutenant Colonel Keiller MacKay, PC, DSO, VD, QC, who had served in the   

Canadian Field Artillery. On April 24, 2001, the bugles sounded a remembrance for Lance-Corporal 

Fred Fisher, VC. 

Commemorations 

The Black Watch Museum 

The Black Watch Museum, located in Montreal has a plaque in their museum honouring Lance Corporal 

Frederick Fisher, VC as shown in figure 17. 

Church of St. James the Apostle 

On June 11, 1915 a service was held in the Chapel of the Church of St. James the Apostle, Montreal, by 

the relatives of Fred Fisher. This was noted in the “Churchwardens’ Report – Easter 1916” which is 

shown in figure 18. 

Figure 17.  

Plaque Honouring Fred Fisher in the Black Watch Museum. 
– Courtesy, The Black Watch Museum 

Figure 18.  

Churchwardens Report for Easter 1916 that mentions                 
a service held for Fred Fisher on June 11, 1915.  
– Courtesy, St. Jax Anglican Church Montreal 
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     The Montreal Gazette, December 18, 1916 printed a story of a ceremony that had taken place the     

previous day at the Church of St. James the Apostle in honour of Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC.   

Figure 19 shows a portion of this story. During the ceremony, a tablet/plaque was unveiled in honour  

of Fred Fisher, VC, it is shown as figure 20. This story was also reprinted in the St. Catharines Stand-

ard, December 28, 1916 for their readers, with the heading as shown in figure 21. This story was also 

reprinted in the St. Catharines Standard, December 28, 1916 with the heading as shown in figure 21. 

Figure 20.  

Plaque for Fred Fisher, VC that was unveiled at the Church 
of St. James the Apostle, Montreal on December 17, 1916.  
– Courtesy, St. Jax Anglican Church Montreal  

Figure 21.  

A reprinted story in the St. Catharines Standard for their 
native born son. – St. Catharines Standard, December 28, 
1916 

Figure 19.  

Story of the ceremony honoring Fred Fisher, VC in which a plaque is to be 
placed in the Church of St. James the Apostle. – The Montreal Gazette, 
December 18, 1916 
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Government of Canada 

In the Memorial Chamber of the Peace Tower of the Canadian Parliament Buildings in Ottawa is the 

Canadian Virtual War Memorial (CVWM). This memorial is a registry to honour and remember the 

sacrifices of the more than 118,000 Canadians and Newfoundlanders who, since Confederation, have 

given their lives while serving in uniform. The names of fallen soldiers found in the CVWM are also 

inscribed in the seven “Books of Remembrance”. The RCMP’s Honour Roll remembers those who 

lost their lives while on operational police duty. The names of fallen RCMP members found in the 

CVWM are also inscribed in the RCMP Honour Roll Book.10 Page 14 of the CVWM (fig. 22) has 

Fred Fisher’s name which is the second from the bottom on the left side of the page. This page 14 was 

last displayed in the Memorial Chamber of the Peace Tower in Ottawa on January 20, 2017. 

Figure 22.  
Page 14 from the Canadian Virtual War Memorial.10 
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City of St. Catharines 

On November 5, 2006, the City of St. Catharines unveiled a plaque on the 150th Anniversary of the 

founding of the Victoria Cross 1856‒2006, figure 23. The two honorees on this plaque were            

Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC, 1894-1915 and Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall, VC, 1892-1941. 

Both had connections to St. Catharines with Fred Fisher being born here and Graham Lyall originally 

enlisting with the 19th Battalion, the Lincoln Regiment and then re-enlisting into the 81st Battalion to 

go overseas. This plaque is on the outside wall at the entrance to the St. Catharines City Hall.  

 

     On Sunday June 28, 1970, an unveiling and dedication of an historical plaque commemorating 

Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC took place at Memorial Park in St. Catharines. Figure 24 shows the 

program of this event, which was sponsored by The Royal Canadian Legion, H.T. Church Branch No. 

24.  

Figure 23.  

Plaque honouring Lance-Corporal Fred 
Fisher, VC and Colonel Graham 
Thomson Lyall, VC, both who had 
connections to the City of St. Cath-
arines.  

Figure 24.  

Programme of the ceremony for the 
unveiling and dedicating of the plaque 
in honour of Lance-Corporal Fred 
Fisher, VC. – St. Catharines Public 
Library, Special Collections 
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     At Memorial Park, a plaque was erected by the Ontario Heritage Foundation (an agency of the      

Government of Ontario) for Fred Fisher; see figure 25, and the following: 

Born in St. Catharines, Fred Fisher abandoned his studies at McGill University when World War I 

broke out and served with the 13th Battalion, First Division, Canadian Expeditionary Force. Fisher 

was awarded the Victoria Cross for his exceptional courage in action near St. Julien, Belgium, on 

April 23rd 1915, during the second battle of Ypres. Under very heavy fire he led a machine-gun  

detachment covering the withdrawal of an artillery battery. Though his crew fell to enemy attack, 

Fisher held their position. He then returned to the garrison for more men and advanced again to the 

firing line. Killed in action the next day, Fisher has no known grave.  

     In 2008, the City of St. Catharines honoured both Fred Fisher and Graham Lyall with streets named 

after them along with a street named “Valour Way” for the inscription on the Victoria Cross medal 

“For Valour”. Figure 26 shows the street sign “Fred Fisher Cr.”  

     The St. Catharines Public Library, Special Collections section has a folder for Fred Fisher and in 

that folder is a newspaper article making reference to the First Canadian Division Headquarters being 

named the “Fred Fisher Building”. Figure 27 shows the article; the source and date of the newspaper is 

unknown. 

Figure 25.  

Plaque honouring Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, 
VC, at Memorial Park in St. Catharines.  

Figure 26.  

Fred Fisher Crescent street sign in honour of Fred 
Fisher. 

Figure 27.  

Newspaper article making mention of the First Canadian 
Division Headquarters being named Fred Fisher Building. 

– Name and date of newspaper unknown 
– St. Catharines Public Library, Special Collections 
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First Canadian Division Headquarters 

As mentioned in figure 27, the 1st Canadian Division Headquarters named their building the Fred Fisher 

Building as shown in figure 28. 

     Figure 29 shows the plaque for the official opening of the Fisher Building, which opened on February 

28, 1990.  

Figure 28  
Photo of the the 1st Canadian Division Headquarters 
building named after Fred Fisher. – Steven McQuaid, 
Imagery Services      – Canadian Forces Base Kingston  

Figure 29.  
Photo of the plaque for the officially  

opening of the Fisher Building.  
– Steven McQuaid, Imagery Services    

– Canadian Forces Base Kingston 

     English and French dedication plaques were placed in the building, Figure 30 shows the plaques for 

whom the building is named and tells why. 

Figure 30.  

Photo of the English and French dedication 
plaques for whom the building is named.                        

– Steven McQuaid, Imagery Services           
– Canadian Forces Base Kingston  

     A memorial that has a painting of Fisher along with a photo of his Victoria Cross was placed in the 

building (fig. 31) and the gazetted description of his receiving the Victoria Cross, from the London 

Gazette. 

Figure 31.  

Photo of a memorial to Fred Fisher, VC, in the 
Fisher Building. – Steven McQuaid, Imagery 

Services – Canadian Forces Base Kingston 
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Westmount High School, Westmount, Quebec 

Fred Fisher attended Westmount High School in Montreal in his 

teenage years. A painting of Fred Fisher was hanging in the school 

library, and a replica of this painting now hangs in the school lobby 

(figure 32). 

     The original portrait was loaned to the Black Watch (Royal 

Highland Regiment of Canada) when they celebrated their 150th  

anniversary. Later that year, it was formally donated to them by the 

Protestant School Board Cultural Heritage Foundation. It now hangs 

in honour in their Regimental Headquarters on Bleury Street in 

Montreal.11 Figure 33 shows the original name plaque on the paint-

ing, which is hanging in the Black Watch Regimental Headquarters. 

Figure 32.  

Photo of the replica of 
the painting that was on 

display at the Westmount 
High School Library.      

– Courtesy of Westmount 
High School, Westmount, 

Quebec 11 

Figure 33.  

Photo of the name plaque, which is hanging in the Black 
Watch Regimental Headquarters.  

McGill University, Montreal, Quebec 

When World War I began, Fred Fisher was attending McGill University. He went on to enlist in the 13 th 

Battalion and went overseas with them. In 1926, McGill University published a commemorative volume 

entitled “McGill Honour Roll 1914-1918” in honour of the nearly 400 staff, students and faculty who 

lost their lives in the Great War. Figure 34 shows the cover of this publication, while figure 35 shows the 

page with Fred Fisher, VC. 

Figure 34 and 35.  

Cover and page of “McGill Honour Roll 
1914-1918” and the page with photo of 

Fred Fisher.12  
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     Nearly 25 years later, McGill produced their second Book of Remembrance. It records nearly 700 

names of McGill staff, students and faculty who died while serving in uniform during and after World 

War I and World War II, and the nearly 9,000 students, graduates, staff and faculty who served in these 

World Wars, figure 36 shows the cover of the second publication “Book of Remembrance” and figure 

37 shows page 40 with the name of Fred Fisher.12 

Figure 36 and 37.  

Cover and page of McGill’s “Book of Remembrance” 

and the page with the name of Fred Fisher.12  

Winnipeg Tribune 

During the months of November and December 1918, the Saturday edition of the Winnipeg Tribune 

featured a Victoria Cross recipient in “The Tribune Junior” section. The November 30, 1918 issue    

featured the story of Fred Fisher on page 43 and is shown as figure 38. 

Canada in Khaki 

The 1917 magazine Canada in Khaki featured the story of Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC. This   

magazine was published for the Canadian War Records Office by the Montreal Star Publishing Co. 

Ltd., with the net profits going to the Canadian War Memorials Fund. The image of the fallen soldier   

is by artist Bram Shaw. The pages for Fred Fisher are shown as figure 39. 

Figure 38.  

Page 43 of the Winnipeg Tribune, “The Tribune Junior” 
section which featured the story of Fred Fisher, VC.      
– Winnipeg Tribune, Saturday, November 30, 191813  

Figure 39.  

Magazine pages from Canada in Khaki, 1917 issue which 
featured Fred Fisher, VC. – Canada in Khaki, 1917 
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COLONEL GRAHAM THOMSON LYALL, VC 

Graham Thomson Lyall was born on March 8, 1892 in Chorlton, 

north of Manchester, England. At the age of 20, Lyall left England 

and immigrated to Canada, arriving at Quebec City on June 9, 1912. 

 Upon arrival he proceeded to Welland, Ontario, where he was 

employed at the Canadian Steels Foundries. With a downturn in the 

employment at Canadian Steels Foundries, Lyall was hired as a     

mechanical engineer with the Canadian Niagara Power Company in 

Niagara Falls, Ontario. 

 On August 6, 1914, two days after war being declared, the Gover-

nor General called out units of the militia and placed them on active 

duty. The 19th Battalion, the Lincoln Regiment of St. Catharines and 

the 44th Battalion, the Lincoln and Welland Regiment of Lincoln &   

Welland Counties were called out to supply the man power of the 

Welland Canal Force, whose purpose was to guard the Welland     

Canal, close the border and guard the railroad bridges that crossed the 

Niagara River. 

 Upon resigning his employment at the Canadian Niagara Power Company, he enlisted with the 19 th 

Battalion on October 23, 1914 in St. Catharines. Disenchanted with the monotonous routine of the 

Welland Canal Force, Lyall enlisted with the 81st Battalion, CEF, figure 40 shows his attestation papers 

enlisting with the 81st Battalion. 

Painting of Colonel Graham Thomson 
Lyall, VC, by artist Howard Somer-
ville, Beaverbrook Collection of War 
Art, CWM 19710261-0665, Canada 
War Museum  

Figure 40.  

Copy of Lyall's attestation papers for the 81st Battalion, CEF. – Library and Archives Canada 



24 

 

     While at the St. Catharines Recruiting Depot in the armoury on Lake 

Street, Lyall was appointed acting corporal on October 1, 1915. Figure 41 

shows a photo of Corporal Lyall with an unidentified sergeant. 

 On the evening of April 25, 1916, the “Kitty’s Own” (a nickname for 

the 81st due to the large make up men from St. Catharines) entrained at 

the Exhibition Grounds in Toronto for Halifax. And on April 28, 1916, the    

81st embarked on the S.S. Olympic at Halifax. Figure 42 shows a photo of 

the S.S. Olympic in her dazzled camouflage. 

     Figure 43 shows a page from the Canadian Expeditionary Force, 81st     

Battalion, Nominal Roll of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and 

Men, which lists Lyall’s name. 

Figure 41.  

Photo of Private Lyall with an 
unidentified sergeant.– Photo 

courtesy Sandy Ferguson14  

Figure 42.  

Photo of the S.S. Olympic in her dazzle camouflage.15 

Figure 43.  

Page from the CEF 81st Battalion Nominal Roll which shows Lyall’s name (see asterisk). 
– Library and Archives Canada 
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 On May 6, 1916, the 81st Battalion disembarked at Liverpool and travelled by rail to the West 

Sandling Training Area in Kent, England, which was reached the next day. 

 While in England, in June of 1916, the 81st Battalion became a reinforcement regiment and began 

supplying men to various units when needed. On June 7, 1916, Lyall was part of the first reinforcements 

for the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF.  

 Lyall fought in the Battle of the Somme and on October 10, 1916 was promoted to Acting Ser-

geant and later in the day promoted to Sergeant. On March 13, 1917, Lyall was transferred to England; 

while there he was appointed Temporary Lieutenant on April 28 and was posted to the 8th Reserve  

Battalion. On September 24, 1917 Lieutenant Lyall was posted to the 102nd Canadian Infantry Battal-

ion, CEF, in which he served until the end of the war. 

Canal du Nord 1918 

After the Canadian Corps breached the Drocourt-Quéant Line, on September 3, 1918, a directive was 

issued for a general Allied offensive on the entire front from the Meuse to the English Channel. On  

September 27, a joint attack by the First and Third British Armies in the general direction of Cambrai 

was to capture the northern part of the Hindenburg Line. Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig ordered the 

First Army to seize Bourlon Wood and cover the Third Army’s left flank as the latter advanced on 

Cambrai and subsequently on to Valenciennes. The capture of Bourlon Wood was assigned to the     

Canadian Corps. It was here at Bourlon Wood that Lieutenant Lyall was awarded the Victoria Cross for 

his actions. While leading his platoon he captured 13 prisoners, one field gun and four machine guns. 

Later Lyall and his platoon rushed another position killing the officer and capturing 45 prisoners, 5   

machine guns. On October 1st, he captured another position which yielded 80 prisoners and 17 machine 

guns. In all of 2 days, Lt. Lyall remarkably captured 3 officers, 182 others, 26 machine guns and one 

field gun. 

 On October 7, 1918, Brig.-General Odlum recommended that Lt. Lyall be awarded the Victoria 

Cross; it was signed off by Maj.-General Watson, Commander of the 4th Canadian Division and Lt.-

General Currie, Commander of the Canadian Corps. 

 The “Appendix A Honours & Rewards” from the War Diary of the 102nd Battalion in December 

1918, lists those who were being awarded medals for previous actions, see figure 44. 

Figure 44.  

“Appendix A Honours 
& Rewards” from a 

page of the War Diary 
of the 102nd Battalion 

in December 1918.  
– Library and Archives 

Canada 
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 In the St. Catharines Standard, October 19, 1918, issue there is a 

story “GLORIOUS DEEDS OF CANADIANS AT CAMBRAI” which 

told the story of the Battle of Cambrai. It went on as shown in figure 45. 

At the time of the story, it was not known who this Lieutenant was.  

 When hostilities ended on November 11, 1918, peace to Europe and 

the world became a reality. Figure 46 shows an undated  photo of Lt.    

Lyall and an unidentified major of the 102nd Battalion. 

 In The London Gazette, December 13, 1918 issue, notice appeared in 
which the King gave his approval to a group of Victoria Cross recipients, 
one of which was Lt. Graham Thomson Lyall, as shown in figure 47.   
 
 The lieutenant’s name in the article shown in figure 45 was never 

mentioned. This was corrected in the issue of December 18, 1918, which 

has a lengthy article about Lt. Lyall (a small excerpt is shown as figure 

48). 

Figure 46.  

A post war photo of Lt. Lyall and 
an unidentified major of the 102nd 

Battalion. –- Dept. of National 
Defence, Library and Archives 

Canada, PA-003990 

Figure 45.  

Article from the St. Catharines, 
October 19, 1918, issue which tells 

the story of a brave Lieutenant.  
– St. Catharines Public Library, 

Special Collections  

Figure 47.  

Copy of the King’s approval of the Victoria 
Cross to Lt. Graham Thomson Lyall. – The 
London Gazette, December 13, 1918 

Figure 48.  

Article from the St. Catharines, December 18, 1918 
issue, which introduces Lt. Lyall to the public. – St. 

Catharines Public Library, Special Collections 
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     A lengthy story of Lt. Lyall ran in the St. Catharines Standard on January 10, 1919 (fig. 49).  

     This article had a letter from Lt. Lyall to the O.C. 19th Regiment, St. Catharines, from the O.C. 

102nd Canadian Infantry Battalion, as well as a letter from the O.C. 19th Lincoln Regiment to the 

Standard. The letter from Lt. Lyall to the O.C. 19th Lincolns is shown as figure 50. In it he states that 

he is having a gun captured at Bourlon Wood on September 27, 1918 sent to the 19th Lincoln Regi-

ment. Figure 51 shows a letter from the O.C. 102nd Canadian Infantry Battalion to the O.C. 19th       

Lincoln Regiment, which states “that arrangements have been made to send a war trophy in the way of 

a 77mm gun which was one of the guns taken in the area of Marchipont on November 6, 1918.” The 

77mm gun which was to be shipped had a registered number of 5190. Apparently, this gun never left 

Europe; it was melted down.14 

Figure 49.  

Heading from a lengthy article in the St. Catharines 
Standard, January 19, 1919. – St. Catharines Public 
Library, Special Collections  

Figure 50.  

Letter from Lyall to the O.C. 19th 
Lincolns. – St. Catharines Public 

Library, Special Collections  

Figure 51.  

Letter from the O.C. 102nd 
Canadian Infantry Battalion 

to the O.C. 19th Lincolns.  
– St. Catharines Public   

Library, Special Collections 
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     On February 15, 1919, the St. Catharines Standard carried a letter from a member of the Niagara  
Rangers that made mention of the St. Catharines Boys with Lt. Lyall: 

ST. CATHARINES BOYS WERE WITH LIEUT. LYALL, V.C. 
 
 The following letter dated January 25th, at Brussels in Belgium, received by Ex-
Mayor Burgoyne, shows that in the ranks of the men who aided Lieut. G. T. Lyall win 
his Victoria Cross were several Boys from St. Catharines. 
 Dear sir: - In looking over the Standard of December 18th and reading about Mr. 
Lyall and his V.C. I think, Sir, that you and the good people of St. Kitts should know 
that Mr. Lyall was in command of a company made up mostly of St. Catharines boys, 
and especially with the good old  “Niagara Rangers” represented, Joe Hart of Port 
Dalhousie, good old Bill Bradshaw of the “Rangers,” and Roy Boyle (Killed) and 
many others from St. Kitts helped Mr. Lyall get his V.C. Hats off to the boys of St. 
Kitts. 
 Thanking you for the space, I remain, Sir.  
“An Old Ranger,” A. Co. 
“C. CO. 102nd” 

     The St. Catharines Standard March 8, 1919 issue featured a photo of Lt. Lyall along with the follow-
ing: 
 

LIEUT. GRAHAM T. LYALL, V.C. Who is expected to arrive in the city about May 1st. He is at  
present in Petrograd Hotel Hospital, London, under special treatment for trench mouth. Before  
coming to St. Catharines, he will take to himself during Easter week a bride, who will come with  
him to Canada. On arrival in the city they will be the guests of Judge and Mrs. Campbell. 

 
 On March 15, 1919, King George V presented about 320 recipients of various honours at Bucking-
ham Palace, one of whom was Lt. Lyall as outlined in figure 52 from the London Sunday Times. 
 
     Figure 53 shows a photo of Lt. Lyall wearing his ribbon of the Victoria Cross outside Buckingham 

Place on the day of the presentation. 

Figure 52.  

Newspaper story of the Investiture at Buckingham Palace. 

– London Sunday Times, March 16, 1919 

Figure 53.  

Newspaper story of the Investiture at 

Buckingham Palace. – London Sunday 

Times, March 16, 1919 
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     The medals that were awarded to Colonel Lyall–with his Victoria Cross being the first shown are     

illustrated in figure 54. 

     Figure 55 shows Lt. Lyall and his family outside of Buckingham Palace on the day of the presenta-

tion of his VC.  

     Lyall was released from the Canadian Army on August 5, 1919. With the outbreak of World War II,  

Lyall enlisted in the British Army and was promoted to Major on April 26, 1939. He was promoted to 

Commanding Officer of the 87th Lines of Communication Sub Area on October 15, 1941 when he was 

at Almaza, Egypt. On November 28, 1941, Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall passed away in his sleep 

and is buried at the Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery a British Military Cemetery in Egypt. Figure 56 

shows the tombstone marker for Lyall at the cemetery, and figure 57 shows the entrance to the cemetery. 

Figure 54.  

Medals awarded to Colonel Lyall during his career.14  

Figure 55.  

Photo of Lt. Lyall and his family outside Buckingham 
Palace. - Canada Dept. of National Defence, Library 
and Archives Canada, PA-006708 

Figure 56.  

Colonel Lyall Graham Thomson tombstone 
marker at the Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery 

in Egypt. – Photo by Peter Leggo16 

Figure 57.  

Entrance to the Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery 
in Egypt. – Photo by Peter Leggo16  
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Commemorations 

City of St. Catharines 

In 2008, the City of St. Catharines honoured both Graham Lyall and Fred Fisher with streets named 

after them, along with a street named “Valour Way” for the inscription on the Victoria Cross medal 

“For Valour”. The street sign for “Colonel Lyall St.” is shown in figure 58. 

 The Ontario Heritage Foundation placed a memorial plaque for Colonel Lyall at the Lincoln and 

Welland Armouries in St. Catharines (fig. 59). Its inscription reads: 

Graham Thomson Lyall emigrated from Britain in 1911, eventually settling in Niagara Falls where 

he worked for the Canadian Niagara Power Company. In 1914, at the start of the First World War, 

Lyall enlisted in the 19th “Lincoln” Regiment at St Catharines. Later, he joined the Canadian      

Expeditionary Force and fought at the Somme in 1916, Arras and Ypres in 1917, and Amiens in 

1918. On September 27 and October 1, 1918, Lyall led his platoon against the enemy at Bourlon 

Wood and Blecourt, displaying exceptional valour and leadership, inflicting heavy casualties, and 

capturing 182 prisoners, 26 machine guns, and one field gun. “For most Conspicuous and skilful 

leading during the operations north of Cambrai”, King George V invested Lyall with the Victoria 

Cross, the British Empire’s highest decoration for valour.” 

Figure 58.  

Colonel Lyall St. sign in honour of 
Colonel Graham Thomson Lyall. 

Figure 59.  

Memorial plaque at the Lake Street 
Armouries produced by the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation. 

 On November 5, 2006, the City of St. Catharines unveiled a plaque on the 150th Anniversary of the 

founding of the Victoria Cross 1856-2006, (figure 60). The two honorees on this plaque were Colonel 

Graham Thomson Lyall, VC, 1892-1941 and Lance-Corporal Fred Fisher, VC, 1894-1915. This plaque 

is on the outside wall at the entrance to the St. Catharines City Hall. 

 Colonel Lyall's name appears on the Honour Roll at St. Barnabas Church in St. Catharines.  

British Columbia Regiment (DCO) (Duke of Connaught's Own) 

On November 11, 2007, the British Columbia Regiment dedicated five benches in its park to the VC 

recipients, one of whom is Colonel Lyall. Figure 61 shows the plaque on his bench. 

Figure 60.  

Plaque honouring Colonel Graham   
Thomson Lyall, VC and Lance-Corporal 
Fred Fisher, VC, both who had connec-

tions to the City of St. Catharines.  

Figure 61.  

Plaque honouring Colonel Lyall on one of the 
benches in the park beside the Beatty Street  
Armoury. – British Columbia Regiment (DCO) 
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Bourlon Wood Memorial 

The BCR (DCO) presented a plaque on September 6, 2008 at Bourlon Wood Memorial for Col. Lyall, 

VC. Figure 62 shows a memorial to Colonel Lyall at Bourlon Wood.  

 

 A memorial of the Battle of Bourlon Wood commemorating the battle is shown as figure 63. 

Figure 62. 

The memorial at Bourlon Wood with the plaque honouring Colonel Lyall.17 

Figure 63.  

Memorial at Bourlon Wood commemorating the battle that took place there. 

14. 
For Valour, Colonel Graham Thompson, VC by Lieutenant Colonel William A. Smy Omm, CD, UE, 

with Alexander F. D. Ferguson, 2009 

15. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Olympic 

16. 
Find a Grave, https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/1966591/halfaya-sollum-war-cemetery 

17. 
http://www.webmatters.net/txtpat/index.php?id=677 

Chapter Footnotes 
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John Weir Foote was born on May 5, 1904 in Madoc, Ontario. 

Foote was educated at the University of Western in London,  

Ontario, Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario and McGill 

University in Montreal, Quebec. In 1934 he entered the Presby-

terian ministry and served congregations in Fort-Coulonge, 

Quebec and Port Hope, Ontario. 

 With the outbreak of war in 1939 he enlisted in the Canadi-

an Army, Canadian Chaplain Services and was posted to the 

Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (RHLI) as the Regimental 

Chaplain with a rank of Honorary Captain. 

 He went overseas with the RHLI and they took part in the 

raid on the French port of Dieppe on August 19, 1942 that 

proved to be a disaster. Over 5,000 Canadian troops took part 

in Operation Jubilee where over 900 men were killed in 3 

hours and over 2000 were captured and taken as POWs to 

Photo of Reverend John Weir Foote, VC
18

 

THE REVEREND CAPTAIN JOHN WEIR FOOTE, VC 

serve out the war in a prison camp. With the carnage taking place upon landing on the beach, he       

attached himself to the Regimental Aid Post. In the eight hours to follow he assisted the Regimental 

Medical Officer in tending to the wounded. Many times he put his life at risk while he went forward to 

bring the wounded back to the safety of a stranded landing craft that was used as a Regimental Aid 

Post. When landing crafts appeared to begin the evacuation, he again moved the wounded from the 

cover of shelter to the landing craft with no consideration for his welfare. When the time came for him 

to be evacuated, he refused and stayed with the wounded men. He was taken as a POW and while     

imprisoned he served and ministered his men for three years until liberated with the surrender of Nazi 

Germany on May 5, 1945. 

 Page 1 of The London Gazette, February 14, 1946 (fig. 64) provides the details of the King’s       

approval of the award of the VICTORIA CROSS to Honorary Captain John Weir Foote, Canadian 

Chaplain Services.  

 The citizens of Hamilton were informed of the awarding of the Victoria Cross to Chaplain Foote in 

February 12, 1946 issue of the Hamilton Spectator, (fig. 65). The same issue ran many stories and    

photos of Chaplain Foote. Two photos are shown in figures 66 and 67. 

 In 1948, after his military career was over, John Weir Foote was elected in the provincial election 
for the Legislative Assembly of Ontario and served as the Progressive Conservative member of the  
Provincial Parliament (MPP) for Durham. He was first appointed as Deputy Commissioner for the  
Liquor Control Board of Ontario and after the 1951 election served as the Ontario Minister of Reform 
Institute. After several heart attacks, he resigned from the provincial legislature in 1959. 

 He returned to the RHLI in 1964, serving as Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel until 1973. On May 2, 
1988, Foote passed away at his home in Cobourg, Ontario. 
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Figure 64.  

The London Gazette, February 14, 1946, which shows the proclamation of the awarding the Victoria 

Cross to Honorary Captain John Weir Foote. – The London Gazette, February 14, 1946 
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Figure 66. 

Photo of Chaplain Foote with the description 
as to why he was awarded the Victoria Cross. 
– The Hamilton Spectator, February 12, 1946 

Figure 67.  

Photo of Chaplain Foote with his family.  
– The Hamilton Spectator, February 12, 1946 

Commemorations 

Royal Canadian Legion 

The Royal Canadian Legion branch in Grafton, Ontario was renamed the Lt.-Col. John W. Foote V.C. 
C.D. Branch 580 in 1982 (see figure 68). 
 

James Street Armoury 

The James Street Armoury in Hamilton, Ontario was renamed the John W. Foote VC Armoury. It is 
home to the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, as well as The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders of Canada 
(Princess Louise’s) and the 11th Field Regiment, RCA. A photo of the James St. Armoury is shown as 
figure 69. Other notices on the James St. Armoury pertaining to the name of John Weir Foote are shown 
in figure 70. 

 The RHLI Museum is located at the James St. Armoury and has Chaplain Foote’s medals on display. 
They include his VC (fig. 71). 

Figure 65. 
Newspaper heading informing the citizens of Hamilton of the awarding of the Victoria Cross to Chaplain 

Foote. – The Hamilton Spectator, February 12, 1946 
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Figure 68. 

Photo of Grafton Royal Canadian Legion Branch 580.19 

Figure 69. 

Photo of James Street Armoury in Hamilton, which was renamed 
the John W. Foote VC Armoury in his honour.  
– www.historicplaces.ca  

Figure 70. 

Plaque and the name of the armoury. – www.cscomps.ca 

Figure 71. 

Photo of Foote’s medals and his Victoria Cross. – Courtesy Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Museum  
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Dieppe Veteran’s Memorial Park, Hamilton, Ontario20 

On August 19, 2003, the 61st Anniversary of the Dieppe raid, the City of Hamilton dedicated the Dieppe 
Veteran’s Memorial Park to The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. Figure 72 shows a photo of the front 
view of this memorial and figure 73 shows a plaque at the Dieppe Memorial honouring two Victorian 
Cross recipients: “Captain John Weir Foote, VC, Regimental Chaplain, The Royal Hamilton Light  
Infantry” and “Lt. Col. Charles Cecil Merritt, VC, Commanding Officer, The South Saskatchewan  
Regiment”.  

Figure 72. 

Photo showing the Dieppe memorial at Hamilton, Ontario. 

Figure 73. 

Plaque honouring two recipients of the Victoria 

Cross for their actions on the beach at Dieppe.  

Figure 74. 

Plaque honouring Captain John 

Weir Foote at the Victoria Cross 

Commemorative Park in Calgary. 

A commemorative plaque honouring Captain John Weir Foote is placed at the Victoria Cross Com-
memorative Park in Calgary (fig. 74). 

Figure 75. 

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos 

and records from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill 

University archives. 

Victoria Cross Commemorative Park, Currie Barracks in Calgary 

McGill University12 
John Weir Foote was educated at the University of Western Ontario and 
Queen’s University, and then attended the Montreal Presbyterian Col-
lege at McGill University, graduating from their Theology program. The 
McGill Archives – McGill University War Records section has a folder 
containing Foote’s war records and related newspaper articles and a   
photo. Figure 75 shows some of the Foote material in the archives. 
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Figure 75. 

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos 

and records from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill 

University archives. 
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Figure 75. 

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos and records 

from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill University archives. 
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Figure 75. 

Several items consisting of newspaper clippings, photos and records 

from the John Weir Foote folder at the McGill University archives. 

Ontario Historic Plaques 

The Ontario Historic Foundation, Ministry of Culture and Communications placed a commemorative 

plaque in Hastings County in honour of Chaplain John Weir Foote (see figure 76). 

Figure 76. 

An Ontario historic plaque commemorated in honour of 
Chaplain John Weir Foote VC. – Photo by L. Brown, 

www.ontariohistoricplaques.com 

12. McGill University Archives 

18. McGill Reporter, McGill Publications, http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2017/08/reverend-john-
weir-foote-the-hero-of-dieppe/ 

19. Grafton Royal Canadian Legion branch 580, 10240 County Road 2, RR5, Cobourg, Ontario K9A 
4J8. Www.facebook.com/rcl580/ 

20. Dieppe, War Memorial Hamilton, http://ontariowarmemporials.blogspot.ca/2012/08/hamilton-
dieppe-memorial.html 

Chapter Footnotes 

http://www.ontariohistoricplaques.com/
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