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PREFACE

The purpose of the Niagara Military Museum i s
Ni agar a Peni-Wasruloaf, 1f8102m tpor et he present . Our ain
Ni agara Peninsula alive for our generation and
This, our first publication, tells the story
Peninsula and who were awarded the Victoria Cr
their fellow soldiers. It also outlines the aw
Corpor al Fred Fisherwlwears Miog nf atnh e .wasatthraan o

family followed. At the out b'r'Beaatkt aolfi oWl , C aFni asdhiea
tionary Force (currently perpetuated by the RO
He was awarded the Victoria Cross for his brav
Western Front gas att AB&ttenwbl Cagadihan mEihnelbd
Catharines, to r emevoeu nadnedr rfe ped sdi tgiuonns ,t hehiurs 1p8& e
advancing German forces.

Col onel Graham Thomson Lyal.l i mmi grated into
1912. With the outbreak of WW in'B@&tltdal iLoyml (Li
Regi ment aka the St. Catharines Regi ment®) . Lya
Battalion, Canadian Exp®atittdloincamr ya rFroirweed oMherns e

designated as a reinforcement baltitraé i lbat walk iho n
was attacHh®Bhtttaltimen BAhad was awarded his Victor
of Bourlon Woods in France in 1918.

The Reverend Captain John Weir Foote was a ch

|l nfantry (RHLI) and was awarded his Victoria C
constantly bringing wounded soldiers back to t
evacuated, Padre Foote refused and served the

me mber s of t he RHLI
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Victoria Cross

The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest militar)
gal l@amt nyhe faco oofmetmberesnemy t he British ar med
British Commonwealth armed forces. 't was previ
which have since established their own militar)
a military person of any rank in any of the set
no civilian has received the award since 1879.

The VC was introduced on January 29, 1856 by

the Crimean War. Since then, the medal has beer
awards were presented by Queen Victoria in 1857
presented by the British monarch.

Before the Crimean War, there was m0 @dlfliantarly
within the BritfOs ldear onld ddBfedxhcsees .f ofrheof fi cer s i n
awarded for | esser acts of gallantry. Queen Vic
t hat had no recognition to birth, c¢class or mild/
t hat woul dede bhrehbywrpdi and eagerly sought aft
Victoria, under the guidance of Princdélhd bert,
Military Orodaed ohsVieatdosiva gd¢ otré h€hersisgmeaal wa

stait bdt the Victoria Cross would only be awar dc¢
the enemy and had performed 0®Somdusegfél a867of
Victoria presented the Victoria Cross to 62 of
London.

The jewel ers, Ha e opk sedrayt eMd® pasiwwanr,d ehd si nce it .
met al used fossthe Vromoaiaafnon captured from
Wa r . Mbaye raanal ysis reveals thasts bheimegedltbscoh
Chinese weapon captured by the Russians in an
British in the Crimean War.

The decoration is a bronze cross patteéee, 41 m
Edward surmounted by a IiH®Rmh,VAGMhRIe pwad sontihgi n a
have ib@R NT HE BURMALVIEI it was changed on the recom
decoration, suspension bar and |l ink weigh about
by a ring fVotoom aa bsaerr iofrenda ment ed with | aur el | ea
The reverse of the suspens@omamasr nH1nankngmnamker \
reverse of the medal is a circular panel on whi
engraved in the centre. The ribbon is crimson,
the ribbon should be red for army recipients ati
abolished soon after the formation of the Royal
George V signed a warrant that stated al/l reci |
recipients of the naval version were required t
is often referrerded.o Tahse cfrriomsto namodr bwaicnke of t he
1 and 1A. This example belonged to Filip Konow:
tion of Victoria Crosses.



Filip Knowal was born 25,
Kut ki vt si, Podol sky, OW paé
Ukraine). Filip fough Batt |
i n late 1916 and the year
distinction at the Ba i my F
squad of Japanese Can di er s
capture the straftdegei c ¢ n knov
Pi mpOrel y months | ater, ust 19
fought with exceptional r'ry at
Hill 70, for which he was awarded t
Cross. On October 15, 1 9 Higgrel. Ki ng Ge
presented Filip KonowaAhA pwattohofhit se Wi

He died on June 3, -1959 23 ¢ s, BEufn

Painting of Fb‘y" a*ﬁ‘?é‘o éEm‘éCt ery in OttawaWMFHEQTGO®H1IK 0o n
artist Arthur Eﬂose George etcalf A
Beaverbrook C/bﬂtlte teuo@nolfy-(&aadlka(mua]m atho becoawactdend Etadhead
SN i ctoria Cross.

Ot her medals that Filip Konowal, VC received
Vi Coronation Medal, and Elizabeth 11 Coronat i
George, 4th Class from Russi a.

William Hall was the fir: 1ck per:
Scotian and one of the e. Canadi a
Victoria Cross (with a sbl bbon;

on display at the Atilfalat. BBl it i me

Hall was a member of the Navy

Captain of tHMSFS8hande nwe

awarded the Victoria Cr 0 peits his a
Mutiny in India at Luckn: |28 Novemb
He was awarded his WMS$t ol "0ss ab

Doneigrmal Queenst oawlnamdardm u®ct dbver

28 11 859 Figure 2.
A photo of the Vic
Cross with the blu
Willia 1 ith . that, bel onged to W
crodsEd: hQltedeopssrown s not Kk N@WRAR @5 in
i Maritin@ovend Cobh in Gaekiidgi jhe Museum.
Hal i f ax —-Atl antiic Mariti me
Hal t f ax
For a VC to be considered for an individual,
equivalent must be issued, and shal/l be suppor:
on occasion. This recommendation is passed up |
Defence. From here, the recommendation i s pres:
with his or her signature. Victoria Cross awar

the single exception of the award to the Amer.i ¢
vision about who should present the award to t

2



Queen Victoria stated that she would Iike to
medal s out of the 472 awarded during her reign.
presented at Hyde Park by Queen Victoria in 18!
by the reigning British monarch. Nearly 300 ot |
royal family or by a civil or military dignital
or next of kin by registered post.

The Victoria Cross was available to coloni al
following a recommendation for gallantry regar
in the New Zealand | and wars i n 1864, when he

The first Canadian to receive the Victoria C
for his actions in the Crimean War.

The first Canadian to recei veontmer &IC Hrmued errgi
During WW , 64 Canadian soldiers and airmen we.
British VC there were fewer than 100 Canadi ans
were awarded posthumously: no awards were made

The most not able Canadian to be awa
ered as a war herbi bBdaywslhd ph e BWislhloipa n

i n Owen Sound in 1894 and was enr ol
Canada in Kingston when World War |
with the 9t h Mississauga Horse Regi
year, enlisted with the 7th Canadi a
London, Ontario. I n June of 1915 he
spent a short time in the trenches
FI' ying Corps (RFC), initially as an
November 1916, when he received his

During the Battle of Vimy Ridge

(gerelc“H;pg with shooting down 12 Gern
thee;eMlQluirtnarX Cross and promoted to
Chie °Ber m¥is” begamed é Hamdandg dewn é i 2,
1917, Bi shop flew solo behind enemy
aerodr ome. It was reported that he shot down 3
was awarded the Victoria Cross. Il n all, Bi shop

end of the war Bishofohelhelthefrnamk tdfe loiud btr ermme
promoted to t RMarrsahnakl lo fi nAitrheViRoeyal Canadian Ai
in his sleep in Palm Beach FlI®&riViztomi e Cr emizer
medals (fig. 3), are in the possession of the (

Figure 3.

Cross and ot her med
SACWVWB slPy® 05 2Geor ge
ol l ecti

f Archival C

t

-

on,




Medal s awarded to Bishop were the Victoria Cr

gui shed Service Order with Bar, Mill9ilt5a rSyt aCr, o 83
Wa r Medal , Victory Medal with Ment i onéhdo ninne ubi,s |
Croix d Guerre avec Palmes, George V - 1985 &War M
Medal , Eli zabet h 11 Coronation Medal, Canadi an
Service Medal, as shown in the photo figure 3.

Canadian Victorian Cross Recipients4
Prior to the South African War

DE MONTMORENCY, Raymond Harvey Lodge Joseph Li ¢
man, Sudan 1898

DOUGLAS, Campbell Mellis Doctor, 24th Regi ment
DUNN, Al exander ,Ro3b3errdt sRelgiiemetnetn aonft Foot , Bal acl
HALL, Wi l-BeamaAbl|l Bucknow, Il ndia 1857

READE, Herbert Taylor Surgeon, Gloucestershire

The South African (Boer) War

COCKBURN, Hampden Zane Churchill Lieutenant, T
HOLLAND, Edward James Gibson Sergeant, The Roy.
NI CKERSON, William Henry Snyder Lieutenant, Ro0"
TURNER, Richard Ernest W lliam Lieutenant, The
First World War

ALGI E, Wallace LlIloyd Lieutenant, 20th Battaliol
BARKER, Wi lliam George Major, 201 Sqguadron, RAI
BARRON, Colin Fraser Corporal, 3rd Battalion,
BELLEW, Edward Donald Lieutenant, 7th Battaliol
BENT, Philip Eric Bent Lieutenant Colonel, Lei
Bl SHOP, Wi lliam Avery Captain, 60 Squadron, RF(
BOURKE, Rowl and Bourke Lieutend®t MaRoy®&I18Navy
BRERETON, Alexander Picton Corporal, 8th Battal

BRI LLANT, Jean Lieuten%nAugu2s2tndl 9Blag& t ali on, CEF
BROWN, Harry Private, 10th Battalion, CEF 16 A
CAIl RNS, Hugh Sergeant 46th Battalion, CEF 1 No:
CAMPBELL, Frederick Wi lliam Lieutenant, l1st Ba-
CLARKE, Leo Corporal, 2nd Battalion, CEF 9 Sep"
CLARKENNEDY, Wil l i anrCdleowm eLli,e u2 detnha-bBa tAtuagluisa n,1 9Q B
COMBE, Robert Grierson Lieutenant, 27th Battal
COPPI NS, Frederick G. Corporal, 8th Battalion,
CROAK, John Bernard Privat e, 13th Battalion, C
CRUI CKSHANK, Robert Edward Privat e, London Sco
De WI ND, Edmund Second Lieutenant, Royal Il rish
DI NESEN, Thomas Private, 42nd Battalion, CEF 1.
FI SHER, Frederpaekallant®t h Battalion, CEF 23 Apr
FLOWERDEW, Gordon Muri el L ise uH oernsaen t (, R oTyhael LOarnda d

March 1918
4



GOOD, Her man James Corporal, 13th Battalion, Cl
GREGG, Milton Fowl er Li eutenantl Ochte 1Roly8a | Cance
HALL, Frederick Widjlora,m 8tohmpBantyt aSlgiton, CEF 24 A
HANNA, Robert-M&ompan¥9tSigtBattalion, CEF 21 Augu
HARVEY, Frederick Maurice WatohRoLbeu{(®ogat, Cah
CEF 27 March 1917

HOBSON, Frederick Sergeant, 20th Battalion, CEF
HOLLAND, Edward James Gibson Sergeant, The Roye
HOLMES, Thomas Wi lliam Private, 4th Battalion,

HONEY, Samuel Lewis Li eut3d&n aSretp,t edtbtelr B&Otlt8al i on,
HUTCHESON, Bell enden Seymour Captain, Canadian

KAEBLE, Joseph Thomas Cofpdrmuale, 18328d Battalion,

KERR, George Fraser Lieutenant, 3rd Battalion,

KERR, John Chipman Private, 49t h Battalion, CEF
KI NROSS, Cecil John Private, 49th Battalion, CE
KNI GHT, Arthur George Sergeant, 10th Battalion,
KONOWAL, Filip Corpor a2l4, Au7gtuhs tB altotla7l i on, CEF 272
LEARMONTH, Okill Massey Major, 2nd Battalion,
LYALL, Graham Thomson Lieutenant, 102nd Battald.l
MacDOWELL, Thain Wendell Captain, 38th Battalia
Mac GREGOR, John Captain, 2nd Canad3 a@QctMoLN1&d |
Mc KEAN, George Burdon Li eu2t8e nAgpmrrti,| 218t1B Batt al ic
Mc KENZI E, Hugh Lieutenant, 7th Canadian Machi ne
McLEOD, Al an Arnett Lieutenant, Royal Air Force
MERRI FI ELD, Wil liam Sergeant, 4th Battalion, CE
METCALF, Willi€morkeonray Ldmdcded Battalion, CEF 2
MI LNE, William Johnstone Private, 16t h Battalioc
MI NER, Harry Garnet Bedford Corporal, 58th Batt

MI TCHELL, Coulson Norman Captai®f, O4tbbBat tl@lliBor
MULLI N, George Harry &ecCgeaudi anPLigbéss nPant ryi
NUNNEY, Claude Joseph Patr i2c KSehprtiewetea, 138t8h Bat
O" KELLY, Christopher Patrick John Captain, 52nd
O' ROURKE, Mi chael James R Matgest7tl® 1Battal i on,
PATTI SON, John George Private, 50th Battalion,

PEARKES, George Randol ph Major, b5th3Cabadobhar Mt
PECK, Cyrus WeGdleoynelli,eultéetnmnBatt ali on, CEF 2 Se
RAYFI ELD, Walter Leigh -PrBeptemb&thl8a88tali

on
RI CHARDSON, Arthur Herbert Lindsay Piper, 16t h
RI CHARDSON, James Cleland Piper, 16t h Battalior
RI' CKETTS, Thomas Private, The Royal Newfoundl ar
ROBERTSON, James Peter Private, 27t h Battalion,
RUTHERFORD, Charles Smith Lieutenant, 5t h Canac
1918

SCRI MGER, Francis Alexander Caron Captain, Cane
SHANKLAND, Robert Lieutenant, 43rd Battalion, (
SI FTON, EIl i s-SWe lglevwaondd L&Briche Battalion CEF 9 Api

5



SI NTON, John Al exander Captain, |l ndi an Medical
SPALL, Robert Ser gse ahatn a dRrainn cLeisgsh ARiajtunrditacnita® ¥ 8 1 2
STRACHAN, Harcus Lieutenant, The Fort Garry Hor
TAI T, James Edward Lieultlnmunmgust78thl&Battalion,
WI LKI NSON, Thomas Orde Lawder Wil kinson Lieuter
1916

YOUNG, Francis Priva4 eSe@Bt7réemMbdBratt1®18 on, CEF 2
ZENGEL, Raphael Louis Sergeant, 5th Battalion,

Second World War

COSENS, Aubrey Sér OavanntR,i fTlee2 Gpuleada ruaad ay, 1209 5
CURRI E, David Vivian Major, 29th Armoured Recon
ment 0 A8gust 1944

FOOTE, John Weir Honorary Captain, Canadian Che
GRAY, Robert Hampton Lieutenant, Royal Canadi an
HORNELL, David Ernest Flight Lieutenant, -No. 16:
25 June 1944

MAHONY, John Keefer Maj or , The West minster Regi
MERRI TT, Charles Ce-€ol ohaeber3¥bél Shuebt 8aakatche
1942

MYNARSKI, Andrew Charles Pilot OfX3 ckune 401944 Bc
OSBORN, John RobMarjtorGo niphaen Wi Siognti peg Gr enadi er s,
SMI TH, Ernest Alvia Privat e, -2T2h,e Cxetaofboerrt hl 9Hii4g h |
TI LSTON, Frederick Al bert Major, The Essex Scot

TOPHAM, Frederick George Corporal, 1st Canadi ar
TRI QUET, Paul Captain, Royal 22e Régi ment , 14 I
Currently the Canada War Museum, i n Ottawa, has
Chapter Footnotes

LAt lantic Mariti me Mus eum, At l antic Mariti me Mu
B3J 1S3

“®ro Valore, Camad g'usb | Viccattoroina odr otshse Governor
partment of National Defwevivc g g . @aaai/ habmloersehpldif he
Victoria_ Cross_e.pdf

3'WilIianTIBiAb/EBeiysyFrloipbrary and Archives Canada

“Veterans Affairs CanaGana®rader¥i andr Dac oCrad $ ® n
www. veterans. gc. cal/-dagbr ame cabis Gtoca misadceidpailesnt s



Canadian Victoria Cross

I n 1967, with the establishment of the Order of
part of this Order. This medat swaé €tourbgeh B&il
and civilian awards were no |l onger available tc¢
for bravery by a member of the military was nec
the Cross of Valour, the Star of Courage and th
recognized by these awards. With no medals spec
The Star of Military Valour and thbeepbeeal bgft hEk
Government of Canada and were approved by Her |

1992.

The Canadian Victoria Cross is very similar t
ing, the BFOR i\WALGOBRIiengt he Canadi alRROe VAIB@ORE has
as shown in figure 4. To date, no Canadian Vict

Figure 4.
Photo of the Canadian Victorian Cross
—-Phot o David Ashe, Natur al Resources Cana

Chapter Footnotes

“®Pr o ValCoarnreada' sOoO¥i pubitiaa€Ciossof the Governor
Department of National D-envfwevnn @geg,. cav d ihloanllue sd mp dlif
Victoria_ Cross_e. pdf



LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER, VC

Fi sher

grew up
Il n 1904
Fred
Montreal
School
t he decl

Al l eg

Cat har i

bFr ead tHisgher
Bamesr Bopab ks,
WaWM -19710261
da War Museum

‘...a of all the Generals and Oficars sok over me,

K

Dt Lot 47//// 2pobl
ATTESTATION P-A-PB'R/
’ INADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 3 2

4 ESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION,
IANKWERS,

No.

1. What ls foi ey

% To whas T@s, Towsahip or Parkh, aad a
what Cpumegweze you bora t .

1. Whatk i your wext-of-kin? P, AT Seodlar -
4 Whavds of your uextol-kin?, d/n/--n.J

5. wiglie of yoar birth? :

5. Wi iggpor #hde or Calling?..__..

7. Aol

u..} -3mbav»duudm»

9. ow mangmm Active Miditia?, . v 254

10 ueumedmmy!(mm\-l'n(ee" ) ;LnyOJ" C‘M%
qnwm-cﬂ - - e it

et g
12, ¥ yon wjing to ba aseated to serve fo the]

nu%‘vn-sm Kxrroerionany Fonow?|
,ﬁf (Siguature of Man).

u understand the sature xd terms of

%’fn\mwn of Wikneen)

E MADE:BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

TION

s solescnly dechare Whst the wb
madd by e aboTS qUetions atn vnm, 'uld Wa 1 am willisg o fulfil $he eogagrn
ma, and Therety e 155 s o o w0 Canadian Over-Seas Expedition:

‘avac i of the servios thereln, r.x o tarn Of 06k yebts o diming W o
Hotwoan, Great Britan snd Germany should that war lass loager $5an oue yer, aod for
the mu iration of that war provided His shonld =g bong require my sarvices, (-1 m.m )q‘l h

discharg: =
e STLAK, ... (Biguatare of Recrais)
Date. /// 243 1916 e . (Sigustore of Witaess)

MAN ON ATTESTATION,

T
1 o do make Oatb, that T -ﬂl Lu h thiu) and

beus teva Llioghnes to Hin Majesty King George the Fifth, His Heirs aud 8o acowsors

in du honestly and fai ».nu, P A Majesty, His Holra anil Sncerasors, i Purson -.
Diguity, -g..n st all enemies, aod will obmerve and obey al: oders of His Majeaty, “His Helrs and Sucocsmors,
o God, S

/‘:""M 4 gzmv%”(b?gn:llum of Recruity
WA Earreck.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.
if ba mada any fale asawer 4 2oy of the above
A

iute Tad . 75 1914,

(Blgnatare of Wisuom)

The Recrait sbove:samed was ciutionsd by m
questioas be wauld be
abave guos

l ve tuke mawer o each quostion Las been
Auly entered as opliny 1o declaration and_tal oty
bebore me, At £ A il TR SN A o Mo Ay O AT 1014,

(Slgnatare of Justion)

(A pproving Ofcer)

was
t her e

t he
attended

and
arat.i
Hi ghl ander s
September
ance
attestat.i
nes

VvV C,

on

born
W i
Fi

ugust 3, 18914
IS parents anc
-of ra hieal kye , w awsh elriev
d ag cdhlea o lwa sl rnt riac
d compl eted hi s
enr ol | at McGi || Uni v
on of war, FtRdyalkft
BaCaahidan oheAd@ust 1
23 he signed his attest
and was given his®sregir
papers ( foifgwbried h5 aand
, Oont

wher e

S
2 Description of ;%’)u/ J%(A}’xu —

3-49 yearn. ... monthe.

.on Enlistment.

Apgereot Age Distéactivo arles, and marka {ndicstiag coagunita)
i or

ekionstor Armp B e »‘.. - et ion o it S ..mm
| o oo er 100 Indoemalicn o€
{
Helght.. oo Hsna
-Id'"" when fully ex:| ) -
J | 3 Itnech
| Range of expangion_ |7 s Frnechly) /E«u By
Complexion... ... -Gk ¥
5 P
Sy M jcvx_r). ot !foual(
Hair .&u:m
Church of England.......... o ..
Presbyterian ...
“
5 5 \Wealoyan............ e
) @
L m[uhlorl\scyquwmnlhl e
EEY b
H >

Romao Qutbolic.....

\Jowish NI

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

I bave examined the abovenamed Recroit aed find (as he doss sot prescat any of the causcs
of rejction sgecified n the Regulations for Army Mdical Sarviens.

o can oee at the required distncs with citber eye; bis benrt and lungs 6rs healthy; Lo hue the
tres ase of his joints and limabe, nml Lo dociares that be is nob sabiect to fils of aoy description.

R
2. 4

for the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force,
a 2L s
7//7 g &

Sledicad Officer,

I ooonider Bim®...
Data, L1914

Place.

Yawa e 104 Wl SRy PAle

CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER COMM&\'DING UNIT.

- /_u

faspectod by me Uais day, and his Nawme, Ao, Dato o
bees recorded, 1 cectify thnt I am aatisfied with

o4
St lE, baving beeo fisally appeoved aod

v gt 2

&
< -2 R . =

Figure S and 6.

and back

Front

of
8

Fiisthreary and eAt @ahii wvens p@Gprada



On September 25, 1914 with only one month of
embark for the United Kid4bhgddmi cEhes kadt 41, i1d2 mu
3, 1914 emlsdr lAd.@ nlohmeayt haer r i ved at Pl ymout h, Engl
movedet Satl i sbury Pl ain.

On December 22, 1914, FKiosrhpeorr awa s aanpdp oMmanst ed stt oe
det achment of tehree bvahtetraed iloen .| dar mmeads ahbout t he m
was oimmamnd ohi me mpun crew of f-weekmeaur $baeyot boti
Colt machine gun. At the endfispfectomaiitshesiai hi ey
Col t machiopeganbnfeaid-s ogh® d, moudhtegdtompadt @amee
fire 400 rounds per minute.

On February Canadbab, DihesiitBattafi whi whsthepha
France and arrived at St. Nazire three days | at
Army and on March'Britliodlb Dievievend ndar 7Fl eur ba
rience in fighting occurred on MafChlpkl |veherdias
pointif®Plyishenldid very |little other than pr o\

Il n -Apdi |l , the division moved north into a sal
manned by British, French Colonials and Bel giur

Fi sher was admitted to No. 2 Canadian Field A
dicharged on April 13 when he returned to his

On April 22, the Division wa$8rdagmldey et jtihset |e
Brigade ohnfBrtiheeade gihn ,r Bslegerei,amn@i ¢ ihei drb of t he
|l eft flank of the Division.

On the morning of April 22, the Germans began
by early afternoon all was quiet. At 1500 hour s
French positions whi'Batwead éojpusfTheoBahtaf i ohme r 1
fpi pesomrfojseatti ng t hrough the German | ines, wit!
going to come from t hem. 1700 hours saw the bec
began with t he ©ryeellelaoswe col fo utdh eo fg rcehed mirsilne gas. T
what was to come. The French and Algerians retr
this chlorine gas spread into their lungs. The
t heB®dttery, who was a chemist, knfew whathate was
dressings and pl aoté 1 Bemhovghtothenaséson of ¢t
ing the word saved thousands of | ives.

Guns of the German artillery increased their
in nearby villages and Ypres itself. The AlIlie
shortly after the Germans were pouring through
excepti o'ffFioefl d hBeatltOer y, CFA, which was | ocated

d

The'Bla3t t alion was in a difficult and danger ous:s
had been virtuall ytdpessedyed teaviGegmahe. 18t 1¢
t heBRBigade repdBaetat hah whe f181 1 ing back and w
2"Br i gade.HeBaadtqguaalritoenr s in St. Julien had report e

9



but stated that although his companies were hol

By 1900 "hBast,t @rhye, 1cOo mmanded by Major William B
with the Germans and was in imminent danger of
pounders and was deployed in an orchard just sc¢
al most cont i nuo'dBsaltyt ailni osnu pspionrcte olf7 4t5hehris3 A F
attached himself to the batteryfAlduwdEardisyy mownt
di scovered that German infantry were on his | ef

were forced to reverse two of his guns and fire
attack on his battery.

Maj or King requested help from brigade becaus
from the Germans,c@amparmy, 20MOu th r'éOnamBias tf &t b min 6 h
a machine gun de'tBadhmdrtonf rwoem et lseent3 for ward fr

Fred Fisher was in command of this detachment.
The arrival of Fids hkeav e nadormd satmean ktetutledm t i me.
into an isolated building and brought his machi
closest to theamdintshend rtepullding any attempt by
forward. During this action, four of the machir

rear to find replacements'!Batheal Foshamd masilee ¢hi &
eight stepped forward and they set wup his gun i

Meanwhi I'8Batttlee yl@vas experiencing difficulty i

two of its ammunition wagons had their teams ki
from'"he' Bl5 talions carried rounds weighing 18%
yards. Near this time, two solated platoons of

I
'"Bauakly modat hee &e
draw at afboyt wagoo
avycewmhd Il not bring
S

i
overrun and now there were Vv
When the orders came to with
youoban it was wundarmsuft hr éde

out of action. Il n an al most uper human effort,
rear. Once t'theamdg wresnnofwitttha®slamackhkiahel gunFdsehach
half company of men withdrew to St. Julien.

Fisthedetermination, skill and daring cdhtribut
BatteryBafTher $§0was from St. Catharines t he pl &

whet her Fisher was dWar angb ntehreefw itdhigi FeOotbd rd.b eF i
brother Donald served two years with the Batter
60Battalion, CEF.

Fighting continued during t'Renniiqhitedo ft oAproime

i nt ensar msmaflilre and was forced to redeploy its
St. Julien road. At dawn, a small reinforcement
long day and heavy casfiathéesit Byt 2d®0ahosg omnhe
serious that platoons from both No. 2 andSt3 cor
Julien Road. Lieutenant James G. Ross, the Batt

he Ger mans who were causing the high casualtiie
0

t
forward two of his machine gu@Qodpdrzlhmemed . Fil s1h
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ficrawled out of a shallow trench and, setting
shot dead. A moment | ater &6Sgptl.acMc L ewoads, kwhl ol ehda
way. Leaving this particular gun, LiCoutporRdss
Parkes and Private Glad to set up @arno ttlher dg uwn
on the most bothersome of the opposing trench
theoday.

Lieutenant EdwidRadt tWalrido ro fwrt chtee :1 3

iFred Fisher and many other poor chaps of our
MBud Fi sher) made a glorious name for himself
the village of St Julien. When word of the a
gun and started for the front trenches. No on
trying to get some big guns out under heavy f
He set up his machine gun and covered their r
bit of wood of Germans, becoming separated fr
French machine gun that had been abandoned an
He finally found our battalion and reported t
his gun on the parapet when he was hit in the
ot her officers bouried him in the trench.

VOL. CLXIV. NO. 118 LanCer poral Fred Fishdéli sdipad emn sApvre

SE=EnEe i nformed of his death by telegram on

SEVEN KILLED, | |

TWO WOUNDED First notice of the death of Fred F

| IN 13TH AND 14TH 18Battalion, wMsntepalJuéhdez e6n,t £1h%l 5, a

’ i 6 in figure 7.

Casualty List Also Contains : ;

| Names of Two Hundred Wiss .For his gallantry on Ap.rll 2.3, 1915
ing From B.C. Battalion Fi sher was awarded t he wWwogmet oria Cr os:

e cnonm. KD the first Canadian to recém{e®t he VC

e during WWH and thega st mardaddia n
Ml ever o receive |tfFELESASEYIT 10
Twief,f;:?"’ Canadi dheuhiondon Graugzsatert an@ devotion to duty : —
— | June 23, _ 1915 car rmgo-cgﬁgfaﬁasb;gﬁgrallpdeicsi‘tshdnumous

e ey el decl aration, f i gUT €on MBra April, 1915, in the neighbour-

partment gives the names of more
than two hundred men as missing
from the Seventh, a British Columbia
battalion, whose commanding officer,
Lteut.-Col. Hag McHArg, the cham-
plon rifle shot, was killed in action
in the first day's fighting by the Can-
adian division near Langemarck.

Thé list also gives the names of
#even non-coms and men of the Thir-
teenth Baltalion, Fifth Royal Mont-
real Highlanders), who were killed in
aetfon, and two wounded from the
¥ourteenth Battation( Hoyal Mont-
reals) They are:

THIRTEENTH BATTALION

Killed in action—Lance-Corp. Frel,
Fisher, 576 Lansdowne avenue, west,
Toronta: Sergt.
€colt, 14 Seymour avenue, Montreal:
D M. Russell, Carsonby Post Office,
Ont.; A. Cunningham, 189 Chatham
strest, Montreal; B. Randolph Piche,
€1, Canut, Que.: Sergt, Willlam Ew-
art Stewart Caryer, p5 McCullough
avenue, Outremont, Que; Desmond
Johnsione, 49 Bardman street, Mil-
town, Maine,

FOURTEENTH BATTALION.

Willlam Graham [

hood of St. Julien, he went forward with
the machine gun, of which he was in charge,
ThMontrea |( JG@aze t2t461derheavy%m:andmostgallantlyassisgi

1915) prifMEEDSa T slAGTIYSE b et of o battery, losing
WON V. C. NOT HIG, B EISe, aitedM@ifRhdSour more men, he

. went forward again to the firjng line and
which was about t W s m_med(waleabﬁngmgsrkl -
diers, one of Wh O MiWhais: o i thabdag her .
Figure 9 shows the™%tart of the stor
with the portion pertai mpmsg to Fred
Fi sher enl arged. Gazetted notice of Fr e

) ceive the VYSeppleémeICtr c

_ Figure 7. to The London Gazette
First notice of ftMentdreagdih, qofqy¢FrjedNeg i siheerrs
Gazeldtunee, GTod88AB50 Reference Library
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Fi stheVYictoria Cross was sent to his parents b
Royal Hi ghness.

| am directed to enclose the VictCorripao rGrlo sFs ea
Fisher, 13th Battalion, andstoegx@eresbat ot sl
soldier did not survive to receive hi®s great

The Black Watch Museum in Montreal has the Vi
10. They also have the |l etter that King George
These two items were préessindteadr tAl itchee anfutsesru nt hoe

THE GAZETTE, MONTREAL: THURSDAY., JUNE 24, 1915.

St

LANCE-CORP, FRED FISHER,

That the Victoria Croys should have
been granted to  Lanco-Corp. Freqd
! 1Misher, although this herole young sok-

[DEEDS THAT WON V.
| NOT HIS BEST WORK e

$ % 4 | larly fitting, for not only was the dec-
+Capt. Scrimger, af Montréal, Joration well earned, but ¥red Fisher

Thought Saving Officer a | was the youngest of threq sons of Mr.
" fand Mrs. W. H. Flsher, of 576 Lans-
sDthaCLlar Event avenue, who went to the front |
atally, he was one of six
r, D. Lorne McGibbon |
volunteered .for overseas sorvice
s only 19 years of age when he
ort hie course in mining engi-
incering at McGill and Joined the 5th

Bth October, 1515.

{HONOR"FOR DEAD~SOLDIER| |
| 5 —— 1
{Ldnce.Corp, Fred Fisher Set

UPP‘Mlchmc Gun Under | Royal Highlanders as a private. The
ire and Met Death | | #tirring story of how .with only ane
Fighting ‘ | man left he worked his guns and cov-

It is = matter of sincere regret to me

that the death of Lance-Corporsl Prederiok Pisher

deprived me of the pride of personsily sonferring

erad the retirement of a battery, later

| endeavored to set up & gun for another
or-| | company, and was Killed as Me just
had 1t in position, is told In the official
dispatches. Jt ie soul stirring, but it
will not beé surprising to thos
Kknew “Bud,” as he was Known
his fellow-students and folfow-a 3
As a football player (he had been haif-
back on the Westmount Academy
team before earning a similar position
| lon the McGill side) he was known as .
?'cle;r geif,* and the fiercer the con- | Flgure 10.

! | voiia aimeuon me | Vi ct oria Cross megdal, of
Figure 9. Fred ,whsbbar was 576 Lansdowne Avenso, testmount,
Story from the Montreakseatredt &o his fami’l'y~
two soldiers to be aw@odrtddeshe WVhe Bl ack
—-MontrealluGaez et4t,e,191%atch Museum, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada. Figure 11.
Letter from King George
Fred FColhretresy, The Bl ¢
Mu s e um, Montreal, Que

upon him the Victoris Oross. the grestest of sll

Military Distizctions.

Menin Gate Memorial
LanCer por al Fred Fisher
Bel gium, one of téheunkwo
soldiers in Flander s. Hi
Memori al , on the easte
war t'RiesmtL7Ty gate in t
was chosen as the site
commemor ate by name ne
s h

of the Brit.i Empire wh mo st
in the Ypres Salient, bu ng ¢
own only to God. OfFitd adi ar

n
re 12 shows the entrrmaina v v o Me ¥
. . igure 12. -
ontaining nearly_55,000 -dea_d P\Af]ho?F§éofb?ﬁéel\AsenYVrmerc§
ecoveredmédhsuutandaeetrcmead wit hi n.
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Carved in stone above the central arch, figur e
to cross the moat by a causeway, are the words:

TO THE ARMIES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE WHO STOOD HERE FROM 1914 TO
1918 AND TO THOSE OF THEIR DEAD WHO HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVE.

Over the two staircases |l eading from the Main

IN MAIOREM DEI GLORIAM
HERE ARE RECORDED NAMES OF OFFICERS AND MEN WHO FELL IN YPRES
SALIENT BUT TO WHOM THE FORTUNE OF WAR DENIED THE KNOWN AND
HONOURED BURIAL GIVEN TO THEIR COMRADES IN DEATH.
THEY SHALL RECEIVE A CROWN OF GLORY THAT FADETH NOT AWAY.

Figure 13

Figure 13 and 14.
I nscriptions on th@owWMenésny GaTlelMeing@at awar 1914

Figure 15.
Inscription of Fred Fisher@Q name on the Menin Gate.?

Alt hough &rbkbdd¥iwhsernever recovered, hi s name
shown in figure 15.

Every evening at sunset, with the exception o
are remembered with the playing of the Last Po:
halted, and two buglers (on special occasions f
Post. This is a volunteer operation, which is r
ment . Figure 16 shows a troop of buglers playir

© Stadt leper (Tijl C

Figure 16.
Bugl ers pl ay+Qogurtthees yl,a sTtheieGrge.at War 1
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Two sil
tion on May 2,
Canadian Field
Fred Fisher, VvV C.

ver trumpets
1961,
Ar t il |

Commemorations
The Bl ack
The Bl ack
Frederick

Wat ch
Wat ch

Fi sher, VC

Church of St James
On June 11, 1915 a
t he r el at ihveers.

sbwn in figure 18.

Figure 17.

Honour i
The

Fr ed
ack

Fi sl
Wat c h

ng
Bl

14

by
ery.

t hat
Li

t he
onel

are used
eutenant
On April

i n
Col
2
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Mu s eum, |
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ser vi
offh i Fsr ewde BFuinso h @M e [@l efhdssht e Tv6oi ¢ h

Montrea
igure 17
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i n
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ce was held in the

Church of St. Fames the HEpostle

fMontreal

CHURCHWARDENS' REPORT—EASTER 1916

To tbe |Parisbioners
Cburch of St. Fames the FHpostle.

The Wardens beg to submit the 52nd Annual Report'of the Church-year evding March S1at, 1916.

The receipts from pew rents have maintained the high level set In 1915, but the offertories for
current expenses show a very decided falling off from those of the previous year,

At a time like the present when the war over-shadows everything we should uot allow a mere
teruporary monetary question to affect us or cause any depression.

The Church has great canse for thankfulness in many ways.
faithfully and zealously carried on by Rev’d, F. Riliott Baker,

The Wardens desire to put on record their high appreciation of his work in the parish. He has been
a very great assistance to them—It is also a matter of great satisfaction to kuow how much the Rector
appreciates what Mr. Baker is doing to fill the gap caused by his absence on duty at the front.

‘Phie services of Rev. Canon Kittson as special preacher since the departure of the Rector have been
much appreciated. He leaves the parish at the end of April to take up work in the Diocese of Ottawa.

During the year the installation of the new organ, authorized at the last Vestry weeting, was
accomplished, and in accordance with the accepted plans. The builders, Messrs. Casavant Bros. of St.
Hyacinthe have provided the Church with & very satisfactory instrument, the cost being $8583. The organ
wwas dedicated by the Lord Bishop on Sunday, 31st October.

The contributions to Missions for 1915 show a falling off from those of 1914; notwithstanding this
the important funds, viz. M. S. C, C. and Diccesan, have not been allowed to suffer. The report will be
presented to the Vestry.

The rumours as to the state of the Rector's health for some time past have created a certain amount
of uneasiness in the congregation. We are pleased, therefore, to report, that while he has been temporarily
relieved from duty with his regiment, he hopes to be able ere long to rejoin it. We koow that we are
voicing the feelings of our people in hoping for his speedy return to health and trust that it will not be long
before lie is able with a clear conscience to return to his people who sadly miss his ministrations.

The Wardens take great pleasure in announcing that _g:qt:l_ccpp& has insisted upon defraying the ex-
pense of Canon Kittson's services. This very generous act on his part will we feel sure be piuch commended,

The Rev'd. G. O. T. Bruce continues his faithful work in conjunction with the Rector of St. Jude's
Chureh in caring for the families connected with the St. Autoine Mission. It is hoped that he will be able
to send a report of the worlk for the Vestry meeting,

Durivg the year the Chapel has been enriched by seven Blectric Candle Lights, the generous gift of
Miss Amy Judah, in memory of her brother, Ernest Woodward Judah.

Following the Church accounts will be found reports of the various societies connected with the
Church, which give evidence of the devoted work done by the ladies,

Before concluding their report the Wardens wish to express their profound sympathy with the
families of those brave men, members of this Church, who have fallen in the war, viz.:

Major J. N. WARMINTON Carr. C. Hurrox CrROWDY

Lizur. R. H. B. BUCHANAK Ligur. Owen HAGUR

Ligvr. N. A, EDWARDS Lance-Core'L. F. Frsmzr, V. C.

Core'L, F. B. CAMERON GUNNER ALAN RICHARDEON
Pre, F. ARUNDEL

“‘ They have fought the good fight ; they have kept the faith.”

On 16th May a special afternoon service in memory of the late Licut. Owen Hague was held in the
Church, the Lord Bishop being present, as well as representatives from the Artillery and other regiments,
and friends of Licut, Hague’s family.

On 1lth June a private memorial service was held in the Chapel by the relatives of the late Lance-
Corp'l. F. Fisher, V, C. Rev'd. F. E, Baker conducted this service.

On 31st October a private memorial service was held in the Chapel by the relatives of the late Capt.
C, Hutton Crowdy. Rev'd: Mr, Baker and Canon Kittson officiated.

At the moring service on Sunday, 81st October, the Lord Bishop dedicated two lhandsome tablets;
one to the memory of Major J. N. Warminton, erected by his widow, the other to the memory of Gunver
Alan Richardson, erected by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Richardson. The former tablet was unveiled
by Brig. Gen'l. Mcighen, the latter by Gen'l. Wilson.

On Sunday, 30th Jaouary, 1916, at a special afternoon service the Lord Bishop dedicated a handsome
tablet erected to the memory of Capt. C. Hutton Crowdy by his parents Mr, and Mrs. G. J. Crowdy. The
::kl‘ was unveiled by Lt.-Col, C. N, Monsarrat. Major Rev'd, Dr. R, Bruce Taylor was present and read

lesson.

In August, 1915, there was called to his rest, full of years aud honors, Mr. George Hague.
Hague had been an honored member of St. James for many years,
Church and its Missions and he will be greatly missed,

In couclusion, the Wardens wish to express their very deep appreciation of the loyalty and
consideration of the congregation during the year just closed,

Respectfully submitted,

The work goes on steadily, being

Mr.
He was a generous supporter of the

Montreal, 315t March, 1916, B&&Fgm Mc:#nﬁggg'. }W ardens.
Figure 18.
Churchwardens Report for
a service held for Fr ed
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ThMont r ealDe&aeznebtetre ,1 8, 1916 prtnaedhadstalkysr_\ob
previous day at the Church of-CﬁSFpoﬂameErecﬂleFAst
Figure 19 shows a portion of this stpry. Dur i nc
of Fred Fisher, VC, it is shown zS$.f|Cg1_mrhar2®|.es'I
ar,d Dnebceer 28, 1916 for their readeffhiswstboryhwast
reprintSead iCatthhae Deeembean@8rd 1916 with the hea

DECEMBER - 18, 1916

UNVEILED TABLRT |
10 GORP, FISHER, V.C.

t Impressive Memgriai to Mont-
real Soidier Who_ Won
.Army’s Proudest Honor

————ee

MOTHER WORE HIS CROSS

e

/| Tablet Unveiled by Officer
Who Was With Him When
He Fell-King Sent

- t W
.Hilxezreﬁl feal
— ur ch

. With impressive ceremonial, a -me=t
morial tablet to the late Lance-Corp. I
Frederick Fisher, of the 18th Royal

P o v ow oW

Highlanders of Canada, who -lost his MEMORIAL TABLET TO NATIVE |
life, and won the Victoria Cross, the N ER
proudest honor of the British Army, ST CATHARINES I‘/ C WIN NTREAL
/&t Yprés, was unvelled yesterday UNVEILED IN MO
:{morning at the Church of St. James TS coaiiy S . s
|| the Apostle. While Corp. Fisher lost Memory of Lance-Corporal Frederick Fisher, Son
t{His life winning-the Cross it wak of W. H. Fisher rmerly « Accountant at
,|Branted after his death, and sent to the St. Cathari Branch of the Bank of
his parents, Mr. and Mre. W. H. X ; e His Life in
! Fisher, of 576 Lansdowne avenue, with Commerce Who Heroxpally G:,v / 1
"|& personal letter of regret from. the a Successful Undertaking at Ypres in 1915

‘[King that he had been deprived of
the pride of pinning the decoration . S
on their son. Mr. and Mr& Fisher His Majesty.

both. attended the service, Mrs. Fisher S
wearing the Victorla Cross which her Fisure 21
!1son had given his life to win. They g :

Fittingly Honored—Letter of Regret From

.|were accompanied by Mr. D. Lorne A reprinted story in t he St . Cat h
‘| McGibbon, uncle of the galiant young .

t{soldier, who presented the memorial nati ve bSar.n Csadrh.ar DeesmBeandaadr d,

'} tablet, and' Mrs. McGikbon, while 1916

)

Capt. Ross, of the 13th, who was with
{Corp. Fisher when he was killed, and
was himself seriously wounded, un-
veiled the memorial.

There was a crowded copgregation
for the service, which was conducted
{{by Capt. the Rev. Canon Shatford. Figure 19.
'{The memorial tablet had not yet been

i Fi
laced on the wall, and was at the| St OF of the ceremony honoring Fred
|ehancel “ratls” wrapped n " the “Union l ac )é d in the Chur cHlhef Mbtnt rkarhe sGatzled t
Jack. . p 6
At the proner nart af tha marmine December 18, 191
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Government of Canada

I n the Memori al Chamber of the Peace Tower of

Canadian Virtual War Memori al (CVWM) . This mem
sacrifices of the more than 118, 000 Canadians

given their |ives while serving in uniform. Th
i nscri bedanBiono ktsh eo fs eReTneenbR&EMRoenour Rol | remembe
|l ost their |lives while on operational police d

CVWM are also inscribed "RagdelRCMP tHo@oQVWRoO (
Fred &&i same which is the second from the botto
|l ast displayed in the Memorial Chamber of the

o | L 19D e pResesc.. g
A £ o
Be o PO P e Nateder | 1N
L 2 ygerald e . 35
g 3% % Fitsgerald, . PPCLI
%‘ ﬁ @ Pte ;l’r»;\;'dx' ames ' 21¢
Pie. h:ﬂ: E'ﬁ;dh'wk! :{r red o
% 16 3 Fl e:t\;.RBqI@aha %‘L
Pte. © Flanagan,Daniel
Pte. ; ﬂ: P 1 ohn Joseph.  15%
Z‘l . . Flagm l'?,cnbeu 15"
Sqt. Farden,Frederick. . 8*Bn. Pe, E ,%om, A
Pe. gmm@;&hﬁmdar Cmoobu.}?ﬁ Capt. Fleming, Hamilb MMng
B . 3 1 i %l
Poa FaRaen: BEI. o Douglas: % Flami % 2 ‘g
e Baohaem il FHCL So  Hocher-Fegerick Ceoae o
Pte. Farsom ‘i‘m‘.‘i‘f" 7 Bié  Elnt Horeld Koy 3
gz. Farrant, Franke - % Flood, - Henry. 14
. Farrell, Phibip. ) ook n»eamc{‘ G- 16+Bn.
Pie. Farrer, . Pte. Flowers }{ 10*Bn
Ple. ;grrm, Pte. :lumcf'e.l @r 7:
&%‘, Fawce! b % m:m cis 1%‘
: Folon) Macna : "
: % Folk wa’go, 78‘
: R Louis.
Pte. Foot , Al
Pre. ﬁ Forbas Hany William. 168
3 . Forbes Kenneth. 16%
: g: Eor ohn. 15:
Pte. Ford,Albert [ ﬁ'
%. . Ford,Charles rd. 8
EEEe
- Sqt. Eord:gm-] ?'5ﬁ'
e Gur. ~ Forest,Henry Scott. 24Bde CEA.
- C.5M. Forman, Harry PPCLI
az.. Ple. w?‘“"}ﬁm' P.P.(;‘ﬂ:
: Pte  Forster Williom s:i-'
: LiCpl <§or:ﬁe.§obeﬂ)&oﬂ‘ai 15‘;
A Pl‘.ﬂ, orter, led.
z Pte. Fortin,Jules.
%' % b “’15‘2 s Brown io"Hn
Pte. ! . Foster,J red 0. . o a4
pul‘- = C.S M. Foster, Jesse. 6]2:
Pte. Findlai Pte. Foster. )
Pte. '_ji:les Geor Spr. =3§hu""i;(ﬁﬁ‘£’rgé cx A¥tha
%A Finn i Pte. Folhergill,Cuthberl ard ]
Finm , v
L1 Fniy Sl S
'.m“.: Fte. Fourmﬂ}iu.rq 1%
Cpl. Fisher,Fred; V. C,.  13%Hn B Bebn
plet Fisher, Fredérick Thomas. 7% Bn. Pre. Fowler  1eonard Willicm  10%En.

Figure 22.
Page 14 from the Can&dian Virtual War Mem
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In Commemoration of the St. Catharines
recipients of the

VICTORIA CROSS

The highest decoration for valour in the British Empire

LCpl Fred Fisher, VC
1894 - 1915

Col Gr'\hqm Thomson Lyall, VC
892 - 1941

Figure 23.

|l aque hon-€or poga
i sher, VC and Co
homson LyaII, VC
onnections to th
rines

Figure 24.
rogramme of the
nveiling and ded
n honou€oopobLahc
i sheirSt .VCCat hari
i brary, Speci al

COMMITTEE

LLOYD T. HOLLINGSHTAD  Pres. HT. Chiurch firanch No. 24
J. WALTER SHARPE H.T. Chiurch Branch No. 24
CHARLES BENTINCK H.T, Chvarch Brarch No. 24

JOHN SMITH Nisgara Histoncal Soclety

A H.PHILIP ADSHEAD CET. Lincoln Hissorical Socicty

a s
[OJ <))
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e I ON ]
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The Inscription -

LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER, V.C.,
(1894 -1915)

Bom at 51 Cathaciaes, August 3, 1894, Fred Fisher was a
stadent at McGill University when World War I broke ous He
enlisted in the 13th Battalion, Fiest Division, Canadian Expeditionary
Force, September 23, 1914, Fisher was awarded the Viciotia Cross
for valour in operations near St. Julien, April 23, 1915, duritg the
wcond bate of Ypees, the fist major cagagemxnt in which
Canadian troops were involved. While under vty beavy fire, he
fed his machine-gon detschment In gallant and skillfd actions
covering the withdrawal of an artillery battery and the advarce of
supporting troops. Fisher was himsell killed and has no known
grave. His name is inscribed on the Menia Gate Memocial at Ypees.

ny for
g of the

cer
@A |

by the Archacological and Historic Sites Board
3 mg:qﬁﬂ o(tl')uNT Records and Archives.

t he

Yuvriling «d Dediration

Historiral Plague

COMMEMORATING

LANCE-CORPORAL FRED FISHER. V.C..
(1894 -1915)

MEMORIAL PARK, SI. CATHARINESLONTARIO

SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1970 AT 230 O'CLOCK

Spansored By

The Royal Casadian Legion, H.T. Charch Brasch No, 24
111 Chrwrch Strent — S Caharines, Ostacle

Chairman: R, Anb l‘(n«kl(“mnnPN*Ohrv«h
H.T. Chusch Beanch N

Cat h -

WELCOME ~= Lloyd T. Hollingshead, President,

H.T. Church Baanch No. 24
GREETINGS = Mackenzie A. Chown, Mayor,
Gity of St. Catharines

Hoo. Robert S. Wdich, Q.C., M.P.P., Lincoln
Proviacial Secreary

Robert M. Johnston, M.P.P., St. Catharines

Professor William Cwmsby,
Dept. of History, Brock University
Representative, Archacological asd Historic

Sites Board of Dntario
HISTORICAL

COMMENT — A. H, Philip Adshead, CET, Presideat,
Lincoln Historical Society

UNVEILING = H/Col. E. H. Lancaster, ED,, CD,, QC.
LAYING OF FAMILY

WREATH — Miss Kathloen Ball, Niagara-on-the-Lake
DEDICATION AND

I éE“ lCTlO?V—C non T. E, Downey, B.A, LTh,
p Rector, St. Gemrge's Anglican Church

off ASni vEasharyi oé:
honor ece

and
Me mo r
Canac



At Memori al Park, a plaque was erected by the
Government of Ontsaerei of)i gfuorre F2r5e,d aFnids htehre f ol | owi

Born in St. Catharines, Fred Fisher abandoned
broke out and'Battvaeldi wnt hFithet 1Bi vision, Cana
was awarded the Victoria Cross for his except
Apri'192%, during the second battle ofgu¥pres.

det achment covering the withdrawal of an art:.
Fisher held their position. He then returned
firing line. Killed in action the next day, F
Il n 2008, the City of St. Catharines honoured

after them al on@awiotulif &Wwa gtt ree eit n marmepmt i on on t he
iFor \WaFligwmr e 26 shoiWws edh&bdbstheeefCrsign

The St. Catharines Public Library, Special Co
that folder is a newspaper article making refe
namediFitéded Fi s hdri gBRiuiel ®Ri7n g i chves stolue ceer tainadl edat e o
unknown. ,

War hero o

remembered

The article on the First
World War’s first Victoria Cross
P winner, published in the centen-

LANCE CORPORAL FRED FISHER. VC. nial edition of your newspaper,
1894 - 1915 was brought to my attention by

7 1 4 g
Born in St.Catharines, Fred Fisher abandoned his studies at : Wesfgf%ddgr?%?uﬁrlms‘haw “ho

cGill University when World War [ broke out an: :
m\‘cll;”‘UB!allﬂI:ui\, First Dli]i'liri{m Icl'd:‘:id : P‘red FiSher ‘“’as my un(ﬂe
and I thought you might be in-
terested in knowing that the 1st
Canadian Division has been re-
formed and has a new head-
quarters building in Kingston
named the Fred Fisher Build-
ing. Lieutenant-General J. K.
Dangerfield, who was in coms-
mand at the time, wanted the
_building to be named after a
Figure 25, | ﬁ?%%ff i the Lol of pafiined
. : in the fieid of battle and -
e hon€orpogalLafkced Fi _ i ; as
t Memori al ark in Stlsfnce grlggggqﬁls'her{\eﬂgol“@ b
_Lieutenant-General Danger-
field unveiled a portrait of Fred
Fisher and it hangs in the lobhby -
of the building. St. Catharines
can be proud of its local boy
and we are proud he is remem-
bered in this way. » s
Margaret Shirriff
Hopperton Drive

Willowdale
. Figure 26. . Figure 27.
Fred Fisher Crescent strgefsgh@8r B PPLPYU  mRki FifChen
sher. Di vi sion Headquarters being n
—-Name and date of news,
iSt. Catharines Public Libr
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First Canadian Division Headquarters
As mentioned fQarddiuare Ri7vi siheen 1Headquarters na
Building as shown in figure 28.

29 shows the plaque for the official o

EDIFICE FISHER BUILDING

FHIS BUILDING WAS
OFFICIALEY OPENED
CEF ERIFICE ELFE
INAUGURE OFFICIELEEMENTE
BY/ PAR

Figure 28 Figure 29.

Photo ofCamaditdare Di vi si on HRRatqau acft etr’se pl aque for t
buil ding namedi Sa fetvern RMIced ak idsohpeern.i ng of the Fisher B
|l magery S€mawviadéan Forces BaSeeXKéemghltQumai d, Il magery S

iCanadian Forces Base Kin

French dedication plaques were pl.
ding is named and tells why.

Figure 30.

Photo of the English anc
pl aques for whom the bu
iSteven McQuai d, Il magert
iCanadian Forces Base

t hat has a painting of Fisher al oni

A memori al
(fig. 31) and the gazetted desaroinpt i or

buil ding
Gazette

B 4 111 1t 1o or T oagae g

Figure 31.
Photo of a memori al to Fr
Fi sher iButielvdeinngMc Quai d, |
Ser viiCmemmsadi an Forces Bas
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West mount High School, West mo|§
Fred Fisher attended West moun|s
teenage years. A painting of |48
l' i brary, and a replica of thi

(figure 32). %

The original portrait was |
Hi ghland Regi ment of Canadh)
anniversary. Later that year,
Protestant School Board Cul tu
in honour in their Regiment al

Mont YE ar esB8ws the original n
ing, which is hanging in the

Victoria Cross - First World War, 1914-1918 Figure 32.

Photo

Fred Fisher

Frod Fisher was born in SU Catharine’s, Ontano on 3 August 1895. His family moved
1o Montreal, Quedec about 1907, where fshor was studying Applied Sclence at
MGl University whan the First World Wer began.

poo—

pounder Held guns In danger of being overrun by attacking German infantry. Fisher =9 .,':7 (;':7“”):?..’\|_ iRiUﬁ f"S:H‘:.R \/C .

E AWARDED THE VICTORIA CROSS
WORLD WAR 1

LLED IN ACTION
IATTLE OF &

IN

555100 In Coverng the retreat of a battery, ksing four men of his gun team. : — ; 5 —

Figure 33.

s Gomadll Mied Wikl beegiop bt A S i SO H ey By
I Grder to Cover the advence of supparts. i S Photo of the name plaque, whi
(London Gazette, 70.29202, 23 June 1915) Wat ch Regi ment al Headquarters
Mc Gi | | University, Montreal, Quebec
When Worl d War | began, Fred Fisher was attendi
Battalion and went overseas with them. I n 1926,
ent ifivMd @idl | Holmol 1i&kw lhlonour of the nearly 400 st
|l ost their |lives in the Great War. Figure 34 sh
page with Fred Fisher, VC.
MCGILL
HONOUR
ROILL - Figure 34 and 35.
1914 - 1918 b i me ezl CoOver aniMc@Gabe bdbnour
il o T o oot Ped 1 9 1140 188rdd  t he page with
R B T Fred ®isher
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Mc Gi | la npcreo.druticke dn etahoel iyr 7s
students and faculty who

Near |
names

25 years |
Mc Gi |
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of

Wa r | and Wor |
Worl d

37 shows

War s, fi
page
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featured a

featured t he
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THREE YOUNG FIOKLES

Can You Tell It?

Next Week: Lieut. Col. Scrimger, V.C.

Figure 38.
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THE SPIRIT OF HEROISM

Fragments from the Glorious Record of Canada’s Fighting Men

By Sir GILBE
and Captain T.

NOTE. ~Tha folbe:

sce decorat

Laace-Cpl. FRED FISHER, V.C,

1. there is one thing which this war has
mude clear, it is that the Dritish race has
¢ Jegenceated, and that there is, both in the
Snited Ringdom aad in the Overscas
ninions, a dynamic vitality which respoml\
<plendid measure to opp

ried aueounte of the actions of a faw of
ale valo,

RT PARKER
G. ROBERTS

o slisers and mon whe
de

Salient and relieved Loops of tie 11th Divie
sion of the French Army and $,000 yards of
undeveloped trenches. Then it was that the
Germans flooded our Allics on the immediale
left of the Canadlan position with asphyxis
oting gas, againx which no protection existed,
and that terrible and inbuman mode of attack
t fed, blinded and suffocated Turcos and

On many a wellfought field, since the
~ginning of the war, members of U Over-
w2 Forces of the Crown have proved them-
«Ives as worthy of the highest horours in the
Zame of war as ever British men

Zovaves, and a four-mile gap in civilisation’s
defences was openied 1o the Germans, and the

Canudian Jeft was uacovered !
Deeds of valour were done on that 230d of
April, saceifices were made, and

aave wol.

The fint overseas 1100ps W
win fame and nsme in the war
were  the Canadians, by the
svidem of being first in the
1. Sirce then, in the Euro.
field, Ausiralisns, New
ders,  Newfoundlanders,
East and West Iadians, and,
n a fine degree, South Africans,
have proved the mettle of their
pasture,

March and April, 1915, must
always be a floner of fight in
the garden of this war. It
was in March the Canadian guns ook pant in
the bettle of Neuve Chapelle, and the Princess
Patricia's Light Infantry fought at St. Elois
and it was in April that the infantry of the
First Canndian Division came 10 stern and
dreadful grips with the enemy.

The Canndian Division moved into Ypres

t heAiTWiendirpb@ nEr Jnuwn e r
t he Mdpazi od Ea@eb Ffirsdimmr Ca W&Ld a
9 me rK,h a\k@ .,

30
21

SIK GILBRRT PARKER

courage burned at a white heat in
the fight against the makers
of indescribable atrocities, the
tyrants of militarism, the enemies
of civilisation.

Where all are commendable
among the Canadian fighters, it
is a happiness to us that the
names of a few heroes, that the
particulars  of their  gallant
actions, were tecorded and given
to the weld,

Then &t was that Lance-
Corporal Fred Fishor played
his magnificent part in the
struggle agaiast overwhelming odds. A
battery of Canadian beld-guns mointained an
ndvanced and perilous position, supported by
a depleted company of the 14th Banalion.
The guns of the enemy stormed upon them,
but for a time they held their ground, until
the Germans were within & few hundred yards,

fedOdBed

page

sher

pages

Figure 39.

Fr—-€d ndRi

with®2the

on page

an
t he

for Fr e

¥ did e execution by firing

aik “into the brown ™ of the advane-
ing masses, Then they were withidrwn, with
the Lelp of a small force of infaniry, into com-
parative safety.

It was while this was being done that
Fisler, with a machine-gun belonging to the
13th Dattalion, covered with masterly valour
the extrication of the Geld-guns. All four of
Fisher's crew were shot down, but Fisher, not
content with the work he had done towards
saving the battery, moved his muchine-gun
forward 10 a still more advanced position,
where i was fully exposed 10 the fire of shrap-
nel, machine-guns, and rifles, and where he
stayed, fighting his gun, until he was shot
dead

d.

He lost his life, but he won the Vicioria
Cross, He was an cxample to his fellow-
soldiers; he was the pride of his fellow-
countrymen; and bis name stands for
all men think worth while in the battle of
life.

Men may shrink from the thought of war—
of the awiul storm of mctal, the borrible din
of firing, the ghnstly clamour and the hideous
wound. They think they would reject the
opportunity to foce this swarming death;
but the wonderful part of the Great War
is that the individual, woknown and
unheralded, lias proved himsed equal to
bis opportunity, whether he is a news-
boy V.C. from the sireets of Edinburgh
or a Canadian |mu‘ - COrp J:nl
".C., makc us feel
of the world.
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Chapter Footnotes

(9]

"For Valour, Lance Corpor al Fred Fisher, VC by
2010
6'Liebrry and Archives Canada, RG9, Militia and De

17, Fred Fisher.

Vet erans Affairs Canada, http:// www. vet-er ans. ¢
worwar / bel gi um/ Meni n

The Gr eatloviag, 1otit4p : / / www. gr eat war . co. uk

9'https://www. veterans. gc. cal/ ewgfhi#tvame mbr aat £/ me mo
detail /1592163

“http://www.veterans. gc. ca/ ewmigr-wamdembriadce/ me m
""West mount High SChthéri #850. r uWe Sttreount, QC Ca

2Mc Gi | | University Archives
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http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial

COLONEL GRAHAM THOMSON LYALL, VC

;
Graham Thomson Lyall was born on
north of Manchester, Engl and. At
and i mmigrated to Canada, arrivin

Upon arrival he proceedeldet wa ®Ve

employed at the Canadian Steels F
empl oyment at Canadian Steels Fou
mechanical engineer with the Cana
Ni agara Falls, Ontario.

On August 6, 1914, two days aft
nor Gener al called out units of t
duty. "Bhdtet 49i on, the Lincoln Regi
theBadatalion, the Lincoln and Wel

ﬁt i ng; gf——C(;I onvgql blaaphdamC?HJOan'ltSiO#S were called out

Pai

Lyal lby Vag,ti st HoWerld ®nderCanal Force, whose purpos
vill e, Beaver broo 1 ec f

Art . CWMm@aaozceaqa'qal 1o Tt We border and guard
War Museum Nlagara Ri ver

Upon resigning his employment at the Canfdian
Battalion on October 23, 1914 in St. Catharine
Wel |l and Canal Force Batynalien) i EEEd fwiiguir ¢ he0 8¢
enlistindBatitalihme. 81

. ' TRIPLICATE o
o X7 ATTESTATION PAPE s Z‘ff-‘i‘*“ ¢ Deacription offndoonclet:
! o pogec

e seedl. _on Ealist

Bist-Battation, C. E. F. Folio, R -tecat

CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTE:
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e i
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Figure 40.
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Whil e at the St. Catharines R
Street, Lyall was appoi n9 kig vafet
shows a photo of Corporal Lyal/l

On the evening dKi tAtpyOwla 2n5,c kin
thed®® to the | arge make up me
the Exhibition Grounds in Toro
8iembar ke8. 8n @hpipfax. sFogsr a
t hSe. S. OIlnympeirc dazzIl ed camoufl ag

Figure 43 shows a page fr ol
Batt,alNomi nal Rol {ACommi ©6fi omneds C°
Men, whi cé Iniagnes Lyal l

Figure 42.
Phot oSofS.t I@ény rheirc daz 2l e camoufl age.

ang, William...
Aﬁdhnnlohn
Tomeph W
| asor|Priva |Lawrence, Charles,
Lawrence, Frederick Brosghton.
178 Prive...... .. | Luwrenos, Houry,

re. Juso
|Eesah, b Birs. Jaue Juckson .xm Ava,, Taronto,
thiam, Mrs. Bvelyn Wright Ave., Toroato, s
Bn. Sameel g Pri
‘an Anstine, G.
oo Wiliot Hen 11 Lasglard Avo., Torozto, Ont
[0, o Hens 03 wve,, Toronto, Unl
o|Ees, Mre. me\:y 0 Hamilton St., Faronto, Onf
.dub Mrs. danet
i Heary
A'RY> um l'nrY
Lesosl, Mrs. Flora M

[Cightéoot, e Phyil

Lightoot, e i
e R Dwn Lintos, v, Henab. .

Linton, Willinm Gage. .
Litelo, Artbur, ,
Lloyd, Arthur, . .GL.B.GL
Lockyer, Frodori i . Mil, Mkynr. Alfred

8.C. thouee, Mre. Mary
‘mmumflwwt o mdev. Kru L)u\rlmus

50132{ Private.
‘ @ ate, : " Mre., Al Belinir Bt., Taronto, (=t
lelo Mr. Martin, Wootoa Gurdens, Bournemouth, Hants,

| afeasas2y :

| ale, ‘Albert Edward...

| { Lyle, Walter Fredovick
| iva Lyne, Thamas Edward
| Lyons, Peter.

Mno

Mae!

Gare
P.0., Bncebm'r,c Ont.
25 Morve 1

‘npe Ave., Toronto, Ont. ..
Dr. I.'urnudob Home, Peterboro’, Ont.
ann, Anron idgenorth, O
anm, Mrs. Amdl 140 Bamlord A\\t ., Toronto,

157037 Privat
18881911, Corpars
158156/ Private. ...

Muun; Rolwrt Pelix. .

Figure 43.
Page fr om°Bahtet aOEiFon8 INomi nal &Rmlalmewh iscehe sahsa vesr iLsyka)l
iLibrary and Archives Canada
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On May 6, 1916, the 81st Battalion disembark

Sandling Training Area in Kent, Engl and, which

While in England, in June of 1916, the 81st
supplying men to various units when needed. On
for the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles, CEF.

Lyall fought in the Battle of the Somme and
geant and |l ater in the day promoted to Sergeant
whil e there he was appointed Temporary Lieutene
Battalion. On September 24, 1917 Lieutenant Lye
ion, CEF, in which he served until the end of t
Canal du Nord 1918

After the Canadi a
i ssued for a gene

n CQuéantbrleiamed,edon hee Pr emmeair t 3
ral Allied offensive on the er
September 27, a joint attack by the First and 7
was to capture the northeMarpdaratt &fi rt Do ulil mde Mk
First Army to seize Bourlenl &wbodf hadkcaset he hke

q

t

e

[

Cambrai and subsequently on to Valenciennes. Tt
Canadian Corps. I was here at Bourlon Wood t he
his actions. Whil |l eading his platoon he capt
Later Lyall and his platoon rushed another posi
machine guns. On October 1st, he captured anot
guns. I n all of 2 days, Lt. Lyall remar kabl y ce

field gun.
On October -Gendrdl8,OBlrum.recommended that Lt

Cross; it was-Geingnad &t sloynw, MCjommander of the -
Gener al Currie, Commander of the Canadian Cor p:s

ThAppendi x A Hombuosm &hReWard®iary of the 10
1918, lists those who were being awarded medal s
; ./‘H endas A Jrrens & Tleoart, | y \‘l

TWAR DIAB.Y Aviny Forur CL 2118

1mmmenmm"svmmr
(Eynsc

| sl o M \ | e
‘- | . ) V ) T R /4‘0" Flo, ‘lb{u% q Ll?")‘—.—
AA! ’Vubn.‘ Gass.. ot Byt - Aassso. T, GRllet LA |
S . Jdigyq1. [}u’l,burfia’ [ ST S
N N |&m/\ka li ok 224 v 235347 v Olln. Bitl WA :
NS _JPMA Lass._ A..f G4 Stantey, [ cnéss loosgso *_ k('/bvm-l7 A :
ARV W e e ‘Am_mog&u— N2z 30 fas2be : Gwatk, E____ [
— i Aebz 13565 Besk. S !
SRS et | fr,O,,M, Job30 5 N‘n‘n.r,f 3 JZL— 247 .. ¥So57¢ Sgb [‘,Dw.l,.u;a_,féf;‘ 3
PR o fé Vair: J‘; EP 22 Toabge . Glowse, W | 3
25— o Zisysqdlc Rodebgfe Htrl_____] Figure 44.
,____,{ o J‘M/L., J‘lku am s Tessegq T Welsonsen, S5 _| ] ppen di x A Hono
- . ']03305‘ C{(?ﬁv_?h A. PL ®.0. /??ﬁ _ 45 4. " j’i(bméwur A. _—._ & Re wd r @ sn a
e ‘ [Joszre. S¢t. St FEN . dffiaiad. . . o }Dzjlq Cla Wattz, A 3 f t h W
, 7‘,“40 Kt dimer 8 Hovqug. 7. Parkes, Tw. | __ ] Page o e War
— ] , . 23506 - GbmeenC. L] of thBatD&lion
| o o 3usy23 - OChlass, web| 2 in December 19
! ; i ’___N_, iLibrary and Arc
B s ARSI ke i I : Canada
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: o[} While leading bis platoon sgainst
|l n Sth.e Cat hariOce¢e o b8&rand®aerde9 1i 3,,.,.,,,...,“ * lisuteuant of & Brii-
~ \ s [ ish Colnmbla hattalt fori~
& 0 AIGLORIOUS DEEDS OF CANADIANS AT CAMBRAIOW h i | b pia bt Maualion tound hie
& sunkan road. He tock his
told the story of the Battl e .0/[koun he enemrs sans ent capel L WE |
. . tured the stroughold 2'li'ng the ¢rew |
At the time of the story, I 't W[ sni capraring one ofesr and ten! WhH O
[ other ranks, with one fleld gun and |
. . . four machi . Later, harin
When hostilities ended 0N NoO|ruwe throses oor troni save e1 918,
. . | party wne checked by st ‘
the world became a reality. Fi [emy pou south of Bourion wosd /S @ N
. . . . | Many of his own company by this
Lyall and an wunidentified maj O] wora casuiliten 8o, gathernx N 0 B
h«u_th;r n :n:ll from anathar com.
. . | peny, he led them In. He rushed the
| mhe Londole cGanzbeetrt el, 3n 0 t1i9C1e8 a |{post st onee, kithing the atfcer xud
which the King gave hi s appr 0V g ronaconis oo e P 0f
one of which was Lt. Graham Th |k sy enee o on a5
:':k l‘nlu n the air, he took up a
o . . efonsiye position, forming s flank |
The | i®@unemanin the article §| for the adjolatag (roaps. On October (U [ € 4
) ] A scourt s Intrepid officar
mentioned. This was corlaa,ct1993I1iro-naunm;a.m...ucmm. of |
. prny now reduced ta 50 of all ranks,
has a |l engthy article aboutslLf ;;nﬁunmm::.‘mnmmm.mal I
prisonars an 7 machine guna, !
48 ' In two days' fghting his record |
) three officerr, 130 of other n;:-._!'
:‘n;( n'e.l: ":l 2nd 2§ mack'ne guag
ured, exclusive of enemy killad
snd wounded, L
" Figure 5.
Articl eStf.r o@uttthaer i n
War Office, o 1015, SRR October 19, 1918, i s
14th December, 1918. . ‘. t he story of a br a:
His Majesty the KING has been graciously S T ;
pleasedto;?meof%enwudofﬁeVicwﬁa - St Cath arines Pub
Cross to the undermentioned Officers, Warrant, Speci al Col | ec
Officer, Non-commissioned Officers and Men : —
L. Graham Thowmson Lyall, 102nd Bx., 2nd
Central Ontario R. )
For most conspicuoiis bravery and skilful
au;i‘ing daring the operaﬁ:rny;s north of
brai.
On September 27th, 1918, whilst leading 3 ; < . . ¥
his platoon against Bourlon Wood, he ren- l‘[EUT LY vc AuVE
dered invaluable support to the leading . - Ve
. company, which was held up by a strong = .
_point, which he captured, by a flank move- 82 Y il AND wm lN CE
" ment, together with thirteen prisoners, one . 2 :
field gun and four machine guns. Figure 46. Account of Achieved| XINO CUTIoosE o
Later, his platoon, now much weakenerd A t h t ments Was Nameless Ay —‘-l‘_u'a; q
by casualties, was held up by machine guns posi war pl Od o in Standard i e v Cagramihed
at the southern end of Bourlen Wood. an unidenti fi®d APECTS AN ook o L ool
Collecting any men available, he led them Batt @&IDiepn of N EARLY RETURN| tince 1918 On the nieh f the
towards the strong point, and springing - S | signing of the srmistice he had
forward alone, 7rushed the position Defence, Librar Letter From Hero Ar-| sier roasie o tons i of |
single-handed and killed the officer in Canadap3pAo0 rives on Same Days as | Uirairicat atiractions, be selest: |
charge, subsequently capturing ab this point Announcement et Phter - hows
forty-five prisoners and five machine guns. e - s
Having made geod his final objective, with e | oaibar . Syial frvim smathar, e
2 fvl;::ﬁer ‘capture of forty-seven prisoners, letter from Lieal, Gradam T. Lyall|pay, be led ihem a. Tia rashed the
he consolidated his position and thus pro- et et ,.mu.mr;.._olo’mm i machne
tected the remainder of the company. Balgium.  The ltter arvived o b parcy capired* (wa  odl:
On October 1st, in the neighbourhood cof Lysit bad boen awacded the Victoria G007, S3_3%, P OG0k Wh s
Blecourt, when in command of a weak com- Tha Jattar asks far_coples ol Thelfar s, bonltion, forming & ar
. 3 with the &8
pany, by skilful dispositions he captured a T . ‘,,,,“'"',m,," Lot Bimours Al SR ol Ml
strongly defended position. which yielded about the deed that won Bim #4ck puny now reduced (o 59 of all ranks,
. . - el
ht oners and seventecen machine e oA WU (MBI e (apt €18
; Sxgaty pris 3 seroll of fame. Lz two days' Sghting his record was
& During tw days of operatious Lt. Lyall Lo o s i e, et i SO
g two days of opera 3 guess you L 3 Lo wit e
oaptnredbin all 3yiﬁcers, 182 other ranks, haed 1 e A ey o hams A% ey s R
26 machine guns and one field gun, exclu- E:L?'TE:“:";L“&.}:‘E i::'": LOCAL ITEMS
.:gfwesf ﬂxli':xg euc:arhﬂ:hﬁmo’ftﬂ xsztlag‘.“ aEg m‘f}gﬁ%&&;&: o Dbt Lieat Mee reiirned
high powers of command, T i e Wlonn i b 1 e
o L Lt ey aaraein Ybem be FRE PO
Figure 47. Figure 48.
Copy of &t tagp pKiova!l of the VictAmrtiiacl eStf.r oCma tbth@eimbes, 18, 1
Cross to Lt Gr Bhleen Thomson Lyalswuhei,ch i ntlrycadudc etsoi Bth.e u
: y : .
London Dacember, 13, 1918 Catharines Public Librar.)
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A Il engthy story of Lt. Lyall ran in the St. C
This article had a |etRegi memtm LSt . LGatl hatione

10%anadian Infantry Battali o, ncsolwelRegadsneant| «
StandaTflde |l etter fromLibhcolLyalisteshowe ®©sCfigor
he is having a gun captured at Bol'tiponooWoo®egh -
ment. Figure 51 showsCanadeitanerl nffraomt rtyh'éBat.tCal ilo
Lincoln Regi m&nmta,t wvalrircam gstnmetneass have been made
a 77mm gun which was one of the gunsl9h&te&én i n
77mm gun which was to be shipped had a registel
Europe; it wWas melted down.

, .
Feses Ligat.-Col, Ldster.  *
The Ofitcey "ommwdinx 1oth Lin-
b colu erlmonv S1. Catharines,
Ontarie:

'FORMAL WELCOME TO LIEUT. |
GRAHAM T. LYALL PROPOSED!

Further Correapondcnce Sir— 1 bave the plonsare of in-
Relating to Captured Flhe d fornlug yeu tha! at the reguaosnt -l
| G m o Lient. G. 7. Lyall, of (his bartavesn
" ur llesentcd 1 evism I I have mads eYyraBgements fo hee
. M | torwsrded o you a war irophtr  ‘n

Correspond, b l Lisut Coi (M
Belwon, O, € ',:. L',:,':M, e n | & the shape of & capinred TTMM gun
*Bo {s #t present n Torcnte, Sad-al- 3. W. T. Masoa. which wos ené of the spolld taken
so from LirglCoi. Lester. O\ C - l Ly this bartelion dunpg {ta recent

10204 Battalion, to which Liewl O (Standarg Lessed Wire.! ¥ !
- Liewt Oxe- NEW YORK. Jau. 10.—The suc- c L aovance nact of the city of Valencien-

below, which would indicate That f the Bbert govornment In its| ., - unéer the o headiag] {pes,
caplurnd German gun which is M-d.... :...A... ......'... -.:".;-‘n_. | |UGlorious D""‘!‘ of Canadthng at The zup wax acteslly caplared an

""Aﬂlb}IS an article begtuning h XN 191s, !

Figure 49 e I T e A TN

Heading from a BengCh y‘b’f;”:‘:“gz".m‘;&m w‘ﬁ'ﬂ‘. hlest seme little bistortc intecest &t
Standandary i859, Cai®a rffi‘f‘bmnzmum:%;ﬂw if{‘,f,'{":,“,: TRIE F Say G N0
Li brar vy, S pec i al Col | et T SR M yFoprta Cansdien Division was vagag-

Sl v <Ay . od. . Tho Elaventd and Twelfth Lri

gades going aut of (ke Nno the same
‘might; the Tonih bad already Jsue
‘ou!, ot the previous eveuing.  Fhv
cwhole Divialon was consequenily i»
rrst Billety at the momont when the
;urmmtre was yignod.

i pfneerely hepe thtat (he gan chied
lyou ®1ll readily cecoznlie by “ty
iregisterad pumber 3180, wili jeacn!
'ynw in good condition, 1 have no lisa
thow long #t will be beffre the auik-
omm underiske Jiv shipmeat, dut
l s wfrald that rome delay s um-!
hvomm Mas 1 velare to 1oe!
[thot you, your officers 4nd the N.C {
O’y znd meo under your cummand
will aécept this srophy fo the apiric
in which It ta oflered, a4 @ mimento
of the Grogt War lrom & wolt in :::o
Uield to a reglmrnt at home Tm'rrj
45 not onc of us who does aor cealize
,shu only the untiring oftorts of ‘ru-
Smilhia remimenty gt honte hefors md
[durlag \he war wade posdidle the!

Hormatlon awd mmistensnce of tbe|
Flglll'e 50 ¢ Cangdlan EWMOI!I’)‘ Forge ~r
Letter from LY'alilas thonondr .,-O.CJ 19
Li nco$Stn.s. Catharlnes"g'% ¥ T ot
Library,

Special | Cwocl ke a.:‘hm.e n»T
« fentry Imtizlion. ;

Figure 51.
Letter frohM the O
Canadian Infantry
to thel®O.nC.ol n%s
TSt . Cat hari es

I

n
Li brary, Speci a C
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On FebruarySus,CdtOnd®rcame &d aamdlaedt er from a r
Raegs t hnaetntmaodre of t he St Catharines Boys with
ST. CATHARI NES BOYS WERE WI TH LI EUT. LYALL
The following l|letter dated Janua+y 25t h,
Mayor Burgoyne, shows that in the ranks of
his Victoria Cross were several Boys from
Dear -lIsni rl:ooking over the Standard of Decet
Lyall and his V.C. | think, Sir, that you
that Mr Lyall was in command of a company
and especiall yiNwaghr a b®amrgeedemtledld, Joe Har
Dal housi e, good oiiRdanBgbehrhsd, BRayl sBawl of ( Kihlel e
many others from St. Kitts hel ped Mr Lyal
Kitts.
Thanking you for the space, I remai n, Sir
AAn Ol d oORan@er,
AC CO.0 102nd
- Thet CatharMarescsh S8 anti@atd i ssue featured a pho
i ng:
LI EUT. GRAHAMW.TC. LWKHAA Li,s expected to arrive 1in
present in Petrograd Hot el Hospital, London,
coming to St Catharines, he will take to him
him to Canada. On arri val in the city they wi
On March 15, 1919, King George V presented ab
ham Palace, one of whom was Lt LYywrndaysTiomdad i n
Figure 53 shows a photo of Lt Lyall wearing
Pl ace on the day of the presentation.

ABSENT V.C.

DECORATION BY KING
DEFERRED.

Pte. N. Harvey. Royal Inniskillings, was on
the list for decoration with the V.C., but was
prevented from attending, and his investiture
had to be deferred.

NEW KNIGHTS.

Vice-Admiral Arthur Leveson and Maj.-Gen,
Charles Harington were made Knights Com-

ders of the Bath and received the accolade

s were
personally decorated by the King at an Inves-
titure yesterday. His Majesty was attended
by members of his personal suite and by re-
presentatives of the Lord Chamberlam's De-
portment.

Major A. Waters, R.E., was decorated with the
Victaria Cross, the D.S.0., and the M.C, From
a record read by the King's Equerry, Major
Reginald Seymour, it appeared that this officer
displayed conspicuous bravery and devotion
dufing the bridgivg of the Oise-Sambre Canal
in November last. When all other officers had
been killed or wounded, he went forward and
personally supervised the operations under a
fire which was #o intense that it scemed im-
possible for him to escape.

Lieut. G. Lyall, Cent. Ontario Regt., also
received the V.C. During two days of opera-
tions his captures included three officers, 182
of other ranks, and twenty-six machine guns,
with one ficld gun.

About 320 recipients of various h

Figure 52.
story I
Survhay hTilmes , 1919

Newspaper
iLondon

of knighthood. Mr. Robert Elliott-Cooper also
was knighted and received the insignia of a
K.C.B. (Civil Division). 4

Maj.-Gen. J. Davidson, M.P., and Maj.-
Gen. A. Montgomery were knighted and in-
vested as Inights Commanders of the Order
of St. Michael and St. Ceorge. Maj.-Gen.
! Montgomery also received the Military C.B.

Other recipients of honours included four
officers who wveceived Companionship of the
Bath and of the Order of St. Michael and St.
George, half o dozen C:B.s (Military Divi-
sion), thirty-two C.M.G.’s, three C.I.E.’s,
three bars to Distinguished Service Orders," a
D.S.0. with bar, 3 D.S.0. with D.S.0., three
D.8.0.'s, accompanied by Military Cross and
two bars, a D.S.0. with bar to a M.C., two
D.S.0."s with the M.C. and bar. cight D.S.0.'s
with the M.C., a very long list of D.S.0.’s.

Figure 53.

nvesNewapaepat BuokiynghamhPal
BuckinghamoRaloamc&S&unday
Ti melarch 16, 1919

of the
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Thedml s that were dwiatrkheli $ oViCotl omied Gyas$ss be
i I | usnt rfaitgeudr ei 5 4.

Figurheows5 Lst. Lyall and his family outside of
tion of his VC.

Lyall was released from the Canadian Army on
Lyall enlisted in the British Army and was pror
Commanding OffLimes of tClhenm8hication Sub Area o1
at Al maza, Egypt. On November 28, 1941, Colonel
and is buried at the Halfaya Sollum War Cemeter
shows the tombstone marker for Lyall at the cer

Figure 54.
awar dedduroi

Figure55.
to of &amnd hiyalfamily out
aCenada Deptl ©OkfHateo L
Ar chi v e0sO 6C7aOn8a d a , PA

0
I

e

Al

Y
AR

Figure 56.

Figure 57.
Colonel Lyall Graham Thomgqan rtaqBksttona he Hal faya Soll um
mar ker at the Hal faya Soll um Va E gRheameot epyy 'Pet er Leggo
i n EgRpdt.o by 'Peter Leggo
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Commemorations

City of St. Catharines

Il n 2008, the City of St. Catharines honoured b
after them, al ofialwiutohoaysheekebhsoaamamptdi on on t h
fiFor \allhceurstr ef€dbl enghoifspasshhowsnt .i n figure 58.

The Ontario Heritage Foundati oaypwapl aackldin henntk mo

Wel | and Armouries in St. Catharines (fig. 59).
Graham Thomson Lyall emigrated from Britain i
he worked for the Canadian Niagara Power Comp
Lyall enl i ditierdoléngnitnheentl 9atth St Cat harines. Lat

Expeditionary Force and fought at the Somme i
1918. On September 27 and October 1, 1918, Ly
Wood and Blecourt, displaying exceptional val
capturing 182 prisoners, FEO&rmamosstn€onpesmps cuamad
|l eading during the ofiem@atGomnrsgaoV tihnwds tCadnbl ya
Cross, the &Brhiitgihsehs tE ndpeicooer at i on for valour.

Figure 58. Figure 59. Figure 60.

Col onel Lyall St .Mesmarni dIn phloanpwe otf Pl e ulea heo n®ture eitg Col
Col onel Gr aham ThAormsowr iLegysalgrroducétdomgohhey ®ht-Garv@o raaald L

r, VC, bot h

Heritage Foundat iFone.d Fi sh
t the City of

e
tions 0
On November 5, 2006, the City offASni v€ashayi oo
founding of the200@toffiagllre®s®&0)185Bhe two honor
Graham Thomson-19ydl landd@manic&® 2 Fred-1BilshedThi¥Cpl

is on the outside wall at the entrance to the ¢
Col onel Lyall's name appears on the Honour RO

British Columbia Regiment (DCO) (Duke of Connal
On November 11, 2007, thaeBiictait el ColvemibbieacRegi
recipients, one of whom is Colonel Lyal I . Figur

ITEUTENANT GRAHAM THOMPSON LYALL, VICTORIA CROSS

: 102ND INFANTRY BATTALION (NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIANS) Figure 61'

E 27 SEPTEMB%,;N{\??;ANnglx:fg;rxggggv xr&‘;:siaum LINE ‘ honourin g Col onel L Yy

j N S ety in the park beside
” e . UBIyi ti sh Col umbia Regi m




Bourl on Wood Memori al

The BCR (DCO) presented a plaque on September |
VC. Figure 62 shows a memorial to Colonel Lyal/l

A memor i al of the Battle of Bourl on Wood c¢comm

Figure 62.
The memorial at Bourlon Wood wWith the plaque h

Figure 63.
Memor i al at Bourl on Wood commemorating the bat

Chapter Footnotes

Y Eeor wvalour, Colonel Graham Thompson, VC by Lie
with Alexander F. D. Ferguson, 2009

15‘https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_OIympic

“rind a Grave, https:// www. f i nsdoal giwaameened cem/yc e me t

17‘http://WWW. webmatters. net/txtpat/index. php?id:
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THE REVEREND CAPTAIN JOHN WEIR FOOTE, VC

John Weir Foote was born on Ma)
Foote was educated at the Uni ve

Ont ar i @ag, Whueeenr sity in Kingston
University in Montreal, Quebec.
terian ministry and -Goeulvoendg ec,o n ¢
Quebec and Port Hope, Ontario.
With the outbreak of war in 1
an Army, Canadian Chaplain Ser\
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (

Chaplain with a rank of Honor ar

He went owuweéireseRaHd Iwiatnld t hey t
raid on the French port of Diefg
proved to be a disaster. Over ¢
Photo of Reverend® Jiohn Opeer afdodme, JWhi |l ee where over

hours and over 2000 were captur

serve out the war in a prison camp. Wi th the c:
attached himself to the Regimental Aid Post. 1
Medi cal Officer in tending to the wounded. Ma n
bring the wounded back to the safety of a stral
Post. When | anding crafts appeared to begin the
cover of shelter to the |l anding craft with no
to be evacuat ed, he refused and stayed with th
i mprisoned he served and umiini sltiereadarn rei@s dvee o fit oh

Ger many on May 5, 1945.

PageTheof ondoke bGawaert i €1id4dg . 104)6 ar by i dffsst haeKide
approvalwaocfd tofet he VI CTORI A CROSS to Honorary
Chaplain Services.

The citizens of Hamilton were informed iof t he
February 12, Hafi4l6t drs s@ufee piftad@gdea me i ssue ran man
photos of Chaplain Foote. Two photos are shown

Il n 1948, aftewabi vmirl,i Jahy &NeieeFoote was el
for the Legislative Assembly of Ontario and sel
Provincial Parliament (MPP) for Dur ham. He was
Liqguor Control Board of Ontario and after the
| nst it uetvee.r aAf theerarst attacks, he resigned from t

He returned to the RHLI i n -AdBl6o4n e Is ewrnvtiinlg 1a97 3+

1988, Foote passed away at his home in Cobourg
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SUPPLEMENT

The London Gazette

Of TUESDAY, the 12th of FEBRUARY, 1946

Published by Authority

Registered as a newspaper

THURSDAY, 14 FEBRUARY, 1946

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE,
OTTAWA.
14th February, 1946.

THE CANADIAN ARMY.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS
to:—

Honorary Captain John Weir Foorg, Cana-

dian Chaplain Services. .

At Dieppe, on 1gth August, 1942, Honor-
ary Captain Foote, Canadian Chaplain
Services, was Regimental Chaplain with the
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry.

Upon landi on the beach under heavy
fire he aﬁachelfi)%ﬁmsekf to the Regimental Aid
Post which had been set up in a slight depres-
sion on the beach, but which was only
sufficient ‘to give cover to men lying down.
During the subsequent period of approxi-
ma.tggr eight hours, while the action con-
tinued, this officer mot only assisted the

Regimental Medical Officer in ministering to
the wounded in the Regimental Aid Post,
but time and again left this shelter to inject
morphine, give first-aid and carry wounded
personnel from the open beach to the Regi-
mental Aid Post. On these occasions, with
utter disregard for his personal safety,
Honorary Captain Foote exposed himself to
an inferno of fire and saved many lives by his
gallant efforts. During the action, as the tide
went out, the Regimental Aid Post was
moved to the shelter of a.stranded landin,

craft. Honorary ptain Foote continue
tirelessly and courageously to carry wounded
men from the exposed beach to the cover
of the landi craft. He also removed
" wounded from: inside the landing craft when
ammunition had been set on fire by enemy
shells. When landing craft appeared he
carried wounded from' the Regimental Aid
Post to the landing craft through very heavy
fire. ’

On several occasions this officer had the
opportunity to embark but returned to”the

beach as his chief concern was the care and
evacuation of the wounded. He refused a
final opportunity to leave the shore, choosing
to suffer the fate of the men he had minis-
tered to for over three years.

Honorary Captain Foote personally saved
many lives by his efforts and bis example
inspired all around him. Those who observed
him state that the calmness of this heroic
officer. as he walked about, collecting the
wounded on the fire-swept beach will never be
forgotten.

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
0¥ KNIGHTHOOD. .
St. James’s Palace, S.W.x.
. I4th February, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased, on the
advice of His Majesty's Australian Ministers, to
ive orders for the following appointments to the
Tost Honourable Order of the Bath, in recognition
of gallant and distinguished services in the South
West Pacific:—
To be Additional Mewmbers of the Military Division

of the T'hird Class, or Companions, of the said

Most Honourable Ovrdey:—

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.
Mad‘or-General (temporary) Alan Hollick RaMSAY,
.B.E., D.S.0., E.D. (VX.27). =
Major-General (temporary) Jack Edwin Stawell

TEVENS, D.S.0., E.D. (VX.17).

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. Jawmes’s Palace, S.W.x.
14tk February, 1946.

The KING has been graciously pleased, om the
advice of His Majesty’'s Australian Ministers, to
give orders for the following promotions in, and
appointments to, the Most cellent Order of the
Eritish Empire, in recognition of gallant and dis-
tinguished services in the South West Pacific:—

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES.

To be Additional Commanders of the Military Divi-
sion of the said Most Excelient Order:—

Briea;c(iielé (temporary) Rudolph BierwirtH, O.B.E.

2 -

Brigadier (temporary) Jobm Frerp, D.S.0., E.D.
(Tx.zooas.

Figure 64.

The

Cross to Honor ar

L o nd ofhe bGaweaertyt el 4 ,

1946, whi ch shows

t he

procl a

y Cape¢e al on d ofhenbGaMeaerryt ¢&lodo, t €1.9 4 6
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~==zmre—- | Che FHamillon Sxmlaior T - W

HAMILTON CANADA TUKSDAY FEBRUARY 13 1%

Padre of Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Wins V.C.
MAJOR JOEN WEIR FOOTE HERO Mumclpal Tax Rate Defmztely Fixed at 35 Mills

OF BLOODY BEACHES OF DIEPPE
B oot |t vt e ot | [ T ] FEARS TODAYS INREASE
Figure 65.
Newspaper heading informing the ci z of Hamil ton

ti ens
FooitTehe Hami |l tBaebSpecyaldr, 1946

, ‘ % 3 8 it : A 3

FAMILY CONGRATULATES VICTORIA CROSS WINNER—Hon. Major John Weir Foote, padre of the 1st (Active)
Battalion of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (WR.) from the time it was mobilized until he was taken prisoner at
Dieppe, has been awarded the Empire's highest decoration for valour, the Victoria Cross. In this photograph, taken by
army photographers, he is receiving the congratulations of members of his family while a guest of Dr. C. W. Sheridan,
Rockeliffe. Left to right the {amily members are: Mrs. Sheridan, his sister-in-law; his 16-year-old niece, Miss Elizabeth
Sheridan, and Mrs. Foote.

Figure 67.

Photo of Chaplain Foote wiphotdheofdeswaplPdi ®NFoote with
as to why he was awarded ithee VHaCnﬁlolftloanFGpr@e‘éc%trayt olr2, 1946
iThe Hamil t,onFeSopreucarayt olr2, 1946

Commemorations

Royal Canadian Legi on

The Royal Canadian Legion branc@6oin Gohnht Wn, F da
C. D. Br an98h2 5(8s0e e nf ilgur e 68)

James Street Armoury

The James Street Armoury in HamiltonpuOgtalbioi s
hme to the Royal Hamilton Light I nfantry, as we
(Princets¥y bBodishe 11th Field Regiment, RCA. A ¢
figure 69 Ot her notices on the James St. Ar mo
in figure 70.

The RHLI Museum is |l ocated at thé& Jwrdead sSto.n A
They include his VC (fig. 71)



Figure 68. » Figure 69.

Photo of Grafton Royal'®Capnhaottioa nofL eJgainpens Bgtarneceht 58 Omo ur
the John W. Foote VC Armoury i

-www. hi storicplaces. ca

Detonse natrale

MANEGE: IIIETATRE
LIEUTENART-COIONEE 1064 WET% FOOTZ/NC. €0 The Lieutenant-Colonel Maneége militaire
John Weir Foote, The Lieutenant-Colonel
VC, CD Armoury John Weir Foote, VC, CD

200 James Street North 200, rue James nord

11 Battery, 11th Field Regiment, RCA

705 (Hamiiton) Communication Squadron

The Royal Hamilton Uight Infantry (Wentworth Regiment)
Argyll & Sutherland Mighlanders of Canada (Princess Louise's)
31 (Hamilton) Service Battalion

Canada

Figure 70.

Pl ague and the saAwmwme odcdrpes.acanour y.

Figure 71.

Phot o &f medatltes and hCoesuNiespwyrRay £r odami | t on
35
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Di eppe ®&VeMemami al Park® Hamilton, Ontar.i:

On August 18AnmRi0OWEr,sarhy ®&fl t he Dieppe raid, the
Vet ésr aMe mor i al Par k t o Thnet rRoy adihgHvasei d7t2omo tLd gadft

view of this memorial and figure 73 shows a pl e
Cross r eCaippiaegmt slohn Weir Foote, VC, Regi ment al
|l nf danfy. Col. Charles Cecil Merritt, VC, Commse

Regi imment

NOUS NE LES OUBLIERONS JAMAL

Figure 72. Figure 73.

Photo showing the Dieppe menmklrd e ah orHawri il nt g nt, wdnrt eaq ii
Cross for their actions o

Victoria Cross Commemorative Park, Curri
A commemorative plaque honouring Captain John \
memor ative Park in Calgary (fig. 74)
McGill University
John Weir Foote was educ
QuenUniversity, Moanttrllka
|l ege at McGill Universit
Mc Gi | I AMc GiilvlesUni ver sit
cont ainengeaFooteords and
phot o. Figure 75 shows es ocamec ho f
Foote Jonuy WeiR e
Carn CnaPLAMIN Service C.A,

18.9.42,. Hod CAPT. AND CHAPLAW Can Arwr OVERSEAS
RePorTed "MisSING™ 1n Lawong OPEraTIONS AT DiepPe Auc19'l]
2.9 42. ParsoNER oF WAR ( So LisTep OFFiciaLLY, SepTemBER Qo‘uq-.q)
Husaaxo oFf MAas Coitn SAcRiDaN FooTE, PoaT HOPE OwntaRio -
312 3. LIBERATED , SPMing 1awT. (APAIL 237). E
A/HoN MATOR AxO BEvior ChaPLAW (PReTesTANT) Can@
PoRoaY, CNTARIO, SeeTEMRER 19, 19,
16.2. o, DERVED CVEHSEAS AS CHAPLAW of oAl Hamiite ¥ LicwT IN PavmY,
AwaARDED VicToria CROSS, Famauary 17 19w
(For YALOUR w DIEPPE DPERATIONS AUG. 19 194L2)
(See CivaTioN avp PRess Normices v ExrTons.of Fiue)

Figure 74.
Figure 75.
) ) ) Pl ague honouring Ca
Several items consisting of newspgaperpsdidPPdindiShe PV
and records from the John Weir Fpghmeh8ltdelvatphpPr

University archives.
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W.C. for Cahadian ~P;d;e S/2

'.Empire’s Highest Award Won
By Maj. J. Foote at Dieppe

OTTAWA, Feb 12- (1)~ A big Presbylerian padre who refused
evacuation from shelttorn Dieppe beaches to stay behind and Lave
the lives of wounded men has become Canada’s 1th Victoria Cross
winner of the Second Grear War and finst chaplaln of the Canadian

aimed forces ever to get the coveled medal,

| Defeace Headquarters early today announced the awand to Ma)
[John Weir Foote, 41, native of Madoc, Ont, chapluln of the Royal
Hamilton Light Infantry and the

Emplre’s 173rd V.C. of the war.

He is also the ninth member of
the Canndlan Army to win the
V.C. and second Dieppe h 1o
be 3o honored. um.-ca.'&a:
Merritt of Vancouver |s the other.

The thick pipe - smoking
padre with brown halr,
it ot 5, o

pe, Ont, to ¢ army.
Mﬁ with the mﬂmo’;.
blg Canadlon rald Aug 1
and dressed the wounded.
refused evacuation and remalned
::hl‘n.: 1o mtnue his work and

en prisoner—the same falc
m_g‘ overtogk Col. g'orﬂu.
e survivors of o

the brave deeds of a aiu"x'?!
who slung the wounded over his
broad shoulder and walked the
deathly beach from hell hole to
shelter, mving lives llf
forting the ng. It was nriy a
year later that his identity be-
came known.

l Reletse Advanced

Announcement of his award had
been set for Thursday when It will
traditionally appear In the London
Gazette, but a Toronto report 'ed
Delfence Headquarters to maske an
[immediate release.

Qulet, almost shy, .\u;. Foote
(Wwould not confirm the ea lie:r un-
(official announcement. A Canad-
n Press reporter found him pre-
ing for bed at the home of
in nearby Rockel'ffe.
When the officlal annaunce-
ment came -~ announcement that
spoke eloquently of his deeds — a
rororter telephoned the Major and
told
a

i him lhf‘ news. hw.uo:ud“ fin-
was o lcxd{ e w IS
something. He junt wanted to u’;-
that the award was'a tribute to
the chaplain services,
T slmply did m b as ] saw |
I, he ldgod. %5 ¥

The citation told how he be-
came a first ald worker, operating
irom a post established In a slight
depression only deep enough to
glve cover 1o men lys\g down.

He lefr lh& post time agaln

o

to hurry ¢ side of men In

and give them morphine.

he put on his lhoul“l’&l‘. !
across the terrible bheach,

“Ca occasions,” . sald his
jcitetion, “Foote exposed himsolf to |
un inferno of fire and 2aved many
‘Ives by his gallant efforts.”

|

— =

Stun Wer

Aid Post Moved

The ald post was moved tw a
sirandsd landing craft and agaln
the Mnjor defled death In zcting
s o human ambulance In shifting
the wounded. A hroke out in
the !anding eraft and o‘wo more
the courageous padre shifted his

wounded rRes “through hoavy |
fire, and no consideration for
his own mfety.”

When the evacuation siarted an
attemipl was made to.get him to |
lesve the beach but his only con-
rern was the care of the wounded
and "“he refused A final ovportunity |
io leeve the shore, choosing to sul-
fer the fate of the men he had,
ministered to for more then thres
YPOTS,

The citation concluded: |

“Those who observed him  state |
thet the oalmness of this herolc
man as he walked about, collecting
the wounded on the fire-swapt |
beach, will never be forgotten” |

Son of Mrs. Gordon Foote, now |
of Lakefield, Ont. and gradoate
of the University o! Western On- |
tarfo, London, Maj. Foote was
tending b . wounded when the
first wave of Germans swanmed
over the beach in the wake of re- |
tring Canadlans. iy

Casrying men to the landing
craft through the curf with his
Army boots sodden and water-
logged was alow business. So, Ma).
Foote took off his boots to
up n(wuuom. That was why when
th; (m;u}nm rgg:d:d hllhm \':‘;‘a with
othera left on ches the R.H.LI,
;:ndn- was barefoot. And barefoot |

e tramped for two so0ld days
over oroken utone, along the cin-
ders  bed  of rallway tracks and
over rough country In & mi
which was taxing the
of well-shod men.

He continued to ald the wounded
as the enemy organized the pris-

mon).n-.no& Slax
a&u%m,
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oners Into groups for transporta-
tion inland. His period of Im-
prisonment saw h shifted to

many camps but always able to
[ out chaplain work. He |
finnlly was permitted, through
Red Cross Intervention, to visit

severnl camps and has been des-
ml AMOong othe:‘ things as a

ng newspaper” — ng
items of Information ‘bl&‘“alnd
forth and keeping friends informed |
of each other’s whereabouts, con-
veying the latest news on the pro-
51’0- of the war and generally
oing much to bolster morale.

Freedom Comes

When the Russian steam-roller
began Its last drive last February,
the panicky Germans started evac-
uating ner of war camps and
Maj, Foole and his companions
were started In forced marches to-
ward Bremen. They were on the!
road 37 days, marching for 30 days
(nnd g-‘lvel !ng.mini rallway boxmun
or the remaining seven.
had only arrived at their destina-
Jtlon a short time when British
Grenadlers released them.

Evacuated to Britain, Ma). Foote
went Immediately to work teach-
ing a course In Christian citizen-
ship at Cranleigh, Surrey. He re.
turned to Canada last August,

' He is senlor chaplain at Camp
Borden and llves at Barrie, Ont.,
with Mrs. Foote, the former Edith
Sheridan, daughter of Mr.
Mrs. Wilson ridan of Brock-
ville, Ont. They have no children.

May. Foote, who plans to remain

in the permanent force, entered

the Presbyterian Couer. MeGill
University, Montreal. Fort Cou-
longue, Que., wag his first

His first Army appolntment was
with a unit of the engineers at
Toronto, e transferred to the
Hamiltons In March, 1940,

Mrs. Foote had heard of her
husband’'s Dleppe exploits from
survivors who had tten to h
to pay tribute to the hero. Bat
her husband “never mentioned
what he did, nor what happened
on the beathes,” she once sald,

Maj. Foote's exploits remained In
obscurity so long because many of
those w{o knew what he did were
in Gorman prison camps. Among
the prisoners was his Colonel, R.

H. Labatt,

*No one will ever know and 1
can’t tell you what John Foole
meant to men and the regiment™
said Col. Labatt.




Maiorfohh Foote of Car;tpio rden’
‘Padre X’ of Dieppe is Given VC

12.—(Tuesday)

Ottawa, l\‘ebnurﬁ 2
eadquarters an-

‘-— O, — Defence

nounced early wd.fl that Maj. John | Headquarters released

! Weir Foote, 4], tall, rugged padre
of the Royal Hamilton Light Infan-
try, who stayed behind at Dieppe,
has become the 14th Canadian to
win the Victoria Cross of the Sec-
ond Great War and the first chap-
Jain of the Canadian armed forces
ever to win the Empire's highest
award.

Arnouncement of the award
originally had been set for Thurs-
day, when it will be announced in
the London Gazette, but a report
from Toronto last night led Defence
Headquarters to make an imme-
diate release.

But quiet, almost shy. Major
Foote, a native of Madoc, Ont,, and
Presbyterian minister at several

ces in Canada, had not been
officially advised the announce-
ment was official. A reporter found
the second Canadian pe V.C.
hero preparing for bed at the home
of frien n nearby Rockeliffe.

On leave from his present cha
laincy post at Camp Borden, 1
miles northwest of here, Major
Foote had spent a quiet evening
with his friends.

He smiled broadly and told his
cwestioncr he hadn’t heard any-
thing about a decoration. “I'm
sorry,” he said, “but I just can't say

McGILL UNIVERSITY
WAR RECORDS

Tefon Wek Fovle

mon);aa& Slaxn,
Dabrwarg 12, 1quo

Figure 75.
Several items consisting of
and records from the Joh
University archives.
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mgthing about anything like that™
ut the citation which Defence
a few min-
utes later spoke eloquently, It told
how the tall padre went ashore
with his regiment on the famous
“reconnaissance in force” August
10, 1942—the expedition which had
already marked Lt..Col. Cecil Mer-
ritt of Victoria for a V.C.

For eight hours after the land.
ing Major Foote assisted the med!.
cal officer in looking after the
wounded, but time and again left
the pitifully inadequate shelter to
Rive morphine to the wounded
and carry them to safety.

The citation added:

“On these occasions Foote with
utter disregard for hiz personal
safety ex d himself to an In.
ferno of fire and saved many lives
by his gallant efforts.”

Later he refused the opportunity
to be evacuated preferring to stay
with the wounded. He continued
to save lives and those who watch-
ed him say the calmness of this he-
roic man as he walked about, col-
lecting wounded on the fire-swept
beach, will never be forgotten,

He was taken prisoner and re-
mained in a prigoner-of-war camp
as a hard-working chaplain until
'Hbeuled by the British Grenadier
‘.Gmrdn. April 25, 1945, |

For weeks after the Dieppe rald,
the story of Maj. Foole — known
then only as Padre X — was told
by Canadian survivors of the big
raid who marvelled at his courafc.
“Padre X" became a Canadian le-
gend, and it was no' until April,
1043, that his wife, at Hamiiton,
Ont., disclosed his identity.

Mrs. Foote had heardsthe story of
the famous padre from relatives of
men at Dieppe. But her husband
himself “has never mentioned what
he did, nor what happened on the
beaches at Dieppe,” she told a
gatherin of relatives of service-
men at Hamilton on April 2, 1943
Other Dieppe heroes told her they
saw Major Foote, then holding
captain’s rank, jumping from one
of the last boats to leave Dle’p?e
and struggling ashore again to join
his men. ]

There was no list of prisoners
announced immediately after the
Dieppe raid. and the men who
stragzled back to England werc
able to tell only of the padre “who
chose 1o stay behind.™

Decoration of Mal, Foote would
be the first V.C. to be conferred
on the Chaplain Service of Cun-‘

ada's armed forces, though olher'
Empire urits have had padres who
won it

A nalive of Madoc, Ontario, Ma)
Foote was educated at Queen’'s Uni-
versity and the University of West-
ern Ontario, He was a graduate of
the Presbyterian Theological Col.

leg. Montreal, in the_chs&(.lsu.
M€ WS prarp-€ It BCsloll aPd

chaplain,
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“D;ty’ ’, Say
V.C.Winner

Padre Modest on
Bravery at Dieppe

O'ruWAj Feb, 12— (C.P.) —
The Vietoris Cross winner
drew deep on hia short-stemmed
briay, blew out & thick curl of
smoke and then replied In a
quiet, slightly hesitant voice
that his exploit at Dieppe was
“a very ordinary piece of work."”
1t was Maj. sonn Welr Foote,
Canada’s most recent and 14th
V.C. winner of the Second Great
War, fidgeting under the grill-
ing of reporters in the par-

linmentary press gall lounge.
With ngr\‘r,oul ﬁ‘::d::yv.y he re-

e Dicppe raid where
he had refussd evacustion to re-
main behind and carty men to
safety on his bread shoulders.

Strictly As Duty

“I don't think & man should be
a padre of a regiment and not
2o where they zo," he explained
with hig black brows knitting in
deep {urrows. “Our regiment
went to Dlegpe and I went along

strietly in the line of duty.”
He thr:;?ht NEWSpaper reports
of the gave a better picture

of it then he could give and he
sald he thought he was indebted
to the press for his honor, be-
cause the storles on Padre X,
later identified as himsell, had
possibly Grought attention to
him,

Ross Munro, Canadian Press
way corress»ondem. wrate the
best stery of Dieppe.

“In fact that correspondent If
u marvellous reporter. He
Jeems to got the Teal perspective
of every action. His accounis
are x0 well done that they are
accepled and weleomed by men
who fought in the actions.'

Too Busy to Think

| his mind,

‘a_bit alarming but after that
didn’t have much time to think."
He remembered the reassur-
ingly cool exchanges between
Royal Navy officers picking out
limping craft . ., . He heard an
officer tell the skipper of one
landing  craft “You dn't
hang about too long there, you

know."”

There was no confusion. But
when he stepped out of his dis-
abled gnm “:)t:d shouldc:;-dieap
water he ste on n mortar
n}i‘aﬂ who h?ndpggne uinder. :Tgct:'
chap came up damning m
cavee hed lost hold of his

mortar. Moy

They clambered ashore =and
the padre sald he had helped
Capt, Waesley Clare of Port
Credit, Ont., and now a doctor
at the Kingston, Ont, hospital,
tond to the wounded.

Pressed to give some of his

lmgreaslom of the battle, he |
suid it now was pretty hazy in

He recallod=the fivst |
| spatter of enemy fire “secmed |

- ey o _—
Men of the "Reval Hamilfon
Light Infantry were falling on
all sides and most of them al-
ready hod given up their field
dressin and had none for
themselves, ,

“These were the brave ones
who all did as much and more
than I did," he said.

Moving about the beach *“I
wonder why 1 wasn't hit and I
have never ceased to wonder
why I am alive today.”

Treatment Brutal

The front line Germans at
Dieppe had been correct in their
treatinent when the Canadiani
were taken prisoner bhut as the
Canadinns moved inland treat-
ment became brutal.

He disclosed for the first time
that during the period when the
Canndian prisoners were
shackled, British prlsonerg
an

sl in past the
togﬁm’ over the shackles to re-
lleve the manacled Canadinns.
The prisoners found they could
undo the old-type shac

sardine tin keys,

Describing his 30-day forced

march from the eastern front
before the Russian onslaught,
Ma). Foote told of the work of
Spr. Maurice Gauthier, a Quebec
native who had worked in the
mines at Timmins, Oat

Kept From Starving

“This French-Canadian prac-
tically kept us from starving.
He somehow managed to
scrounge a pocket full of grain.
Walkin ‘& hen house he
would a trall of grain to a
. spot where the guards weren't
watching, Then he'd kill the un-
suspecting chicken and that night
We “Wou
A wing or a plece of breast, How
he managed It we never knew,
His greatest feat was the theft
of a pig.”

Maj. Foole said that at one
stage of the journey a group of
Canadians broke Into a bake
shop and stole the entire night's
production.” But on the last
seven days of their journey 50 of
them were crowded in standin,
positions into one hox car an
were l.l‘owed, only one loaf of
bread. At one point the train
stopped beside a station pumg
but the guards refused to lel
them .get water, even though
Canadians inside the car were

(rom‘gyslex‘my. a
Army authorities were discus-
"the o |

the special investiture for Maj
Foote until after the arrival of
the new Governor-General, Fleld
Marshal Sir Harold Alexander.

It is felt 1t would be appropri-
ate that on:t.o{h the first official

nctions of 1
“commander, Awho_ directed the
wouldbo,iﬁgtorh Cross in-
ves
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S Wedr Foole

=
 PADRE FOOTE, V.C.
Op" all the stories of heroism which were
told in abbreviated form In the days im-
mediately after the atortive Canadian land-
ing at Dieppe..'there were few which played
more upon the heart strings of the nat'on
than that of the then unidentified padre who
refused to leave the beaches, voluntarily re-
maining behind with the wounded. 4

"I‘sunply did my job as I saw it,” he ex-
plained in Ottawa last night, when it was
announced that Major John Weir Foote had
been awarded the Empire's highest sym-
bol of gallantry —- the Victoria Cross, He
practically forced his regimental commander
to take him along on the eross-Channel yen-
ture. On the blooded beach he refused shelter,
giving first aid and varrying wounded per-
sonnel from exposed positions to medical ata-
tions and then to landing craft. Repeatedly
he refused to leave himself, saving no one
knows how many lives, placing their value
far beyond his own.
~ The full details of his day on the French
coast are to be found elsewhere in this edi-
tion. There are stories, too, of the untiring
effort he made through the following years
of dreary imprisonment on behalf of the men
whose lot he had willingly shared. It is a
gtqry of inspiration for men of all faiths

‘has been awarded to a padre of the Canadian
;Army. but there are a good many precedents
for the distinction. The general Impression is

This iz the first time the Victoria Cross

that the decoration cun go =olely to combat
soldiers, but that is not the case. All ranks,
and civilians, too, are eligible for the award,
but to qualify recipients must have per-
formed some conspicuous act of gallantry in
the presence of the enemy. By that standard,
Padre Foote certainly earned the addition of
his name to the ranks of the Empire's mill-
tary immortals.

Mol Slaa
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Chaplain Hero of Dieppe Raid
Took Theological Course Here

- Capt. Rev. John Weir Foote Gave Up O .
Freedom to Care for Canadian Prisoners ::\ ool o ‘32‘0'\'\ Nu)\

SOMEWHERE off the beaches of Dieppe a young chaplain plunged
} from the boat which was taking him to safety and struck out for
ishore, calling back to his mates, “These lads need me more than the
boys in England." The chaplain who thus chose voluntary imprison-
l?'}t.m:r Inlczx;(‘l;.;r to g;eer }gther imprisoned Canadians was revealed in

ontrea y as Capt. Rev, John Weir Foote, a graduate o ocal
Prugyterlan Theological College. el i |

epresentative local Presbylerian clergymen today expresse %

{cern for his well being, and pride® P e
in his action,

“I don't suppose we have any
|minister in the Church more like-
able or human. This s just some-
thing that he would do, That man
had & heart as big as a house,” was
the way Rev. Dr, Frank Morley, a
'close friend of the chaplain, put it.

Local Records Checked

News dlsButchu (clllngl of the big
raid on feppe mentioned the =
herolsm of the padre, but he re-
mained unidentified until today.|
Checking their records Church| =
authorities locall{ noted that they|
had no record of any other I'res-
byterian chaplain reporied missin
overseas and were convinced tha 3
the man referred to in dispatches| o
was Captain Foote, s

He %':duuted from the: Presby-
terian College in 1934 and had pre-
viously attended Queen’s Univer-
sity and the University of Western
Ontario. His first ministry after

duation was at Fort Coulonge,

e, and he subsequently served
at Port Hope, Ont., where he joined

ths chaplaincy service. s
Authorities at the Presbylerian —Thato by Ttee,
College also revealed today that Capt. Rev. J. W. Foote

George Porteous, & former student,
and former secretary of the North
Branch YM.C.A, was listed amon
the prisoners at Honilxon an
that Caﬁ Rev. John Hall Patter-
=on, of Montreal, servlnf a: chan-
g:in with a Scottish regiment, ad’

en mentioned In despatches at
Dunkirk.

oEFiCiaL kst

PREVIOUSLY MISSING, NOW PRIS. |
ONERS OF WAR—

i X
Canadian Armored Corps: m N m
Dunlap, Jack Hunt, Lt, Mre, Car- -
mon Frances Dunlap (wife), Toronto. ? /

Royal Canadian  Artillery:

i i Saonders (tattier], Offawe. S 5 .
cs nae a T). .
entral Ontario Regiment: </ ‘“’M Q\ ‘L "“"2_.
Foole, John Welr, Hon, Capt, Mrs e_ ‘
—) \th Sheridan Foote (wife}, Porf
Hope, Ont.
PV 1O b4 .
Se 2 i IL’Q- Figure 75.
Several items consisting of newspaper
from the John Weir Foote folder at the
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