
2001 
Sept. 11, 2001: Hijacked airliners crash in-

to World Trade Center, the Pentagon and a 

field in Pennsylvania in an attack by Osama 

bin Laden's al-Qaida network. Nearly 3,000 

people from more than 90 countries are 

killed, including 24 from Canada. 

Oct. 7, 2001: Prime Minister Jean Chretien 

announces Canada's participation in an  

international anti-terrorism mission in  

Afghanistan. 

December 2001: Canada establishes  

military presence in Afghanistan with the 

arrival of about 40 troops from Joint Task 

Force 2 (JTF2), a secretive special forces 

unit. 

Jan. 25, 2002:  For the first time since 

1979, Canada re-establishes diplomatic 

relations with Afghanistan. 

Feb. 2, 2002: First regular combat 

troops, members of the Princess Patri-

cia's Canadian Light Infantry, arrive in  

Afghanistan for a six-month mission. 

March 2002:  Canadian troops take 

part in first major offensive in Afghani-

stan. A Canadian sniper team breaks a 

longstanding distance record for a com-

bat kill and shoots more than 20 other 

enemy fighters.  

April 18, 2002: Four Canadian  

soldiers killed in a friendly fire  

incident.  

May 21, 2002: Canada announces 

plans to withdraw 750 ground 

troops from Afghanistan by end of 

August. 

May 2002: With U.S. air cover and  

special forces, Canadian troops  

conduct operations and takes DNA 

samples from buried enemy fight-

ers to determine whether bin Lad-

en is among them - he was not.  

2002 

2004 

2003 
March 17, 2003: Canada pledges $250 

million in reconstruction aid. 

July 2003: More than 1,800 Canadian 

troops arrive in Kabul and join in the IS-

AF mission to restore order in the re-

gion, dubbed Operation Athena. 

September 2003: Canadian  

Embassy reopens in Kabul. 

Jan. 20, 2004: Nearly 2,000 troops 

from CFB Valcartier in Quebec arrive to 

relieve the first wave of soldiers partici-

pating in the ISAF mission. 

Feb. 9, 2004: Lt.-Gen. Rick Hillier takes 

command of the NATO-led Internation-

al Security Assistance Force, with about 

7,100 troops from 37 countries. 

April 15, 2004: Prime Minister Paul 

Martin says Canada will maintain a mili-

tary presence in Afghanistan when the 

main ISAF mission ends in August, 

promising a 600-member battle group 

and 200-member air force support 

group will remain in the country. 

Aug. 8, 2004: Hillier relinquishes com-

mand of ISAF. The bulk of Canadian 

troops withdraw from Kabul. 

Oct. 9, 2004: Afghanistan holds presi-

dential election; Hamid Karzai wins.  

 
August 2005: Canadian troops pre-

pare to shut down Camp Julien near 

Kabul and begin the move to a new 

mission in Kandahar. 

Aug. 16, 2005: Canada assumes com-

mand of the Provincial Reconstruction 

Team in Kandahar city; first deploy-

ment of civilian police (RCMP) to the 

PRT. 

September 2005: Canada's strategic 

advisory team deployed as advisers to 

Afghan government. 

2005 

2006 
Jan. 15, 2006: Suicide bomber 

strikes killing diplomat Glyn Berry, 

the first civilian to die.  

February 2006: Canada's military 

in Kandahar reaches some 2,000 

troops. The operation billed as 

"the biggest since the Korean 

War" by Canadian military.  

Feb. 28, 2006: Brig. Gen. David 

Fraser assumes command of the 

multinational NATO-led force in 

southern Afghanistan. 

April 16, 2006: Canadian Interna-

tional Development Agency sus-

pends aid projects in Afghanistan, 

calling the region too dangerous. 

May 17, 2006: The first Canadian 

woman soldier dies in action while  

in a combat role.  Parliament 

votes to extend Canada's military 

presence in Kandahar until 2009; 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

announces an additional $310 

million in development funding. 

Sept. 1-20, 2006: Canadian mili-

tary launches Operation Medusa. 

Afghan and U.S. troops fighting 

alongside Canadians, facing off 

against an estimated 1,000 to 

2,000 Taliban fighters. 

Sept. 3, 2006: Four soldiers are 

killed, and nine others injured 

during Operation Medusa, an in-

tensive effort to purge Taliban  

insurgents from Kandahar  

province. 

Sept 4, 2006: Another soldier is 

lost to friendly fire when U.S. 

planes accidentally bomb NATO 

forces. 

Autumn 2006: Reports appear 

that suspected insurgents de-

tained by Canadian troops are 

abused after being turned over to 

Afghan authorities. Defence Min-

ister Gordon O'Connor says Intl. 

Red Cross is monitoring the han-

dling of detainees. 

December 2006: Operation Baaz 

Tsuka, the British-led action  

included Canadian troops to  

establish a security presence in 

the region.  Afghan police check-

points were established, but the 

Taliban retook a number of areas 

later. 

February 2007: Canada signs agreement 

with Afghan Human Rights Commission to 

monitor condition of detainees in Afghan 

prisons. 

Feb. 16, 2007: Canada pledges another 

$200 million in aid. 

March 19, 2007: O'Connor apologizes to 

Commons, saying his comments were 

wrong about the Red Cross and detainees. 

April 2007: Chief of Defence Staff Gen. 

Rick Hillier, joined by retired NHL veter-

ans, accompanies the Stanley Cup on a 

visit to Afghanistan to boost troop morale. 

April 8, 2007: Six Canadian soldiers are 

killed by a roadside bomb. 

May 3, 2007: Canada signs a new prisoner 

transfer agreement with Afghanistan  

granting Canadian officials more access to 

insurgents moved to Afghan custody. 

May 2007: Operation Hoover, in Zhari  

district. Canada's Leopard tanks provide  

support for Canadian and Afghan soldiers 

pressing into the insurgent hotbed. 

June 21, 2007: NATO Secretary-General 

Jaap de Hoop Scheffer requests that Cana-

da remain in Afghanistan beyond 2009. 

July 4, 2007: Six Canadian soldiers die 

in a roadside bombing west of Kandahar 

city.  

August 2007: Operation Garranday 

Zmaray aims to take back control, es-

tablish police substations with Canadian 

mentoring teams and turn the districts 

over to better-trained Afghan forces.  

October 2007: Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper orders an independent panel, 

led by former Liberal cabinet minister 

John Manley, to evaluate whether Cana-

da should extend its military mission in 

Afghanistan. 

Oct. 30, 2007: Battle of the Arghandab, 

about 300 Taliban fighters try to gain 

control of the area. Afghan security  

forces backed by 300 Canadian troops 

and a handful of American soldiers fight 

a three-day battle before the Taliban re-

treats.  

Nov. 17, 2007: Operation Tashwish 

Mekawa - Canadian and Afghan soldiers 

move into the former village of Mullah 

Omar, founder of the Taliban, to build a 

strongpoint. The battle lasts two days. 

 

March 13, 2008: House of Commons 

votes to extend Canada's mission in 

Afghanistan until 2011. 

June 13, 2008: Taliban insurgents 

storm Kandahar's Sarpoza prison, 

freeing about 900 inmates.  

July 2, 2008: Gen. Rick Hillier retires 

as chief of defence staff, replaced by 

Gen. Walter Natynczyk. 

July 26, 2008: Foreign Affairs Minis-

ter David Emerson says Canada's  

military force in Afghanistan could  

increase by 200 - personnel expected 

to service helicopters. The increase 

will bring the number of troops in-

volved in the mission to about 2,700. 

Jan. 22, 2008: The Manley panel re-

leases a report saying Canada should 

remain in Afghanistan beyond 2009 

but shift the focus of its efforts from 

combat to training of Afghan security 

forces. 

June 10, 2008: Canada announces 

the Dahla Dam Project, a $50-million 

renovation. The Dahla Dam is  

presented as Canada's "signature" 

project in rebuilding Afghanistan. 

Canada will also build or renovate 50 

schools and finance a project to  

immunize seven million children.  

Aug. 20-23, 2008: Operation Timis 

Preem - a mechanized assault with 

Afghan forces and Canadian mentors, 

backed by Canadian Leopard 2 tanks 

and light armoured vehicles. An un-

derground bunker was destroyed in 

an air strike; weapons, bomb-making 

materials seized.  

Sept. 7, 2008: Harper calls Canadian 

federal election for Oct. 14. Bomb 

blast kills 97th Canadian soldier on 

the mission to Afghanistan. 

Oct. 12, 2008: CBC journalist Mellis-

sa Fung is kidnapped while reporting 

at a refugee camp near Kabul. 

Nov. 8, 2008: Fung is released 

unharmed after four weeks in 

captivity in an underground cave. 

Dec. 5, 2008: Canada's military 

death toll in Afghanistan reaches 

100 as three soldiers are killed by 

an improvised explosive device 

on patrol in Kandahar province. 

Nov. 18, 2009: Former diplomat 

Richard Colvin tells a Commons 

committee Canada's military 

turned prisoners over to Afghan 

intelligence in 2006-07, despite 

warnings they would be tortured. 

Colvin says he was told by his  

superiors to stop filing written re-

ports on the matter. 

Dec. 1, 2009: U.S. President 

Barack Obama announces 30,000 

American troops will be sent to 

southern Afghanistan in the com-

ing months to help quell insurgent 

activity. 

2008 

2009 

 
May 18, 2010: Col. Geoff Parker is killed when a car 

packed full of explosives drives into a NATO convoy. 

Parker, 42, is the highest-ranking Canadian soldier 

to be killed in Afghanistan. 

May. 29, 2010: Brig. Gen. Daniel Menard, then 

commander of Canadian troops in Afghanistan, is 

dismissed from his post amid allegations of an in-

appropriate relationship with a member of his staff. 

2010 

July 15, 2010: Canada hands control of Kandahar 

city over to American troops, two weeks after relin-

quishing command of Zhari and Arghandab dis-

tricts. Canada retains responsibility for Dand and 

Panjwaii districts. 

2011 
Jan. 12, 2011: Canada hands 

command of the Provincial Re-

construction Team in southern  

Afghanistan over to U.S. control, 

marking the beginning of the  

formal withdrawal from the  

region. 

May 2, 2011: U.S. President 

Barack Obama tells the world of 

the death of terrorist master-

mind Osama bin Laden, killed in 

a U.S. raid on a compound in  

Pakistan. 

May 30, 2011: Prime Minister  

Stephen Harper pays a final  

surprise visit to soldiers in  

Kandahar. 

June 6, 2011: Canada's last major 

combat operation in Afghanistan 

comes to an end. 

June 8, 2011: Canadian soldiers 

at the forward operating base 

known as Ma'sum Ghar hold a  

ceremony to remember 72 of their 

fellow soldiers who died while sta-

tioned at the mountainous out-

post. 

July 2011: Canadian commanders 

formally hand over command in 

Kandahar to U.S. forces, effective-

ly ending Canada's combat mis-

sion in Afghanistan nine years and 

seven months after special forces 

soldiers first arrived late in 2001. 

Oct. 29, 2011: Master Cpl. Byron 

Greff is killed in a suicide car 

bombing in Kabul. He is the 158th 

and last Canadian soldier to die in 

Afghanistan. 

Jan. 18, 2014: Civilian contractors Martin Glazer 

of Gatineau, Que. and Peter McSheffrey of Ottawa 

are killed in a suicide attack in Kabul. 

March 12, 2014: The Canadian flag is lowered at 

the NATO headquarters in Kabul, marking the  

formal end to Canada's operations in Afghanistan. 

March 18, 2014: The last 93 Canadian soldiers 

land in Ottawa, to be greeted by Gov. Gen. David 

Johnston, the prime minister and Gen. Tom Law-

son, the chief of the defence staff. 

May 9, 2014: National Day of Honour to  

commemorate the mission. 

2014 2007 

Prime Minister Jean Chrétien visits Ground Zero 

in New York. September 29, 2001 

Princess Patricia's  Canadian Light Infantry , arrive in Afghanistan, First in the Field 

July 1, 2006: The Tim Hortons 

outlet in Kandahar, opened on 

Canada Day in 2006. 

 

Don Cherry visits troops in Afghanistan - Dec. 25, 2010 

Memorial to fallen Canadian  

soldiers buried at Afghan base 

Ma’sum Ghar 

Canadian forces sign the transfer of command authority papers 

during a ceremony marking the Canadian handover of forward 

fire base Masum Ghar to U.S. forces  

Stanley Cup visits Afghanistan - April 2007 

Canadian forces lower the Canadian flag 

on the last day on the base at Masum Ghar  

Some 158 Canadian Forces personnel died during Canada’s 

operations in Afghanistan. Most occurred during combat, 

but others died elsewhere or from non-combat causes. 

Canadian soldiers prepare to leave Afghanistan at Kandahar Air Field, June 30, 2011. REUTERS Baz Ratner 

Nov. 29, 2011: Tim Hortons  

outlet at the Canadian Forces 

base in Kandahar, Afghanistan 

closed. 


