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òCó Force - The Hong Kong Story  

REPATRIATION  
With the surrender of Japan on August 15, the priorities were the freeing and tending to the needs of the former POWs, such as for medical and health issues, communicating with 
their families, clothing and feeding, and ultimately the process of bringing them home. Of those Canadians who surrendered at Hong Kong on December 25, 1941, approximately 900 
were kept in Hong Kong camps while the balance of about 750 were taken to work camps in Japan. The liberated Canadians in Japan came home via three different routes depend-
ing on each individual's circumstances: 
 
a) those with lung trouble, seriously ill and unable to fly were taken by hospital ships to the hospitals on Guam and then sailed to San Francisco, where they were placed on special 
medical rail cars to be transported to British Columbia; 

b) those requiring a few weeks of special feeding and care prior to travelling were sent to hospitals in Guam and then either flown or sailed to San Francisco and then travelled by 
train to British Columbia; 

c) all others were transported by ship or air to the main reception camp at Manila for processing, There, they underwent medical check ups and travelled by ship either to Canada, 
or to San Francisco and then by rail to British Columbia. 

 
All the liberated Canadians in Hong Kong were sent to the reception camp at Manila. 

Those that Came Home via Guam  
The first liberated POWs (LPOWs) to arrive on Canadian soil were those who were 
kept in Japan. Upon the surrender of the Japanese, the American forces began to 
bring the LPOWs to Yokohama where those who needed medical attention were 
transported to Guam and then to San Francisco, upon arrival at San Francisco they 
were taken by special train to Seattle and then by ferry to Victoria. 

,ÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎÓ ÁÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÓÈÉÐ 33 "ÅÎÅÖÏȤ
ÌÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ 'ÕÁÍȢ ɀ #ÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ 
,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ !ÒÃÈÉÖÅÓ #ÁÎÁÄÁ 0!-ΧΩΧΫΩΨ 

,ÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÁÔȤ
ÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ 
ÓÈÉÐ 33 "ÅÎÅÖÏÌÅÎÃÅȢ ɀ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇ &ÒÅÅ 
0ÒÅÓÓȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΧȟ ΧίΪΫ  

.Å×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ 'ÒÅÎÁÄÉÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÒÒÉÖÅ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ ɀ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇ &ÒÅÅ 0ÒÅÓÓȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΧȟ ΧίΪΫ  

Those that Came Home via the Philippines  

                      

Canadian LPOWs began arriving in Manila from Japan on British and American war ships as well as US military air flights. Those coming from 
Hong Kong arrived in British war ships and the Canadian war ship HMCS Prince Robert and the troop transport HMAT Empress of Australia. All 
Canadian LPOWs from Hong Kong were brought to Manila as were many from the Japanese POW camps. 

 

 Prior to the official surrender, the U.S. Army in the Philippines began converting the 5th Replacement Depot to a repatriation camp for the 
British and Commonwealth LPOWs.  When the Canadians arrived at the 5th Replacement Depot, the Canadian section of the camp had a truly 
Canadian atmosphere; freshly-painted street signs bore names of such streets in Canadian cities as Portage Ave., Yonge St., and St. Cathe-
rine, Granville and Sparks Sts. The two mess halls were named Fort Garry and Frontenac. 

 

 The 5th Replacement Depot was administered by the 3rd Australian Reception Group which was composed of the Australian Army and they 
would be running the camp and tending to the affairs of the Commonwealth soldiers until their respective repatriation teams arrived. 

ΩÒÄ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 0ÒÉÓÏÎÅÒ ÏÆ 7ÁÒ 2ÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ (ÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȟ 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ǨÁÇ ǨÙÉÎÇ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅȢ  
- #ÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌȟ 0ÈÏÔÏ ΧΧίΧάΧȢ 
- 0ÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈ ÂÙ ,ÉÅÕÔÅÎÁÎÔ .Ȣ "Ȣ 3ÔÕÃËÅÙȢ  

Percy Wilmot was a member of the Royal Rifles of Canada and was kept as a prisoner of war in 
Hong Kong, upon his arrival in Manila he wrote a letter home to his wife and son. The Canadian 
postal material hadn't yet so the LPOWs used Australian, British or US  envelopes for sending 
mail to their families. 

 

The contents of the letter are:  Soldiers had the use of sending tele-

grams home to their families to inform 

them that they were now in safe hands.  

3ÇÔȢ 2Ȣ *Ȣ 2ÏÕÔÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇ 'ÒÅÎÁÄÉÅÒÓ ɉÁÂÏÖÅɊ 
×ÁÓ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÉÓÏÎ ÁÔ 
#ÁÎÔÏÎȟ #ÈÉÎÁȢ (Å ÉÓ ÓÈÏ×Î 
ÈÅÒÅ ÁÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÈÏÓÐÉȤ
ÔÁÌ ÓÈÉÐ /ØÆÏÒÄÓÈÉÒÅ ÁÔ -ÁÎÉÌÁȢ 
(Å ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Á ÌÅÔÔÅÒ 
ÓÉÎÃÅ ÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ #ÁÎÁÄÁȢ  

ɀ 4ÈÅ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇ %ÖÅÎÉÎÇ 4ÒÉÂȤ
ÕÎÅȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΪȟ ΧίΪΫ  

0ÈÏÔÏ ÏÆ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄ 0/7Ó ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ Á ÔÅÎÔ ÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ ΫÔÈ 2ÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ $ÅÐÏÔȢ ɀ #ÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ ,ÁÕÒÉÅÒ 
#ÅÎÔÒÅ ÆÏÒ -ÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÁÎÄ $ÉÓÁÒÍÁÍÅÎÔ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ 

#ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ ,0/7Ó ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ 
ÁÔ -ÁÎÉÌÁȢ ɀ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ !ÒÃÈÉÖÅÓ #ÁÎÁȤ
ÄÁȟ 0!-ΧΩέέΪΫ  

 

4ÅÌÅÇÒÁÍ ÆÒÏÍ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎ "ÁÒÎÅÔÔ ÎÏ× ÉÎ -ÁÎÉÌÁ 
ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ ɀ #ÏÕÒÔÅÓÙ ÏÆ 'ÒÁÙ 3ÃÒÉÍÇÅÏÕÒ  

On September 5, 1945, the British hospital ship HMHS Oxfordshire arrived at Manila with the first 319 LPOWs and civilian internees from 
Hong Kong. Those aboard included British, Canadians, South Africans, Australians, Indians, Norwegians and one American. About 116 
were taken from the ship and were transferred to local replacement depots.   

! ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅÄ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇ 'ÒÅÎÁÄÉÅÒÓ 
ÁÂÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÓÈÉÐ (-(3 
/ØÆÏÒÄÓÈÉÒÅ ÁÔ -ÁÎÉÌÁȢ ,ÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÁÒÅ 0ÔÅȢ $ÕÎÃÁÎ "ÅÎÔÏÎȟ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇȠ 0ÔÅȢ 
%Ä×ÁÒÄ -ÏÒÉÓÓÅÁÕȟ 0ÉÎÅ &ÁÌÌÓȠ 0ÔÅȢ *ÏÈÎ 
3ÔȢ /ÎÇÅȟ 3ÔȢ "ÏÎÉÆÁÃÅȠ 0ÔÅȢ 3Ȣ %Ȣ +ÏÕÇÈȤ
ÎÅÔÔȟ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇȠ ÁÎÄ 0ÔÅȢ *Ȣ %Ȣ *ÁÍÅÓȟ ,ÁÃ 
ÄÕ "ÏÎÎÅÔÔȢ 3ÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ 0ÔÅȢ )Ȣ 3ÁÎÄÅÒÓÏÎ ÏÆ 
7ÅÓÔ 3ÅÌËÉÒËȢ  ɀ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ !ÒÍÙ ÐÈÏÔÏ 
ÆÒÏÍ 4ÈÅ 7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇ %ÖÅÎÉÎÇ 4ÒÉÂÕÎÅȟ  

3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΨΪȟ ΧίΪΫȢ 

Canadian Repatriation Liaison Group (CRLG)  
As early as August 17, 1945, preparations were made to form a Canadian repatriation team to go to the Far East 
for the repatriation of the Canadian LPOWs. E. H. Norman, formerly the language officer of the Canadian legation 
in Tokyo, headed the official repatriation team. Norman himself was repatriated to Canada in August 1942 with 
other Canadian diplomats.  

 

On August 22, Lt.-Col. M. W. McA Nulty and Major Angus Barwick left Ottawa for the west coast, where they 
caught a flight to the Philippines. The newly formed CRLG team was made up of 15 officers and 15 NCOs, with 
other members to be arriving shortly.  

 

The St. Catharines Standard, August 25, 1945 issue, �&�D�Q�D�G�L�D�Q�V���)�O�\���W�R���0�D�Q�L�O�D, with the following caption:  
Lieut-Col. M. W. McNulty of Sherbrooke, Que., commanding officer, and Major Angus Barwick of Montreal, sec-
ond in command of a party of 30 officers and men who are flying to Manila as the Canadian repatriation liaison 
group in connection with the return of Canadian prisoners of war. They are seen boarding their plane at Ottawa. 
 

On November 12, 1945, the Canadian Repatriation Team along with the members of No. 1 Special Wireless 

Group, Royal Canadian Corps of Signals (RCCS) as well as the British Repatriation Team left Manila aboard the 

Royal Navy hospital ship HMCHS Letitia. They arrived at Vancouver on December 6.  

Photo of Lieut.-Col. M. W. 
McANulty and Major Angus 
Barwick who are in com-
mand of the Canadian re-
patriation team, as they are 
boarding a plane for their 
trip to Manila. ï��St. Cath-
arines Standard, August 25, 
1945  

ɀ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ !ÒÍÙ 0ÈÏÔÏȟ /ÔÔÁ×Á %ÖÅÎÉÎÇ #ÉÔÉÚÅÎȟ 
3ÅÐÔȢ Ϊȟ ΧίΪΫ 

The Trip Home  

When it was time to begin the jour-

ney home, either the LPOW or the 

government would notify the family 

that their soldier was on their way.  

4ÅÌÅÇÒÁÍ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ 2ÉǨÅÍÁÎ 7ÉÌÍÏÎÔȭÓ ×ÉÆÅȟ 
ÄÁÔÅÄ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΧΧȟ ΧίΪΫ ɀ #7- ΨΦΦέΦΧΧέ-Φέά 
'ÅÏÒÇÅ -ÅÔÃÁÌÆ !ÒÃÈÉÖÁÌ #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ #ÁÎÁÄÁ 
7ÁÒ -ÕÓÅÕÍȢ  

�����o�]�•�š���}�(���š�Z�����•�Z�]�‰�•���Á�Z�]���Z���o���L���D���v�]�o�����š�}���Œ���š�µ�Œ�v���š�Z�����,�}�v�P���<�}�v�P��
�>�W�K�t�•���š�}���E�}�Œ�š�Z�����u���Œ�]�����X���d�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}�����Œ�Œ�]�À���������š���^���v���&�Œ���v���]�•���}��
�Á���Œ�����‰�o�����������}�v���š�Œ���]�v�•���Á�Z�]���Z���š�}�}�l���š�Z���u���š�}���s���v���}�µ�À���Œ�U�����Œ�]�Ÿ�•�Z�����}�r
�o�µ�u���]���U���}�Œ���^�����©�o���U���t���•�Z�]�v�P�š�}�v���Á�Z���Œ�����š�Z���Ç���Á���Œ�����š�Z���v���(���Œ�Œ�]������
�����Œ�}�•�•���š�}���s�]���š�}�Œ�]���X�� 
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The Prince Robert left Manila on October 2 and arrived at Esquimalt on 

October 20 with 27 Canadians, 17 British, 1 RCAF officer and 15 Roman 

Catholic Missionaries, all from the far east. 

HMS Glory and HMCS Prince Robert  

�d�Z�������Œ�]�Ÿ�•�Z�����]�Œ���Œ���L�������Œ�Œ�]���Œ���,�D�^���'�o�}�Œ�Ç�����Œ�Œ�]�À�]�v�P�����š�����•�‹�µ�]�r
�u���o�š�U�����X���X���t�����}�µ�Œ�š���•�Ç���}�(���>�]���Œ���Œ�Ç�����v�������Œ���Z�]�À���•�������v�������� 

Welcome Cards  

Two "Welcome" cards were printed and given to the LPOWs on their arrival in BC. 
One card was printed by the Government of the Province of British Columbia and the 
other by the City of Victoria.  
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�D�µ�•���µ�u�X�� 

�t���o���}�u���������Œ�����P�]�À���v���š�}�����Œ�]�Ÿ�•�Z�����v���������v�����]���v���>�W�K�t�•�����Œ�Œ�]�À�]�v�P��
�]�v�������v�������X���t�����t�D���î�ì�í�î�ì�ì�ï�ó-�ì�î�î�X�î���'���}�Œ�P�����D���š�����o�(�����Œ���Z�]�À�r
���o�����}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v�U�������v���������t���Œ���D�µ�•���µ�u�X 
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���v�����U�����}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v���}�(���^���u�����Z�µ�] 
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�}�(���>�]���Œ���Œ�Ç�����v�������Œ���Z�]�À���•�������v�������� 


